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The Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes, in 
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ARTICLE S, &c. 


HEREAS the United Company of Merchants of 

England trading to the Eaſt Indies had, for a long time 
paſt, carried on an extenſive trade, obtained great territorial 
poſſeſſions and revenues, entered into various alliances and con- 
nections, and waged frequent wars with the native powers in 
India: AND WHEREAS it became neceſſary that the ſaid United 
Company, in purſuance of and by the authority in them veſted 
by act of parliament, and charter under the great ſeal, ſhould. 
create certain great offices for the management of theſe import- 
ant affairs, and for the more perfect conducting and directing 
of the various concerns from them reſulting: AND WHEREAS, 
among others, the office created and known by the name and 
deſignation of Preſident of the Preſidency of Fort William in 


Bengal, was an office of high truſt, power, and dignity ; on 


the due and incorrupt execution of which, the welfare of the 
ſaid United Company, the happineſs of the native inhabitants 
of India, the honour of the Crown of theſe kingdoms, and the 


character of the Britiſh nation, did moſt materially depend: 


AND WHEREAS Warren Haſtings Eſq. was, by legal authority, 
conſtituted and appointed to ſucceed to the fituation and office 
of Preſident of the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, by 
an appointment, bearing date the twenty- fifth day of April, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſcventy-one; and the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did, on or about the month of April, in the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-two, ſucceed to the ſaid. 
office, by which {aid appointment and fucceflion, all the power, 
authority, and dignity, which ever had been annexed thereto, 
were conveyed to the ſaid Warren Haſtings: AND WHEREAS 
the great and growing national importance of the affairs of the 
Eaſt India Company had made them peculiarly the object of 
public and parliamentary conſideration; AND WHEREAS, in 
conſequence thereof, an act paſſed in the thirteenth year of the 
reign of his preſent Majeſty, intituled, ** An act for the eſta- 


„ bliſhing certain regulations for the better management of the 
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6 affairs of the Eaſt India Company, as well in India as in 
Europe: Ad Dy] WHEREAS by the ſaid act it was, among 
other things, enacted, that a Governor General, inſtead of a 
Preſident as aforefaid, ſhould be appointed to preſide over the 
affairs of the ſaid Eaſt India Company: AND WHEREAS great 
power, authority, dignity, truſt, and reſponſibility, were by the 
fad act annexed to the office of Governor General; on the due 
and uncorrupt execution of which, the before recited important 
intereſts, relative to the native ſubjects and protected princes in 
India, as well as to the ſaid Eaſt India Company and the Bri- 
tiſh nation, did likewiſe in a moſt eſpecial manner depend: 
AND WHERE As the ſaid Warren Haſtings was appointed, by 
the act of parliament aforeſaid, to the office of Governor Ge- 
neral, with alt the powers by law belonging to the faid office: 
AND WHEREAS, by virtue of ſeveral ſubfequent acts of parlia- 
ment, he the faid Warren Haſtings has been frequently re-ap- 
pointed to the ſaid office of Governor General, with al] the 
power, authority, dignity, truſt, and reſponſibility, originally 
annexed ro the ſame : AN p WHEREAS, in fact, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did accept of theſe great offices of Preſident and Go- 
ver nor General of the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, 
fo beſtowed on him as aforeſaid, and did continue to act there- 
in without any ſuſpenſion or interinifiba whatever, from the 
period herein firſt mentioned, unti} the month of February, in 
the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-five: AND 
wWHEREAs the ſaid Warren Haltinvs did ſolemnly ſwear faith- 
fully to diſcharge his duty therein, by which he became bound, 
by the moſt ſolemn obligations to the Company, the Crown, 
and the Nation, f.ithfully to diſcharge the duty of the truft re- 
poſed in him during all the time aforcſaid : Yet the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, not regarding the ſacred obligation of his oath, nor 
the important duties of the high offices to which he was appoint- 
ed, but entertaining bale and corrupt views of procuring for 
himſelf and his dependants exorbitant wealth, and arbitrary de- 
4 ns of raiſing himſelf, by means of the undue influence ſo 

atquired, to exceſſive power, as well to gratify his inordinate 
ambition, as to ſecure himfelf from punifhment for the many 
unjuſtifravle acts by him done and committed in the exerciſe 
ot his office, did, whilſt he was Preſident and Governor Ge- 
neral as aforeſaid, by the various unwarrantable and criminal 
practices hereinafter fet forth, faithleſsly, illegally, and tyranni- 
cally violate the duties of his ſtation ; By each and all of which 
practices the welfare of the Eaſt India Company has materially 
ſuffered, the happineſs of the native inhabitants of India been 
deeply affected, their confidence in Engliſh faith and lenity 
ſhaken and impaired, and the honour of the Crown and cha- 
racter of this nation wantonly and wickedly degraded. 
8 2 4 2 * © 3 


1 


ARTELCLE KEkEFET. 


THAT Rajah Bulwant Sing, a great Chief or Zemindar of 

certain provinces or diſtricts in India, called Benares, and 
Gazepoor, dependant upon the Mogul empire, through Sujah 
ul Dowlah, Nabob of Oude, and Vizier of the ſaid empire, 
did, in the commencement of the Engliſh power in India, in or 
about the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty- four, attach 
himſelt to the Britiſh nation, and was, in the opinion of the 


Directors of the Eaft India Company, of ſignal ſervice to the 


affairs and intereſts of Great Britain, 

That in conſideration of thoſe ſervices, the ſaid Bulwant Sing 
was, by the treaty of peace concluded at Allahabad, in the year 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and fixty-five, between Sujah ul 
Dowlah and the Britiſh nation, fully ſecured in the poſſeſſion of 
his territories, which poſſeſſion he retained till his death. 

That by the influence of the Britiſh Bengal government, and 
in conſideration of a large ſum of money, and a confiderable in- 
creaſe of tribute paid to the Vizier, his ſon Rajah Cheit Sing 
did, on the death of his father the ſaid Bulwant Sing, ſucceed 
to the ſaid territories; and on or about the month of October, 
in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy, was fully 
inveſted with the government thereof. 

That in the month of June, in the year one thouſand ſeven 


hundred and feventy-three, Warren Haſtings Eſquire (being 


then Preſident of the Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal) 
was empowered by the Preſident and Council (that is, by himſelf 
and Council) to renew, on behalf of Rajah Cheit Sing, the ſti- 
pulations which had been formerly made with the Vizier in fa- 


vour of his father Rajah Bulwant Sing, in conſideration of his 
fervices in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty- four. 


That in conſequence of theſe powers, the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings did, by various treaties and agreements, renew and ſecure to 
Rajah Cheit Sing and his poſterity, the inheritance of the above- 
mentioned territories (which faid territories had been already 
conveyed to the ſaid Rajah by acts of the Vizier in his favour) 
upon the fame terms as they had been granted to his father 
Bulwant Sing, excepting only the increaſe of tribute heretofore 
mentioned; and the ſaid treaties or agreements did ex preſsly 
provide, that no increaſe of the ſame ſhould ever be demanded 
trom him; and the ſame were fully guaranteed by the Eaſt 


India Company, and their faith pledged that they ſhould remain 
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able, and that there ſhould never be any deviation from 
em, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was bound, as well by the 
ties of juſtice as by the obligations of public faith, to afford the 
protection of the Eaſt India Company to the ſaid Rajah, more 
particularly as the inheritance, and even the life of the ſaid 
Rajah, were no longer ſafe than whilſt he enjoyed ſuch pro- 
tection. 

That he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did think himſelf bound by 
the ſaid treaties and agreements in favour of Rajah Cheit Sing, 
to afford him protection, and to prevent the Vizier from break- 
ing through or deviating from the ſaid treaties, and did accord- 
ingly, ſome time in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy-five, interfere and prevent, or did approve of the inter- 
ference of the Reſident at the court of Oude for the purpoſe of 


preventing the ſaid Vizier from levying a ſum of five lacks of 


rupees in advance from the ſaid Cheit Sing, under pretence of 
his the ſaid Vizier's urgent neceſſities, by declaring that his Ex- 


cellency (viz. the Vizier) could not on his part demand either 


an increaſe of rent or ſums in advance from the ſaid Ra- 
jah; and that the demand of five lacks would, if complied with, 
eſtabliſh a precedent againſt the ſaid Cheit Sing, contrary to 
the letter of the treaty with him; and that the Honourable 
Board, viz. the Council of Fort William, of which Warren 


Haſtings Eſquire was then Governor General, would not fee the 


rights of their dependants infringed upon; and that Rajah Cheit 
Sing was to be conſidered in that light; and that the ſaid 
Vizier muſt expect to ſee him protected, for he was not to be 
put upon a footing with bis the ſaid Vizicr's other Zemindars. 
That the above, and ail other ſtipulations in favour of the 


ſaid Rajah, were fully known to, and approved of, and confirmed 


and ratified by, the faid Warren Haſtings. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time in the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, propoſe and carry in 
Council a reſolution, that it ſhould be made a condition of the 
treaty then negociating with the Vizier, that Rajah Cheit 


Sing ſhould exercile a free and independant authority in his do- 


minions, ſubject only to the payment of his tribute. 

That an ailignment was afterwards obtained from the Vizier, 
by the Company, of the tribute payable by the ſaid Rajah, 
whereby the rights of ſuperiority which the ſaid Vizier was en- 
titled to hold and ro beſtow were transferred, yet the tenure and 
condition of the Rajah continued the ſame as before ; the ſaid 
alignment being, as the faid Warren Haſtings has himſelf de- 
clared, without any encroachment on the juſt rights of the Rajah, 
or the engagements actually ſubſiſting with him; the nature and 


extent of which had been fully known to, and often recognized by, 
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the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and which never were, by any 
ſubſequent agreement, treaty, or otherwiſe, done away or ſu- 
perſeded. | 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time in the month 
of June, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, 
lay before the Council at Fort William in Bengal, ſeveral pro- 
poſitions, for the purpoſe of carrying into effect the intentions of 
the Board to render the ſaid Rajah more independant, to prevent 
him from being reduced to what he, the laid Warren H-ſtings, 
calls the mean and depraved ſtate of a mere Z<mindar, and to 
raiſe him to a ſituation of power and dignity unknown to any of 
his anceſtors : That in order to carry the ſaid intentions into exe- 
cution, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did iter alia ſpecially propoſe, 
and with the approbation of his Council did actually convey to 
Cheit Sing the powers of executing criminal juſtice and of coin- 
ing money within his dominions, which powers, in that country, 
have always been conſidered as marks of ſovereignty; and did 
further propoſe, that whilſt the Rajah ſhouid continue faithful to 
his engagements, and punctual in his payments, and ſhould pay 
due obedience to the Ezitiſh Government, no more demands 
ſhould be made upon him by the Eaſt India Company, of any 
kind; or on any pretence whatſoever ſhould any perſon be allow- 
ed to interfere with his authority, or dilturb the peace of his 
country: Which propoſition was agreed to by the Council, and 
was ordered to be communicated to the ſaid Rajah Cheit Sing by 
Francis Fowke Eſq. the then reſident at Benares; which volun- 


| tary reſtraint was propoſed by the faid Warren Haſtings, and laid 


by the Government upon its own aCtions, in order, among other 
purpoſes, to inſpire the Rajah with the greateſt confidence, with- 
out which he the ſaid Rajah would expect from every change of 
government additional demands to be made upon him, and would 
of courſe deſcend to all the arts of intrigue and concealment 
practiſed by other dependant Rajahs; and becauſe, by proper 
encouragement, he would prove a powerful ally, and a uſeful 
barrier to the Eaſt India Company ; but that he would be neither 
the one nor the other, if the conditions of his connection with the 
Company were left open to future variations. | 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in or about the month of 


June, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, did propoſe 


to his Council that Rajah Cheit Sing ſhould engage to maintain 
in conſtant pay a body of two thouſand cavalry, for which the 
Company were to pay after the rate of fifteen rupees per month 
for each private man, and in proportion for the officers, ſo long 
as they ſhould continue in the ſervice of the ſaid Company. That 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings then declared it was far from his inten- 


tion to propoſe the above or any other article to be impoſed upon 


the ſaid Rajah by compulſion ; and the Board did finally reſolve, 
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on or about the month of July, in the year laſt aforeſaid, that it 
be recommended to the ſaid Cheit Sing to keep up two thouſand 
cavalry, to be diſciplined after the European manner; but that 
there be no obligation upon him ſo to do. | 

That by theſe and various other acts, agreements, ircaties, 
or ſtipulations, the ſaid Rajah Cheit Sing was, under the autho- 
rity of the Eaſt India Company, fully confirmed and ſecured in 
the free and uncontrouled authority in the regulation and govern- 
ment of his Zemindary, ſubject to no demand of any ſort or 
kind, or upon any pretence whatſoever, over and above the pay- 
ment of the rent or tribute ſtipulated to be by him paid. 


That the ſaid Warten Haſtings was bound by the duties of his 


office, and by the ties of juſtice and public faith, ſtrictly to ad- 
here to the atoreſaid treaties, ſtipulations, and engagements, and 
to every other treaty, ſtipulation, and engagement, which ſub- 
ſoſted between the Eaſt India Company and the ſaid Rajah, or to 


which the ſaid Company were or had been parties or guarantees, 


according to the plain ſenſe and true underſtanding of the ſame. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, whiift he was Governor Ge- 
neral as aforeſaid, in direct breach of his duty, and of the truſt 
repoſed in him, and in poſitive contradiction to the treaties, 
ſtipulations, and engagements, which exiſted between the Eaſt India 
Company and the ſaid Rajah, and with a view to haraſs, diſtreſs, 
and finally to ruin, the ſaid Rajah, in conſequence of pre-con- 
ceived malice againſt him, did on ſome day in the month of July, 
in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-eight, under 
the pretence of a war in Europe, of which he the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings had not any authentic accounts, and at a time when 
the treaſury of the Eaſt India Company was unuſually full, and 
when no general levy or contribution was made upon any other 
perſons in ſituations ſimilar to that of the ſaid Cheit Sing, require 
that the ſaid Cheit Sing ſhould furniſh three battalions of Se- 
poys, at his own expence, for the ſervice of the ſaid Eaſt India 
Company, and did extort from the ſaid Cheit Sing the ſum of 


five lacks of rupees, under pretence of providing and paying for 


the ſaid battalions, 

That the faid Warren Haſtings did farther, in or about the 
month of ſuly, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy-nine, extort a like ſum of five. Jacks of rupees from the 
faid Cheit Sing, under ſimilar or ſuch like pretences, and did 
compel the payment of the ſame by means of a military force 
and did alſo extort the payment of a farther ſum of two thouſand 
pounds ſterling, or thereabouts, under pretence of paying the 
expences of the ſaid force, : 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did again, on or about the 
twenty-ſecond day of June, in the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and eighty, extort from the ſaid Cheit Sing, by ſimilar 


and other rigorous means, and particularly by the threats By 
ne 
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ne of ten thouſand pounds, the payment of the like ſum of five. 
lacks, under the aforeſaid and other ſuch like pretences, although _ 
he the ſaid Haſtings had, on the twenty-firſt day of June, that is 
to ſay, on or about the day before the ſaid renewed demand, 
privately received from a perſon named Sadanund, buxey or trea- 
ſurer to the ſaid Rajah, a preſent or bribe of two lacks of rupees, 
or ſome other ſum, which was given under the plea of atoning 
for the oppoſition alledged by the faid Warren Haſtings to have 
been made againſt the payment of the ſaid ſubſidy, but really in 
hopes of its inducing him the ſaid Warren Haſtings to give up 
that claim. | | 

That, notwithſtanding the receipt of the above-mentioned 
bribe or preſent, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in further proſecution 
of a wicked and malicious deſign to haraſs, oppreſs, and ruin 
the ſaid Rajah, did, on the ſecond day of November, one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and eighty, move at the Council Board, and 
Carry, a reſolution, that the Rajah of Benares ſhould be required 
to furniſh ſuch cavalry as he could ſpare for the ſervice of the 
Britiſh Government; and afterwards, under pretence and colour 
of the ſaid reſolution of the Board, did peremptorily and arbitra- 
rily demand from the ſaid Rajah two thouſand cavalry, which 


demand was afterwards reduced to ſome other number, but with- 


out any offer of paying for the ſame, although the ſaid Rajah 
was not bound to keep up any cavalry, and for whatever number 
he furniſhed for the ſervice of the Eaſt India Company he was to 
be paid at the rate already ſtated. | | | 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in further proſecution of the 
deſign aforeſaid, did, in direct defiance of both the letter and 
ſpirit of the ſaid treatics and agreements, wickedly and maliciouſſy 
enter into a clandeſtine negociation with the Vizier, Nabob of 
Oude, whom the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew to be the an- 
cicnt and hereditary enemy of the Rajah and his family, and from 
the enmity of whoſe father the ſaid Rajah's family had been 
ſecured and protected by the Britiſh power, in the year one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and fixty-five, for the expreſs purpoſe of ſell- 


ing the territories of the ſaid Rajah to the ſaid Vizier, for a ſum 


of money to be paid to the ſaid Eaſt India Company. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in further proſecution of the 
ſaid wicked deſign, and in order to draw the ſaid Rajah to ſome 
act which might afford a pretence for violence towards him, did, 
ſome time early in the month of January, in the year one thou- 
ſar! ſeven hundred and eighty-one, peremptorily and inſultingly 
write, or cauſe to be written, a letter to the ſaid Rajah, charging 


him with delay in payment of His monthly kiſts or payments, 


and with being the cauſe of the non-payment of the ſtipend of 
Mirza Sadit Ally, although the ſaid Cheit Sing did pay his kiſts 
with the utmoſt regularity, and the ſtipend to the ſaid _ 
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Sadit Ally x was paid with equal regularity, at the very time when 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did falſely and 9 charge him with 
delay in paying the ſame. 

That the faid Warren Haſtings, in further proſecution of the 
deſign aforeſaid, did, in or about the month of July, one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and <ighty-one, by a vote of Council, inveſt 
himſelf with an illegal and dangerous delegation of the powers of 
the whole Council, without any authority given to him ſo to do, 
either by the Eaſt India Company or by any act or acts of par- 
liament; and, among other things, did, in the manner afore- 
ſaid, confer upon himſelf full power and authority to form ſuch 
arrangements with the Rajah of Benares, for the better govern- 
ment and management of his Zemindary, and to perform ſuch 
acts, for the improvements of the intereſts which the Company 
poſſeſſed in it, as he ſhould think fit, and conſonant to the 
mutual engagements ſubſiſting between the Company and the 
Rajah. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, under colour of the above 
authority, and under certain falſe, wicked, and malicious pre- 
tences, with a view to haraſ*, ruin, and oppreſs the ſaid Cheic 
Sing, and with an intention to extort certain large and enormous 
ſums of money frum him, without any juft or reaſonable cauſe 
(although the ſaid Cheit Sing had a ſhort time before, knowing 
the malice of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, offered to pay the ſum of 
twenty lacks of rupces, for the ſervice of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany}, did wickedly aud maliciouſly undertake a journey to the 
pper Provinces, and in particular to the Province of Benares, 
and did then and there, in proſecution of the wickedneſs and ma- 
lice aforeſaid, wantonly, arbitrarily, and tyrannically degrade, 
infult, and falſely accuſe him the ſaid Rajah of certain acts of 
miſgovernment, and of diſaffection and breach of faith and duty 
to the Eaſt India Company, and of other crimes and offences, 
which ſaid pretended offences were ſet forth in a certain paper 
writing, delivered or ordered to be delivered to the ſaid Rajah by 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings: And although the ſaid Rajan did, by 
every means in his power, endeavour to pay every mark of reſpect 
and attention to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did expreſs the utmoſt 
diſtreſs and concern at having given any ſuppoſed cauſe of offence 

to him, and aſſured him, that his Zemindary, and all he poſſeſſed, 
were at his devotion, and did accompany his words with actions 
ſtrongly expreſſive of his fincerity ; and although the ſaid Rajah 
did, in the moſt ſubmiſſive and humble manner, either fully deny 
or offer a complete juſtification of himſelf from the falſe, wicked, 
and malicious charges brought againſt him, and did deſire a full 
enquiry into the truth of his allegations made in his defence 
aforeſaid, yet the ſaid Warren Haſtings did arbitrarily and tyran- 
nically order him the ſaid Rajah to ve put under arreſt in his own 
palace, 
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palace, and loaded him with unmerited indignities, which mea- 
ſure did cauſe great alarm amongſt his ſubjects, by diſgracing 
theic Prince in the eyes of all Hindoſtan, by being a flagrant 
inſtance of breach of faith, highly unwarrantable and diſgrace- 
ful, and tending materially to weaken the confidence which the 
native Princes ought to have in the jultice and moderation of the 
Britiſh Government. — That he the ſaid Rajah did, after the ſaid 
arreſt, write ſeveral letters, full of diſtreſs and ee and 
apparent deſpondency, to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who took 
little notice of the ſame; and a ſudden afftay having ariſen, in 
conſequence of the march of a company of Scpoys to reinforce 
the guard put over the Rajah, and in confequence of the inſults 
and indi-nities offered to him, and a part of the ſaid guard having 
been defiroyed by the fury of the populace, enraged by the out- 
rages offered to their Prince in their. preſence, and the Rajah 
having fled for ſafety, during the tumult, to a fort in the neigh- 
bourhood, he the ſaid Rajah did immediately, and at divers and 
ſundry times afterwards, fend other letters of ſubmiſfion to the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, requeſting permiſſion to juſtify himſelf 
from the charges brought againſt him, and offering to ſubmit in 
all things to the pleature of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who 
nevertheleſs conſtantly and peremptorily refuſed to anſwer or to 
liſten to the ſame; and at laſt, upon the pretence that the ſaid 
inſurrection or affray (really raiſed by his own violence, breach 
of faith, and oppreſſion) was the effect of a premeditated deſign 
to overturn the Britiſh empire in India, and to exterminate there- 
from the Britiſh nation; and that the faid Rajah aimed at the 
total ſubverſion of the authority of the Company, and the erection 
of his own independency upon its ruins ; and upon other allega- 
tions equally extravagant, untrue, and incredible; he the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did hazard the ſafety of the ſaid empire in the 
Eaſt, upon the event of a civil war, at a time when it was at- 
tacked by enemies upon every fide, rather than liſten to any terms 
of accommodation, or offers of juſtification from the ſaid Rajah 
and, collecting around him the troops of the Company, did 
wicked!y, arbitrarily, and tyrannically, expel the ſaid Rajah 
from thoſe territories which he held by virtue of repeated agree- 
ments with the Company, and to which he had not forfeited his 
right by any acts by him the ſaid Rajah done or omitted, previous 
ro the violent and unjuſt impriſonment aforeſaid ; in conſequence 
of which arreit and expulſion, an unjuſt war aroſe, much blood 
was ſhed, the collection of the revenues impeded, and the whole 
country thrown into confuſion; which ſaid war did extend itſelf 
into the neighbouring provinces, and which bloodſhed, war, and 
confuſion, are ſolely imputable to the miſconduct, violence, ty- 
ranny, and culpable improvidence of the ſaid Warren Haſtings. 


In all which unjuſt and illegal acts, repeated demands, extorſive 
| |S I exactions, 


fol 


exactions, arbitrary arreſt, and final expulſion of the ſaid Cheit 
Sing from his dominions, upon pretences, many of which were 
never ſuggeſted or alledged by the ſaid Warren Haſtings till aſter 
the ſaid expulſion, and in various other acts by him the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings done and omitted towards the ſaid Rajah, he 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings has, in many and various inſtances, 
acted contrary to the truſt repoſed in him, to the faith of ſolemn 
treaties, to his own declared ſenſe of his duty, and thereby greatly 
diſgraced and diſcredited the character of the Britiſh nation in 
India; and by all and every one of the aforeſaid acts, done, per- 
petrated, authoriſed, or permitted by him the faid Warren Ha- 


ſtings, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings was, and is, guilty of high 


Crimes and miſdemeanors. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did farther, after the flight of 


the ſaid Cheit Sing, direct an attack to be made upon a caſtle 
called Bidjegur, the reſidence of Panna, the mother of the ſaid 
Rajah, and of the ſurviving women of the family of Rajah Bul- 
want Sing; and, for the purpoſe of the directed attack, did 


order a body of troops to march and diſpoſſeſs them of their 


reſidence, and to ſeize upon their money and effects, without 
even pretending that they had committed any offence whatſoever, 
and without even enquiring whether the treaſure contained in the 
fortreſs of Bidjegur was the property of the ſaid women, or of 
Cheit Sing. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, neither then 
nor ſince, alledge, or attempt to prove, that the ſaid ladies ever 
were concerned, in the remoteſt degree, in any of the deſigns 
falſely by the ſaid Warren Haſtings imputed to the ſaid Cheit 
Sing; yet nevertheleſs he did not only beſiege, or cauſe to be 
beſieged, the fortreſs aforeſaid, but did ſtimulate the army to 
Tapine and outrage, by the wicked orders which he iſſued, by 
directing that the fort, and all the property it contained, ſhould 
be ſecured for the benefit of the detachment employed in reducing 
it, and by abandoning to the ſoldiery all the property of the ſaid 
women of every ſort, contrary to the practice of civilized na- 
tions, and particularly offenſive to the manners of the Eaſt, and 
the reſpect there paid to the female ſex. And did farther prohibit 
Major Popham, or the commanding officer of the army em- 
ployed in the above ſervice, from entering into any conditions 
with the ſaid mother of the ſaid Rajah, even for a proviſion ; and 
did declare, that if ſhe diſappointed certain expectations, or did 
not inſtantly comply with certain terms which he the ſaid War- 
ren Haftings propoſed to her, in conſequence of fome overtures 
from her, he would conſider it as a wanton affront, and never 
would forgive the ſame. That the ſaid mother of the ſaid Ra- 
Jah, having evacuated the fortreſs aforeſaid, and ſurrendered the 
fame upon certain terms, rather than incur the dangers with 
which ſhe was threatened by the faid Warren Haſtings, the 
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terms of the ſaid capitulation were violated, and the ſaid lady, her 
relations, and dependants, plundered, in conſequence of that 
ſpirit of rapacity excited by the acts of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
and his abandoning the plunder of the ſaid fort, and every thing 
it contained, to the ſoldiery: 

Which ſaid acts, orders, directions, or licence of him the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, giving up the plunder aforeſaid, in the man- 
ner aforeſaid, were iſſued, directed, or given by him the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, without any competent authority being veſted 
in him for that purpoſe; in direct contradiction to the orders of 
his maſters, and to his own ſenſe of his public duty; and which 
ſaid orders did, in the opinion of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
_ neceſſarily tend to bring corruption and ruin on the army. And 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after ſuch licence given to the ſoldiery 
to plunder for their own benefit, and after the ſpoil made in con- 
ſequence of that licence, amounting in value to a very large ſum, 
was actually divided amongſt and ſhared by the ſoldiery, did 
retract his declaration of right, and his permiſſion to the ſoldiers 
to appropriate the plunder to themſelves, and did endeavour, by 
various artifices and devices, to explain away ſuch his declaration 
and permiſſion, and to recover from the ſoldiery the ſpoil fo 
before by himſelf granted to them; but having failed in this 
attempt to reſume, by a breach of faith with the ſoldiers, what 
he had unlawfully granted by a breach of duty to his conſtituents, 
he then attempted to obtain the ſame from the ſoldiers and offi- 
cers as a loan; and failing in this attempt alſo, and this ſpoil 
being the only part of the treaſures belonging to the Rajah, or 
any part of his family, the ſaid Warren Haſtings was altogether 
fruſtrated in the acquiſition of every part of- that diſhonourable 
object which alone he had pretended to, and purſued through a 
long ſeries of acts of injuſtice, inhumanity, oppreſſion, violence, 
and bloodſhed, to the great riſk, even in his own opinion, of the 
total ſubverfion of the Britiſh empire in India, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings having, as aforeſaid, expelled 
the ſaid Cheit Sing from his dominions, did of his own uſurped 
authority, and without any communication with, or any appro- 
bation given by, the other Members of the Council, nominate 
and appoint Rajah Mehipnarain to the government of the pro- 
vinces of Benares, and did appoint his father, Durbedgy Sing, 
as adminiſtrator of his authority; and did give to the Britiſh 
Reſident, William Markham, a controlling authority over both; 
and did farther abrogate and ſet aſide all treaties and agreements 
which ſubſiſted between the ſtate of Benares and the Britiſh na- 
tion; and did arbitrarily and tyrannically, of his mere authority, 
raiſe the tribute to the ſum of four hundred thouſand pounds 


| ſterling, or thereabouts; did further wantonly and illegally im- 
| pole 
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poſe certain oppreſſive duties upon goods and merchandize, to the 
great injury of trade, and ruin of the provinces; and did farther 
diſpoſe of, as his own, the property within the ſaid provinces, 
by granting the ſame, or parts thereof, in penſions to ſuch per- 
ſons as he thought fit, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time in the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty two, enter into a clandeſtine 
correſpondence with William Markham Eſquire, the then Re- 
fident at Benares; which faid Markham had been by him the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings obtruded into the ſaid office contrary to 
the poſitive orders of the Court of Directors: And in conſequence 
of the repreſentations of the ſaid Markham did, under pretence 


that the new exceſhive rent or tribute was in arrear, and that the 


affairs of the provinces were likely to fall into confuſion, autho- 
rize and empower him, by his own private authority, to remove 
the ſaid Durbedgy Sing from his office, and deprive him of his 


eſtate. | 
That the ſaid Durbedgy Sing was, by the private orders and 


authorities given by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and in conſe- 
quence of the repreſentations aforeſaid, violently thrown into 


priſon, and cruelly confined therein, under pretence of the non— 
payment of the arrears of the tribute aforeſaid. 
That the widow of Bulwant Sing, and the Rajah Mehipna- 
rain, did pointedly accuſe the ſaid Markham of being the ſole 
cauſe of any delay in the payment of the tribute aforeſaid, and 
did offer to prove the innocence of the ſaid Durbedgy Sing, and 
alſo to prove that the faults aſcribed to him were ſolely the faults 
of the ſaid Markham; yet the ſaid Warren Haſtings did pay no 
regard whatever to the ſaid repreſentations, nor make any 
enquiry into the truth of the ſame, but did accuſe the ſaid 
widow of Bulwant Sing, and the Rajah aforeſaid, ef groſs pre- 
ſumption for the ſame; and, liſtening to the repreſentations of 


the perſon accuſed (viz. the Reſident Markham), did continues to 


conhne the ſaid Durbedgy Sing in priſon, and did inveſt the Re- 


ſident Markham with authority to beſtow his office upon whom- 


ſoever he pleaſed, | 3 | 

That the ſaid Markham did beſtow the ſaid office of admi- 
niſtrator of the province of Benares upon a certain perſon named 
Jagger Deo Seo, who, in order to gratify the arbitrary demands 
of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, was obliged greatly to diſtreſs and 
haraſs the unfortunate inhabitants of the ſaid provinces, 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time in the year one 


thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-four, remove the ſaid Jagger 
Deo Seo from the ſaid office, under pretence of certain irregu+ 
larities and oppteſſions, which irregularities and oppreſſions are 


ſolely imputable to him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 


That 


E 


That the conſequences of all theſe violent changes and arbi- 
trary acts were, the total ruin and deſolation of the country, and 
the flight of the inhabitants; the ſaid Warren Haſtings having 
found every place abandoned at his approach, even by the officers 
of the very government which he eſtabliſhed, and ſeeing nothing 
but traces of devaſtation in every village; the provinces, in effect, 


without a government; the adminiſtration miſconducted; the 


people oppreſſed ; trade difcouraged ; and the revenue in danger 
of a rapid decline, 

All which deſtruction, devaſtation, oppreffion, and ruin, are 
ſolely imputable to the above-mentioned and other arbitrary, 
illegal, unjuſt, and tyrannical acts of him the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings z who by all and every one of the ſame, was, and is, 
guilty of high crimes and miſdemeanors, 


RTIC LE 


HAT the mother and grandmother of the preſent Vizier 
Aſoph ul Dowla, Nabob of Oude, are amongſt the women 
of the higheſt rank, family, and diſtinction in Aſia, the former 
being the wife of the Jate Suja ul Dowla, and the latter widow 
of Sufder Jung, and daughter of Sadit, the predeceſſor of the 
ſaid Sufder Jung in the government of Oude, which ſaid Sufder 


Jung, father of Suja ul Dowla, and grandfather of the preſent 


Nabob of Oude, firſt obtained his rank among the princes of 
India through the mezns of the ſaid alliance. 

That the ſaid mother and grandmother of the ſaid Aſoph ul 
Dowla were in poſſeſſion of certain landed eſtates, called Jaghires, 
and certain valuable moveables, for the purpoſe as well of main- 
faining their own rank and dignity, as for the maintenance of 
their numerous family and dependants. 

That on or about the months of September or October, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, John Briſtow Eſq. 
the then Reſident at the court of Oude, was requeſted by A ſoph 
ul Dowla, Nabob of Oude, and Vizier of the Empire, to uſe 
his endeavours to perſuade his ſaid mother, commonly called the 


Bow Begum, to affiſt him with a ſum of money, under a pie- 


tence of his great diftreſs and urgent neceſſities, which were 
principally occaſioned by the heavy debt which he had incurred 
to the Eaſt India Company. 
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That the (aid Bow Begum did poſitively refuſe to advance of 
pay to the Nabob any ſum or ſums of money whatſoever, 
unleſs for the ſake, and under the guarantee of the Engliſh. 

That in conſequence thereof a ſolemn treaty was finally 
concluded between the ſaid Vizier and the ſaid Begum, by 
which ſhe the ſaid Begum conſented to pay to the Vizier the 
ſum of thirty lacks of rupees in money and goods, and granted 
to him a releaſe for the ſum of twenty-ſix lacks, which ſhe had 
formerly advanced to him the ſaid Vizier; which ſaid ſum of 
money was paid and releaſed under the expreſs condition that no 
farther ſum of money ſhould ever be demanded from her by the 
faid Vizier, upon any occaſion, or upon any pretence whatſo- 
ever, and under the farther expreſs condition, that the jaghires, 
lands, money, goods, and property of every kind, then in her 
poſſeſſion, ſhould be firmly ſecured and guaranteed to her, under 
the protection and guarantee of the Engliſh nation; and that no 
further loan, claim, or demand of any ſoit, ſhould ever be required 
from her. 2 

That the ſaid agreement or treaty was confirmed by the moſt 
facred forms of the Mahomedan religion by the ſaid Vizier, and 
was fully guaranteed by the ſaid Briſtow upon the part of the 
Eaſt India Company. | 

That the ſaid guarantee was afterwards, viz, in or about the 
month of November of the year laſt zforeſaid, fully approved 
of, and confirmed by the Governor General and Council, War- 
ren Haſtings being then Governor General as aforeſaid. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, being Governor General 


as aforeſaid, was (as it was his duty to be) fully apprized both 


of the nature and extent of the ſaid guarantee, and has fre- 


quently declared his own ſenſe of the binding force and opera- 


tion of the ſame, and of the diſgrace and diſcredit which would 
fall upon the Engliſh name, if even the appearance of oppreſ- 


Hon exiſted towards a perſon of the Begum's ſex and character, 


after the honour and faith of the Eaſt India Company was 
pledged for the obſervance of the ſaid treaty. | 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in conformity to the above 
juſt ſenſe of the nature and extent of the ſaid treaty and guarantee, 
has repeatedly interfered with his authority ro ſupport and defend 
the ſame; and in particular, ſometime in the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ſeventy- eight, upon certain complaints being made to 
the Governor General and Council by the ſaid Begum, of certain 
infractions of the ſaid treaty, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in con- 


currence with the Council, write, or order to be written, to Natha- 


niel Middleton Eſq. then Reſident at Oude, a letter or order to the 
effect following: — That ſhe, the ſaid Begum, was entitled to the 
protection of the Britiſh Government by an act not ſought by the 
ſaid Government, but ſolicited by the Nabob himſelf, and granted in 

compliance 
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compliance with his and her requeſt; and therefore the ſaid 
Reſident was empowered to afford his ſupport and protection to 


ber in due maintenance of all the rights ſhe poſſeſſed by virtue 


of the treaty between her and her ſon, under the guarantee of 
the Company, and againſt every attempt that might be made, 
directly or indirectly, to infringe tbem. In conſequence of 
which letter or order, ſhe was protected by the ſaid Reſident in 
the enjoyment of her rights, under the authority of the guarantee 
aforeſaid. . | 

T bat the ſaid elder Begum, wife of Sufder Jung, and grand- 
mother of Aſoph ul Dowla, was alſo in poſleſſion of certain 
jaghires and effects, in the quiet poſſeflion of which ſhe was 
moleſted by the ſaid Aſoph ul Dowla, and in conſequence thereof 
ſhe, the ſaid elder Begum, applied for relief and protection to 
the Governor General and Council of Fort William, he the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings being Governor General as aforeſaid ; who 
did accordingly interfere in her behalf, by directing the Reſident 


Middleton, ſome time in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred 


and ſeventy-eight, to repreſent to the Nabob the conſequences 
of ſuch arbitrary proceedings, the reprozch to which his honour 
and reputation, as well as that of the Britiſ Government from 
being connected with him, would be expoſed by ſuch acts of 
cruelty and injuſtice, and the right which the ſaid Government 
derived, from the nature of its alliance with him, to expect that 
he would pay a deference to its remonſtrances.— That in conſe- 


- quence of the above and other interferences, powers, and autho- 


rities, made, given, granted, or confirmed by the Governor 
General and Council aforeſaid, the ſaid elder Begum was finally 
and fully ſecured in the poſſeſſion of the jaghires and effects, and 
in the government of the family of Sufder Jung, which was 
then ſtated by her, and acknowledged by the faid Middleton 


and Warren Haſtings, to be dependant upon her the ſaid Begum 


and the poſitive guarantee of the Britiſh nation was by the ſaid 
Reſident, under the authority of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ſo- 


lemnly pledged to her for her protection. 


That the ſaid Warren Haftings did, ſome time in the months 
of May, June, or July, in the year one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and eighty-one, illegally and unwarrantably confer upon 
himſelf complete and full military authority and command over 
all the troops of the Eaſt India Company ſtationed beyond the 
provinces of the {aid Company, and particularly over the troops 
{tationed in the dominions of the ſaid Vizier, 

That the faid Warren Haſtings did about the ſame time, con- 
trary to law, to his duty, and to the very nature of the powers 
veſted in him, confer upon himſelf a full and complete dele- 
gation of the whole power and authority of the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council of Fort William, Th 
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That he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ſome time before, that is to 
ſay, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, 
did recal the Reſident at the Court of Oude, ſpecially nomi- 
nated and appointed thereto by the Court of Directors, with- 
out any fault being to be found, as he himſelf has ſince de- 
clared, with the conduct of the ſaid Reſident ; and did arrogate 
to himſelf the nomination of the Reſident at the Court of 


Oude as his particular agent and repreſentative, and did inveſt 


Nathaniel Middleton with the ſaid office. 

That the ſaid Nabob of Oude was in ſubſtance and effect, as 
well as in general repute and eſtimation, dependant upon, and 
under the control of, the Governor General of Bengal. 

That he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did in ſubſtance and effect 
inveſt the ſaid Middleton with great civil and military authority 
in the dominions of the faid Nzbob, | 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by the above illegal dele- 


gation of authority, by the improper nomination of the Reſident, 


by being in poſſeſſion of the real, though not of the oſtenſible 
power in the dominions of the ſaid Nabob Vizier, and by many. 
other acts by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf, or by his 
authority, approbation, and concurrence, done and committed, 
he the ſaid Werren Haſtings did render himſelf peculiarly re- 
ſponſible for the good government of the ſaid provinces. | 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was bound by the ties of 
juſtice and good faith, and by the duties of his office, and the 
truſt repoſed in him, ſtrictly to adhere to treaties entered into 
or guaranteed by the Eaſt India Company or the Britiſh nation, 
and to attend to the happineſs and ſecurity of the properties, 
poſſeſſions, liberties, and lives of thoſe who either were ſubject 
to, or dependant upon, the Britiſh power in India. | 

That he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, under colour and pretence 
of the above-mentioned illegal delegation of authoiity, and, as 
he pretended, in proſecution of certain objeAs mentioned by 
him in a minute dated the twenty-firſt of May, in the year 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, did undertake 2 
journey to the Upper Provinces, and having met the aforeſaid 
Nabob of Oude at a certain place called Chunar, did, in groſs 
violation of his duty, of the faith of treaties, of the ſanction of 
the Company's guarantee, and without any regard to juſtice or 
good faith, wickedly, ccrruptly, and maliciouſly enter into a 
certain treaty and agreement with the ſaid Nabob, ſince known 
by the appellation of the treaty of Chunar; whereby, among 


other things, power was given to the ſaid Nabob to reſume ſuch 


Jaghires as he ſhould find neceſſary, with a reſervation that the 
amount of ſuch as were guaranteed by the Company ſhould be 
paid through the Reſident in money; and although, at the time 
of the ſaid treaty, no charge of any ſort was made, as n 
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by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, againſt the mother and grand- 


' mother of the ſaid Nabob, and although nothing more is pur- 


ported by the ſaid treaty than a ſimple permiſſion to the ſaid 
Nabob, and although no particular jaghires and eſtates are 
pointed out, and although the ſaid treaty purports to be at the 
deſire of the ſaid Nabob, and the execution or non-execution of 
the ſame to depend entirely upon his diſcretion, he the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, having inveſted his creature Middleton with 
almoſt an abſolute authority over the dominions of the ſaid 
Nabob, did compel the ſaid Nabob to become the unnatural 
inſtrument of outrage and extortion againſt his own parents, 
and after much reſiſtance upon the part of the Nabob did force 
him to yield a nominal acquieſcence to the defires of the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, and to iſſue his own orders (which orders 
he did, at the very time of iſſuing the ſame, declare to be the 
effect of compulſion only) for the ſeizure and confiſcation of the 
eſtates and jaghires of his mother, grandmother, and many of 
the principal nobility of his country; which ſaid extorted orders 
were cruelly and violently carried into effect by the approbation 
and with the concurrence of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, to the 
ſubverſion of property, the deſtruction of many ancient and 
honourable families, the confuſion and diſcontent of the whole 
country, to the diſgrace of the prince thus made the inftrum: nt 
of perfidy and outrage towards his parents, and to the unſpeak- 


able diſhonour and diſgrace of the Britiſh name and character in 


the eyes of all Aſia; which lands, jaghires, and eſtates, when 
ſo taken, were firſt aſſigned to the ſaid Reſident, in part pay- 
ment of the pretended debt due to the Company, and finally 
mortgaged to ſhroffs, bankers, or money dealers, for the uſe of 
the ſaid Company, and no ſteps of any kind were taken, either 
by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, or by his order and authority, to 
ſecure the amount of the ſaid jaghires to be paid to the ſaid ladies; 
and poſitive orders were given by the ſaid Warten Haſtings, 
that the ſaid Nabob ſhould not be permitted to reitore the laid 
eſtates to his ſaid parents, who thereby were reduced to great 
difficulty, diſtreſs, and want. 

By all and every one of which acts and proceedings, he the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings was, and is, guilty of a bale and flagitious 


violation of the ſolemn guarantce of the Britiſh nation, and aifo 


guilty of a breach of the treaty of Chunar, and by the means 
by which he effected the above crimes is further guilty of fraud, 
violence, extortion, and injuſtice towards the Nabob of Oude 
and his ſaid parents, and is thereby guilty of high crimes and 

miſdemeanors. 
That not only the landed eſtates or jaghires, but the property, 
money, Jewels, and other 2 of the ſaid patenis of the Nabob 
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of Oude, were ſpecially guaranteed to them by the treaties 


aforeſaid. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, without even the form of a 
treaty, and in further direct violation of the above folemn en- 
gagements, during his reſidence at Chunar aforeſaid, did, under 
colour and pretence of the aforeſaid illegal powers and autho— 
rities delegated to him, and under certain other falſe, frivolous, 
wicked, and malicious pretences, communicate through Sir 
Elijah Impey, Knight, Chief Juſtice of the Supreme Court of 
Tudicature at Fort William in Bengal, firſt his pleaſure and 
then his orders to the Reſident Middleton, that the ſaid trea- 
ſures, ſolemnly guaranteed to the ſaid Begums, ſhould be 


confiſcated, and that the ſame ſhould be applied to the liqui- 


dation of the Nabob's pretended debt to the Eaſt India Company: 
Which ſaid pleaſure and order of the ſaid Warren Haſtings 


was forced upon the ſaid Nabob, and his conſent to the ſaid unjuſt 


and unjultifiable acts was wrung from him with an almoſt un— 
conquerable reluctance: | 

11 hat the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in proſecution of the ſaid 
unjuſt, violent, and oppreſſive orders, did ſpecially prohibit the 
ſaid Middleton from allowing any negociation or forbearance, 
and expreſsly ordered him to proſecute both ſervices (that is, 
the ſeizure of the jaghires as aforeſaid, and the confiſcation of 
the treaſures of the {aid ladies) until they, the ſaid ladies, were 
reduced to the entire mercy of the {aid Nabob, their jaghires in the 
quiet poſſeſſion of his Aumils, and their wealth in quiet poſ- 
jeſhon of thoſe who ſhou!d ſcreen it from private embezzlement; 
and by theſe and other orders given to the ſaid Middleton, did 
ſtimulate and encourage him, the ſaid Middleton, to every de- 
gree of ſeverity and outrage, and threatened him with the effects 
of dreadfui reſponſibility if he did not obey him, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings; and in order to enable him the better to carry the 
ſame violent and unjuſt meaſures into execution, did order a 
large force to be marched into the territories of the ſaid Vizier, 
without any requeſt from him the ſaid Nabob, and contrary to 
his declared and avowed defire and inclination. 


In conſequence of which pleaſure and orders of him, the ſaid 


Warren Hatitings, and by means of the authorities and powers 


by him given, the faid Middleton did, in conformity to the 


ſame, proceed to the city of Fyzibad with a party of Briiſh and 
other tro: ps, at which city the ſaid mother and grandmother of 
the ſaid Nabob did reſide; and after ſpending two days in ne- 
gociation (which ſmall delay was afterwards charged as a crime 
by the ſaid Warren Haſtings upon the ſaid Middleton) did firſt 
ſtorm the town, and then the caille where the ſaid ladies re- 
ſided, and did violently, wickedly, and cruelly extoit from the 
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ſaid Begums and their principal ſervants, a diſcovery of their 


treaſures and effects, by throwing the ſaid principal ſervants into 
priſon, loading them with fetters, and by vsrious other ſeverities 
and cruelties practiſed towards them; which ſaid treaſures and 


effects were firſt ſecured by the ſaid Middleton, or by his au- 


thority, and afterwards applied to the uſe of the Eaſt India 
Company. 
That the ſaid Reſident, Middleton, or his aſſiſtant Reſident, 


Johnſon, in farther proſecution of the orders of the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings, and in order to ſatisſy the unjuſt, oppreſſive, and ra- 
pacious ; demands of him, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did compel 
the principal miniſters of the ſaid Begums to enter into certain 
ſecurities for divers large ſums of money, and extort the pay- 
ment of the ſame by means horrid and cruel, by throwing the 
unfortunate miniſters aforeſaid into priſon, loading them with 
irons, depriving them of food, and by means of various other 
indignities and ſeverities: And the ſaid payment was finally 
made by the fale, or pretended ſale, of the effects, clothes, and 
wearing apparel of the ſaid ladies; which ſaid ſeizure of the trea- 
ſures of the ſaid Begume, the impriſonment of their miniſters, 
and ſubſequent ſale of their effects, were conducted with cir- 
cumſtances of aggravated atrocity, highly diſgraceful to the Bri- 
tiſh name and character, and were the means of reducing the 
mother and grandmother of the then reigning prince of Oude to 
the utmoſt diſtreſs, under the pretended authority of the ſaid 
prince, and of reducing the women and children of the late 


Nabob Suja ul Dowla, dependent upon the ſaid Begums by 


want of the mere neceſſaries of life, to break through all the 
principles of local decorum which conſtitute the character of the 
female ſex in that part of the world, and after fruitleſs ſuppli- 
cations and ſhrieks of famine, to endeavour to break the in- 
cloſure of the palace, and force their way to the market-place, 
in order to beg for bread, and finally to ſubmit to the extremity 
of diſgrace and degradation, by expoſing -themſelves to public 
view, with the ſtarving children of their late ſovereign, the 
brothers and ſiſters of the zeigning prince; in which attempt 
they were attacked by the Sepoys armed with bludyeons, and 


driven back by blows into the palace: For all which circum- 


ſtances of cruelty and barbarity the ſaid Warren Haſtings is in 
a peculiar manner reſponſible, many, if not moſt of the ſame 
being the neceſſary and inevitable conſequences of the illegal 
powers aſſumed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and the atrocious 
and unjuſt orders given by him, and many of the ſaid ſeverities 
and cruelties being made known to the ſaid Warren Haſtings by 
the Reſident or cthers; he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, although 
informed of the fame, did take no ſteps for the redreſs of the 
ſaid cruclties, but, on the contrary, did declare the ſame to be 
juſtiy 
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juſtly merited, and did ſtimulate and encourage his agents and 
others to continue and enforce the ſame. 

By all and every one of which actings, doings, and proceed- 
ings, by him, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, or by his authority, 
counſel, connivance, or criminal neglc&, done, perpetrated, 


and committed, he, the ſaid Warten Haſtings, was, and is, 


guilty of high crimes and miſdemeanors : 

Which ſaid crimes and miſdemeanors are not only greatly 
aggravated and increaſed by the outrage and violence offered to 
the perſons and properties of the ſaid ladies, the cruelties prac- 
tiſed towards their miniſters, and the miſery, degradation, and 
want to which they themſelves and their dependants were re— 


duced; but are alſo further aggravated by the inſtruments em- 


ployed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings in the perpetration thereof, 
the one being a ſon, who was compelled to become the inſtru- 
ment of extortion and violence againſt his own parents, and the 
other being his Majeſty's Chief Juſtice in India, a perſon by his 
ſituation peculiarly unht to become the tool of ſuch atrocious pro- 


ceedings. | 
And the ſaid crimes are farther aggravated and encreaſed by 


the falſe, frivolous, wicked, and malicious pretences, which he 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings has endeavoured to ſet up in juſtifi- 


cation of the above diſgraceful and atrocious acts, and which 
he has attempted to impoſe upon his maſters, the Directors of 
the Eaſt India Company, and the Britiſh nation, and by the 
malicious and unfounded accuſations which he has ſince brought 
againſt the ſaid Begums, and which he has endeavoured to 
ſupport by means highly diſgraceful to Britiſh government, and 
by a ſcandalous proſtitution of the ſacred character of Britiſh 


juſtice in India. | 


And the ſaid Warren Haſtings has farther aggravated his ſaid 
offences, by audaciouſly ſtifling an enquiry into the crimes 
charged by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings upon the ſaid prin- 
ceſſes; which enquiry he was bound to make, becauſe the 
Court of Directors did declare themiclves diſſatisfied with the 
ſcandalvus evidence tranſmitted by him in his juſtification of the 
wicted atis aforeſaid, and did in effect and ſubſtance direct him 
to make a fuller enquiry, and to procure, if he could procure, 
evidence fitter for his juſtification, and to give the oppreſied 
women of rank aforeſaid the means of objecting to the faid 
evidence, and of producing evidence on their part; and the ſaid 
enquiry ,. in conſideration of the true intent and meaning of 
the letter from the Court of Directors, was propoled by his 
colleague, John Stables Eſq. and reſiſted by the ſaid Warten 
Haſtings, who did thereby prefumptuouſly endeavour to paſs an 
act of indemnity for his own crimes, did wantonly inſult the 


ſufferings of the allies of the Cumpany, and ſhew an indecent 
| contempt 
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contempt of the authority and opinions of the Directors, his 
lawful maſters, | 

And all the above acts and deeds are ſtill more highly aggra- 
vated by the groſs and avowed corruption in which they ori- 
ginated ; the ſaid Warren Haſtings at or about the time when 
he executed the ſaid treaty at Chunar, withdrew the guarantee, 
and planned the ſeizure of the treaſures as aforeſaid, having 
accepted and taken to his own uſe a preſent or bribe of one 
hundred thouſand pounds from the ſaid Nabob of Oude, con- 
trary to his duty, the orders of his maſters, and the poſitive 
directions of the law, to the great diſcredit, diſgrace, and diſ- 


Honour of the Britiſh name and character. 


ARTICLE THIN 


T certain treaties of amity and friendſhip were entered 
into between Suja ul Dowla, Vizier of the empire, and 
Achmet Khan, a chief of the nation of Affghans, or Pattans, 
a prince of a noble and ancient family, whoſe anceſtors fill a 
teſpected ſtation in the annals of Indoſtan, and who from an 
early period have been the friends and allies of the Britiſh power 
in India. 
That during the life of the ſaid Achmet Khan, the ſaid Suja 
ul Dowla did unjuſtly withhold and retain poſſeſſion of certain 


territories which did of right belong to the ſaid Achmet Khan, 


and both he, and his ſon and ſucceſſor Aſoph ul Dowla, did, 
under pretext of friendſhip, protection, and guardianſhip of 
Muzuffer Jung, ſon and ſucceſſor to the ſaid Achmet Khan, 
make new and repeated invaſions of the rights and poſſeſſions of 


the ſaid Muzuffer Jung, during his minority; and did fraudu- 


lently obtain from him the ſaid Muzuffer Jung, an inſtrument, 
or pretended inſtrument or treaty, derogatory to farmer treaties, 
and the rights of Muzuffer Jung, under colour of which, or 
under ſome other colour or pretence, the Nabob Aſoph ul 
Dowla aforeſaid, Vizier of the empire, did place the territories 
of the ſaid Muzuffer Jung under the authority of an officer, 
appointed by him the ſaid Nabob Vizier, called a ſiz wall, 
or ſequeſtrator, the ſevere exerciſe of whoſe undue authority in 
the collecting of a tribute, concerning the juſtice of which 
Warren Haſtings has expreſſed doubts, but the amount of 


which has invariably continued a part of the funds aſſigned by 
the 
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the Vizier as a proviſion for the ſeveral public demands of the 


Eaſt India Company on him the ſaid Vizier, was the cauſe of 
great ruin to the country, aud of many complaints from the ſaid 
Muzuffer Jung. | | 

That Warren Haſiings Eſquire, being Governor General 
as aforeſaid, and the ſaid complaints being made to the Britiſh 
Government by the ſaid Muzuffer Jung, he the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings “ did deem it incompatible with the dignity and ho— 
* nour of the government over which he pteſided, to appear to 
* countenance the exerciſe of an authority altogether unſupported 
& by equity and juſtice, and much more fo to ſhare in the 
& odium of a ſevere and oppreſſive exerciſe of ſuch an au- 
* thority;“ and did, „from motives of common juſtice, and 
* from a ſenſe of the Nabob Muzuffer Jung's weaknels and in- 
& capacity, and of the knavery and corruption of his ſervants,” 
on or about the twenty-ſecond day of May, in the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty, propofe to his Council, in 
order to relieve the ſaid Muzuffer Jung from the indignity and 
hardſhips under which he laboured, entirely to withdraw the 
ſizwall, and to nominate one of the Company's civil ſervants 
to that truſt, with the ſame powers as formerly exerciſed by the 
ſaid native officer, ſubject to the authority of the Britiſh Re- 
ſident at the Court of Oude: 

Wich propolition was carried into effect upon the reaſons, and 
for the purpoſes mentioned and declared by the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings, in a minute dated the ſaid twenty-ſecond day of May, in 
the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty; and in conſe- 
quence thereof George Shee was appointed to the office afore- 
ſaid. 

That by the aforeſaid acts done by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
and by various powers and authorities given or authoriſed by him, 
the ſaid Muzuffer Jung was completely taken under the Eaſt India 
Company's protection; which Company, and their ſervants and 
repreſentatives, and particularly the ſaid Warren Haſtings, their 
Governor General, became reſponſible for the good government 
of the territories of that prince, whom they had thus put in a 
ſtate of pupillage, and were bound to protect him, not only 
from the oppreſſions of the officers of the ſaid Vizier, but alſo 
from the effects of his own weakneſs on the one hand, and the 
knavery and corruption of his ſervants on the other. * 

That be the ſaid Warren Haſtings falſely pretending, that if 
Muzuffer Jung muſt endure oppreſſion, he the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings durſt not then propoſe his relief: | TEE 

And that the authority of the ſaid Shee was more ſubverſive of 
the authority of the ſaid Muzuffer Jung than that of the Vizier's 
officer, and the exerciſe of it more oppreſſive ; | . 
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And alſo falſely pretending, that the Nabob Muzuffer Jung 
was equally anxious with the Vizier for the recal of the lad 
Shee : | 
And further falſely pretending, that it was the deſire of him 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that a proper guardian ſhould be ſe- 
lected for him the ſaid MuZuffer Jung, from among the ancient 
dependanis of his family, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, upon theſe 
and other pretences, equally falſe, and not poſſeſſing any legal 
authority to enter into, or to conclude, any treaty whatſoever, 
and having, at or about the fame time, received from the faid 
Nabob of Oude a prefent or bribe of ten lacks of rupees, did, at 
à certain place called Chunar, enter into a certain treaty or agree- 
ment, dated the nineteenth day of September, in the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred ant eighty-one, with Aſoph ul Dowla 
aforeſaid, Nabob of Oude; by which treaty he did expreſsly ſti- 
pulate, „that no Britiſh Reſident ſhould be appointed at Far- 
* ruckabad, and the preſent one recalled ;” by which treaty he did 
abandön that country, the protection of which he had but a ſhort 
time before undertaken from motives of common jultice, and 
did deliver over the heipleſs prince thereof to the rapacity of the 
Vizier and his ſervants, the exerciſe of whoſe authority over the 
faid Muzuffer Jung he the ſaid Warren Haſtings has declared to 
be founded neither in equity or juſtice, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, neither at the time of 
making the ſaid treaty, nor has he ſinee; ever attempted to bring 
the ſaid Shee to any trial for the pretended oppreflion of which he 
thus ' accuſed him; on the contrary, he very ſoon after his recal 
did confer upon him a large penſion, and did ſhortly after confer 
upon him a highqudicial office, for which he was peculiarly un- 
fit, if he had ever been guilty of any ſuch crime, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did neither then, nor has he 
fince, ever given the leaſt reaſon to believe, that any of the pre- 
rences upon which he grounded the ſaid treaty had any founda- 
tion whatever in truth; on the contrary, there is every reaſon to 
conclude, that they were totally falſe, and that the bribe afore- 
ſaid was the real, and the ſaid pretended reaſons only the oſten- 
fible grounds for the faid treaty. 

Tat the ſaid Vizier underſtanding the ſaid treaty (as it was 
really meant) to give him an uncontrouled authority over Far- 
ruckabad ; and that, by the ſame, he was left to ſettle his mat- 
ters as he could with the ſaid Muzuffer Jung; he the ſaid Vizier 
did ſhortly after appoint a certain perſon, named Allmas Ali 
Cawn, to be ſizwall at Farruckabad, which' appointment the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did very ſcon after compel him to recal, and 
by that compulſion did violate the very treaty of Chunar, which 
he had but a 21 8 before entered into with the ſaid 


Vizier, 
D That 
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That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, nearly about the ſame 
time, that is to ſay, on or about ſome day in the month of No- 
vember, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty one, 
recommend one Subghut Ulla, a ſervant of the ſaid Muzuffer 
Jung, to have the chief management of his affairs: 

Which ſaid recommendation was in direct contradiction to the 
reaſon given by the ſaid Warren Haſtings for the appointment of 
the ſaid Shce, he having then declared the knavery and corrup- 
tion of the ſervants of the ſaid Muzuffer Jung to be ſuch, that it 
was neceſſary he ſhould be taken out of their hands, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, at or about the time of 
the ſaid recommendation, make himſelf reſponſible to the Vizier 
for the payment of the tribute payable to the ſaid Vizier by the 
ſaid Muzuffer Jung; which tribute was not paid, either by the 
ſaid Subghut Ulla or the ſaid Warren Haſtings; and by the non- 
payment of which he the ſaid Warren Haſtings was guilty of an- 
other breach of faith to the ſaid Vizier, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, alledging that the ſaid Subghut 
Ulla had reported that the interference to which his maſter owed 
his then protection was purchaſed by him from the Engliſh gen- 
tlemen, meaning thereby the Governor General and Council, or 
Chief Juſtice, or ſome of them, or ſome other Engliſh perſons 
in authority, or poſſeſſion of influence in the government, did, of 
his own authority, in the month of April, in the year one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two, order the ſaid Subghut Ulla 


to be diſmiſſed from the ſervice of the ſaid Muzuffer Jung, con- 


trary to the earneſt wiſhes and defires of the ſaid prince; and the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, having ordered ſuch diſmiſſion, did take 
no care whatever to place the affairs of the ſaid Muzuffer Jung 
in the hands of any proper perſon, but did again expoſe the un- 
fortunate prince aforeſaid to the ruinous effects of his own weak- 
neſs, and the knavery and corruption of his ſervants, from the 
effects of which weakneſs, knavery, and corruption, it was the 
duty of the ſaid Warren Haſtings to guard the prince whole pro- 
tection he had undertaken, | 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did further, ſome time in the 
month of Auguſt, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
Eighty-two, under pretence of the ſaid report propagated by one 
of the ſervants of the ſaid Muzuffer Jung, communicate his re- 


ſolution of withdrawing the Britiſh protection from the ſaid 


Muzuffer Jung to the Nabob Vizier, and did direct that effec- 
tual aſſiſtance ſhould be given to the Vizier, for the recovery of 
his claims upon Farruckabad, concerning the juſtice of which 
claims the ſaid Warren Haſtings has himſelf expreſſed doubts ; 


and the ſaid Vizier accordingly did re- appoint a native ſizwall, a 


ſubject or ſervant of him the ſaid Vizier, who was eſtabliſhed in 
his authority, and maintained ip the ſame, by means of a Britiſh 
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military force, commanded by Britiſh officers, and under the di- 
rection of the Britiſh Refident ; which ſaid acts, done upon the 
pretence aforeſaid, were in manifeſt contradiction to every prin- 


ciple of juſtice and equity towards the ſaid Muzuffer Jung. 


That the ſaid native ſizwall did aggravate and renew the ſeve- 
rities exerciſed by the former native ſizwall againſt the ſaid 
Muzuffer Jung, to the utter extinction of his rights, and the 
depriving him of the means of ſubſiſtence, which ſaid ſeverities 
and cruelties were made known to the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſo 
early as the month of October, in the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and eighty-two; and complaints concerning the ſame 
were repeated frequently, and particularly ia the month of Fe- 
bruary, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-three, with 
aſſurances, that if relief were delayed, the exiſtence of the ſaid 
Muzuffer Jung and his family became doubtful and difficult : Yet 
nevertheleſs the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in direct breach of his 
duty, delay to bring the ſaid complaints before his Council, from 
the month of October, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and eighty-two, till the month of October, in the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-three, and did, during the 
whole time aforeſaid, leave the ſaid Muzuffer Jung under the 
ſevere exerciſe of an authority, which in truth, and according to 
his own declaration, was unſupported by equity and juſtice, and 
which authority it was incompatible with the honour and dignity 
of a Britiſh government to appear even to countenance, but which 
authority was ſolely eſtabliſhed and maintained by the means of a 
Britiſh military force, ſubject to the orders and commands of the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings and his colleagues. 

T hat the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in the month of October, 
in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-three, make a 
propoſal to his Council for the appointing a Britiſh Reſident at 
Farruckabad, pretending he did the ſame from a ſenſe of ſub- 
miſſion to the implied orders of the Court of Directors, but really 
from a conviction long ſince entertained by him of the neceſſity 
of ſuch an appointment for the preſervation of our national credit, 
which national credit, however, he had put it out of his own 
power to preſerve, without a breach of the national faith, pledged 
to the Vizier by the treaty of Chunar. 

That in conſequence of ſuch propoſal, John Willes Eſquire 
was appointed to the office of Reſident at the city of Farruckabad, 
and did proceed to the ſaid city in execution of his duty, in which 
however he was much impeded by the neglect and by the orders 
of the ſaid Warren Haſtings; by which treaty aforeſaid, entered 
into at Chunar, the implied conſent given by the ſame to the ap- 
pointment of a native ſizwall, and ſubſequent breach of faith to 
the Vizier by ordering his recal ; the delivery over of Muzufter 


Jung to the corruption of his ſervants ; re-delivery of him to the 
| " 0 rapacity 


1 28 ] 


rapacity of the Vizier's ſervants z re- appointment of a Britiſh Re- 
ſ:cent, in direct contradiction to the (aid Chunar treaty; and by 
all the other acts and deeds before mentioned, done and omitted 
to be done by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, he has been guilty 


of great neglect of duty, uſurpation of authority, complicated 
breach of treaty, and duplicity, towards both the ſaid Vizier and 


the ſaid Muzuffer Jung, to the great diſgrace of the Britiſh name, 
and the diſcredit of the Britiſh government in India; having re- 
duced himſelf to the ſituation that he could neither deliver 


Muzuffer Jung from oppreſſion, without a breach of faith to the 


Nabob Vizier, nor ſuffer him to remain under the ſaid oppreſſion, 
without violating all faith and juſtice with regard to him. 

And by all and every one of the aforeſaid acts, done, perpe- 
trated, and committed by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, he was, 
and is, guilty of high crimes and miſdemeanors. | | 


* 
„— 


„ FOURTH. 


HAT it was the duty of Warren Haſtings Eſquire, while 
Governor General of Bengal, ſtrictly to attend to the ex- 
penditure of public money; and more particularly, in a time of 
war and public diſtre's, to be careful that thoſe revenues upon 
which the welfare and ſafety of the empire did neceſſarily depend, 
ſhould not be diminiſhed or ruined by diffipation and prodigality, 
and ſhould not be diverted from the public ſervice, and ſquan- 
dered for the purpoſe of increaſing his own perſonal influence, and 
providing for his dependants. | | | 
That it was the duty of Warren Haſtings Eſquire, in every 
inſtance in his power, to pay due obedience to the orders of the 
Court of Directors, his lawful ſuperiors. _ 
That it was a fundamental regulation of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, that all contracts ſhould be put up to public auction, and 
diſpoſed of to the beſt bidder. And it was, by the thirty-ſixth 


paragraph of the inſtructions given by the Court of Directors of 


the Eaſt India Company, to the Governor General and Council, 
dated ſome day in March, in the year one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and ſeventy-four, ſpecially directed, That all contracts, with 
the conditions, ſhould be publicly advertiſed, and ſealed propo- 
ſals delivered in for the ſame ;. and that every propoſal ſhould be 
opened in Council, and the preference given to the loweſt, pro- 
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vided ſufficient ſecurity ſhould be offered for the performance 
of the ſame; and that all ſuch propoſals, with all proceedings 
thereupon, ſhould be entered in a book, and be regularly tranſ- 
mitted to the Court of Directors. 

That it was the expreſs order of the Court of Directors of 
the Eaſt India Company, that their ſervants in Bengal ſhould 
advertiſe for, and ſhould receive every year, ſuch propoſals as 
might be offered for ſupplving the troops with proviſions, and 
for turniſhing draft and carriage bullocks to be employed with 
the army ; and that they ſhould in all cafes accept the propoſals 
which might appear moſt reaſonable in point of charge ; and 
that they ſhould take care, that in all their advertiſements a 
ſufficient time ſhould be allowed, before the expiration of the 
contract which might then ſubſiſt, or the time which they might 
limit for receiving propoſals, for ſuch perſons who might become 
candidates for the contractorſhip to prepare their propoſals for 
ſuch contract, | 
That divers other orders and commands, to the ſame purpoſe 
and effect, have been iſſued by the ſaid Court of Directors, at 
different times, to their ſervants in India. 

That the opium produced in Bengal and Bahar is a very con- 
ſiderable and lucrative article in the export trade of thoſe pro- 
vinces; and has of late years been under a monopoly for the 
advantage of the Eaſt India Company, and has been provided 
by a contractor; previous to the making a contract with 
whom, and in the contract made, all the rules and regulations 
preſcribed by the Directors of the Eaſt India Company ought to 
have been ſubſtantially obſerved and followed. 

That it was particularly directed and ordered, that the ſaid 
opium, when ſo provided, ſhould be conſigned to the Board of 
Trade, who were directed to diſpoſe of the ſame by public 
auction. | 1 
Iauhhat it was further the duty of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, not 

only to be careful in the expenditure of the public money, in 
the making of contracts, and in providing for ſervices; but it 
was alſo his duty to be particularly careful not to laviſh the 
money of his employers in exceſſive ſalaries and emoluments to 
favoured individuals, contrary not only to the general principles 
of his duty, but to the poſitive orders of his malters, 

That the Court of Directors did eſpecially order and direct that 
the ſum of fix thouſand pounds per annum, or ſome other ſuch 
ſum, ſhould be paid to the Commander in Chief, in full for his 
ſervices, as Commander in Chief, in lieu of travelling charges, 


and of all other emoluments whatſoever.,  _ 
That it was particularly the duty of the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
not to create, by his prodigality, that public diſtreſs, which he 
has ſince offered as the principal, if not the only excuſe, for 
: many 
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many of his violent and oppreſſive acts; and it was particu- 


larly his duty not to rob, by enormous and extravagant pen- 


ſions to his friends and favourites, that prince, whoſe ſubſidy to 
the Company was among its beſt reſources, but whoſe wants and 
neceſſities had forced him to incur an enormous debt to the 
Company, to the ruin of his country, and the great diſtreſs of 
the Eaſt India Company. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, without regard to his duty, 


or the truſt repoſed in him, the diſtreſs of the Company, or the 
orders of the Court of Directors, did, in purſuance of a ſyſtem 
of profuſion and prodigality, and with a view to enrich his fa- 
vourites and dependants, enter into many and various contracts, 
without the leaſt attention to the wholeſome orders above men- 
tioned; which ſaid improvident and corrupt contracts did greatly 
tend to the impoveriſhment and ruin of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany.— And he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did further authorize 
and approve of many enormous ſalaries and extravagant allow - 
ances to his favourites, and did laviſh away much of the reſources 


of the Company, and of the princes in alliance with them, in 


the ſame.— And in particular, 

Having granted a contract for the proviſion of opium to John 
Mackenzie for three years, without having advertiſed for the 
ſame, which ſaid tranſaction was condemned by the Court of 
Directors; and having, contrary to the orders above mentioned, 
taken away the ſale of opium from the Board of Trade at Cal- 
cutta ; he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in the year one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, grant to Stephen Sullivan 
Eſquire, ſon to Lawrence Sullivan (a perſon of great weight 
and influence with the Eaſt India Company, and then, on or 


about that time, Chairman of the Court of Directors of the ſaid 


Company), a contract for the proviſion of opium for four years, 


without advertiſing for the propoſals, and even, as far as appears, 
without receiving any written propoſals from the ſaid Sullivan 
for the ſame—And in the ſaid contract did omit the clauſe inſerted 


in the preceding contract, providing that the fame ſhould be 


liable to be determined by the orders of the Court of Directors; 


and did further take away ſundry reſtrictions uſually and pro- 
vidently impoſed upon the contractor in contracts of that nature; 


and, among other things, did aboliſh the office of inſpector into 


the quality of the opium, an office inſtituted for the ſole pur- 


poſe of preventing fraud upon the part of the contractor, and did 


not only grant the ſaid contract in a manner contrary to the 


orders of his maſters, but upon terms glaringly extravagant and 


wantonly profuſe, for the purpoſe of creating an inſtant fortune 
to the ſaid Sullivan, at the expence of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany ; the ſaid Sullivan poſſeſſing neither local knowledge nor 
ſkill in the particular manufacture; which ſaid Sullivan did 


never- 
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WS 
never execute, or attempt to execute, the ſaid contract, but 
did, on or before the execution of the articles between him and 


the Governor General and Council, transfer the ſame to John 
Benn Eſquire, for the ſum of three hundred and fifty thouſand 


| rupees, or ſome other large ſum ; which ſaid Benn did, almoſt 
at the ſame time, transfer the ſame to another, for the ſum of 


one hundred and forty-nine thouſand rupees, or fourteen thou- 
ſand nine hundred pounds per annum, or fome other large ſum, 
to be paid to him during the duration of the ſame. 

That the ſaid Warten Haſtings, in breach of his duty afore- 
ſaid, and upon pretence that there was little demand for the 
commodity which he had thus monopolized at an extravagant 
rate, and upon a pretence that no purchaſer had offered, and 
that there was little proſpect of any offering; although the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did make no attempt to ſell the ſame ; and 
although the Directors of the Eaſt India Company had ſpecially 
ordered the ſame to be conſigned to the Board of Trade, and 
put up to public auction; and although, in point of fact, there 
were perſons in Calcutta who had authority to bid for the 
whole, or the greateſt part of the ſaid opium Vet the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, in order to favour certain individuals, did 
borrow money at a large intereſt, for the purpoſe of advancing 
the ſame to the contractor aforeſaid, and did finally engage the 
Eaſt India Company in a ſmuggling adventure, of a complicated 
and expenſive nature, to China, where the importation of opium 
is expreſsly forbidden, not only to the great riſk and hazard, but 
to the great actual loſs of the ſaid Eaſt India Company, and to 
the great diſgrace of the Britiſh character in India. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in further proſecution of the 
ſaid ſyſtem of diſobedience to the orders of his ſuperiors, and 
of prodigality and profuſion above mentioned, having, ſome 
time in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-ſeven, 
accepted of propoſals for providing draft and carriage bullocks to 
the army for three years, without advertiſing for the fame, did, 
while one half or the time limited for the duration of the ſaid 
contract was unexpired, and without any complaint upon the 
part of the contractor, and without any complaint upon the part 
of the army, that the ſaid contract was inadequate to the regular 
ſupply, firſt approve of, and then carry in Council, a reſolution 
that a propoſal ſhould be made on the part of the Government to 
the then contractors, for diflolving the then exiſting contract, 
and entering into a new contract for five years, upon terms in- 
finitely more advantageous to the contractor, and more inju- 
rious to the Eaſt India Company, than the then ſubſiſting 
contract ; and did by the ſame agree for the keeping of a number 
of bullocks far exceeding the number which the Commander in 
Chief had ſome time before declared to be ſufficient for the 
| whole 
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whole army, and at a rate infinitely higher than that of the then 
exiſting contract; which ſaid unneceſſary increaſe, both in the 
number and rate, did- create a moſt wanton and enormous ex- 
pence to the Eaſt India Company, of no leſs a ſum than near 
fifty thouſand pounds per annum, or ſome other large ſum, more 
than the then exiſting contract; which ſaid propoſal and reſolu- 
tion was finally carried into effect, and a contract for the ſame 
granted 10 Charles Croftes, the confidential friend of the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, to the great loſs and damage of the Eaſt India 
Company, and in every reſpect contrary to the expreſs orders 


and direction of the Court of Directors. 


That the ſaid contract did contain a clauſe, by which it was 
agreed, that if at the end of four years the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, or their ſervants, ſhould not give notice to the con- 
tractor of their delire to put an end to the ſaid contract, that 
then, and in that caſe, the ſame ſhould be continued for one 
additional year, beyond the term of five years. 

That the Directors of the Eaſt India Company did condemn, 
in ſtrong and pointed terms, the above contract, and did direct 
that, one year at leaſt before the expiration of the ſame, adver- 
tiſements ſhould be iſſued for propoſals for a new contract upon 
the loweſt terms; yet the ſaid Warren Haſtings did neglect, at 
or before the expiration of four years, to give fuch notice as 
aforeſaid; by means of which neglect the ſaid contract was 
extended to fix years by virtue of the clauſe aforeſaid, as by re- 
ference thereto will more fully appear ; by which eiten the 
Company were not only, by the culpable neglect of the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, put under the neceſhty of continuing an ex- 
travagant and improvident contract for a longer time than they 
were bound to do, but a pretence was afforded to the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings to purchaſe a relinquiſhment of the ſaid contract, 
upon terms nearly, if not equally, extravagant with the con- 
tract itſelf, to the great loſs and damage of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, And the faid Warren Haſtings, after the extravagant 
purchaſe, did further, in direct contradiction to his duty, and 
to the orders of his maſters, grant the proviſion of bullocks for 
the army to one Sir Charles Blunt, by the mode of agency, a 


mode of conducting the buſineſs condemned by the Court of Di- 


rectors, as one in which private influence is likely to prevail 
over public advantage, where every erroneous calculation turns 
to the loſs of the public, and where the expence is uncertain and 
indefinite. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, by the ſaid acts done and 
omitted, firſt wantonly waſte the fel of his employers, 
and poſitively diſobey the orders of his maſters in granting the 
ſaid contract; then culpably neglect his duty, by not giving no- 


tice to the contractor of the Company's intention of putting an 
end 
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end to his contract; next did prodigally and extravagantly 
purchaſe the relinquiſhment of the right thus gained to the 
contractor by his own neglect ; and finally diſobey the repeated 
orders of his maſters, by the mode in which he conducted the 
bufineſs after the contractor's right was thus bought, 

That the ſaid Warren Hattings did, ſome time in the year 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and feventy-nine, in further proſe- 
cution of the ſaid corrupt and prodigal ſyſtem of government, 
and in direct contradiction to his duty, and the orders of his 
ſuperiors, and with a view to increaſe his own influence, create 
an eſtabliſhment for Sir Eyre Coote, then Commander in Chief, 
at an expence of no leſs a ſum than one hundred eighty-four 
thouſand one hundred and ſixty-two rupees per annum, or about 
eighteen thouſand pounds ſterling, which ſaid eſtabliſhment was 
created in conſequence of a claim which the ſaid Sir Eyre Coote 
made to certain allowances granted by the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
to Giles Stibbert, provincial Commander in Chief, before the 
arrival of Sir Eyre Coote in India: which allowances, to the 
amount of about eight thouſand pounds per annum, the faid 
Sir Eyre Coote contended did devolve upon him; and although 
there was no pretence to continue the ſame to the ſaid Stibbert, 
yet, nevertheleſs, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did continue the 
ſaid allowances to the ſaid Stibbert, and did further allow the 
above ſum of eighteen thouſand pounds per annum, or ſome 
other large ſum, to the faid Sir Eyre Coote, in lieu of the al- 
lowances thus demanded by him, | 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did further, in proſecution of 
the ſaid ſyſtem of profuſion and prodigality, and alſo in direct 
violation of the treaty between the Eaſt India Company and the 


| Nabob Vizier, ſome time in the year one thouſand feven hun- 


dred and ſeventy-nine, order and direct, through the means of 
his Council, that the extravagant allowances aforeſaid ſhould be 
added to the general debit of the Nabob Vizier's account by the 
Reſident at Lucknow, and that the ſame ſhould continue fo 
long as the General ſhould remain beyond the river Carum- 
naſſa. 

That although the Court of Directors, ſome time in the 
month of October one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty, 
did pointedly condemn the ſaid allowances, and order the ſame 
to be diſcontinued, yet the ſaid Warten Haſtings, in direct 
breach of his duty, of the treaty with the Vizier, and of the 
orders of his matters, did, of his own private authority, continue 
to the ſaid Sir Eyre Coote certain large allowances, to the amount 
of fifteen thouſand five hundred and fifty-four rupees, or there- 
abouts, per month, or about twenty-one thouſand fix hundred 
and fifty-four pounds per annum ; which allowances continued, 


by the ſole command and private authority of the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings; 
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Haſtings, to be paid by the Vizier for the uſe and behoof of the 
faid Sir Eyre Coote, not only while he continued in the pro- 
vince of Oude, but even while he was with the Britiſh army 
upon the coalt of Coromandel, 

By which acts, orders, allowances, and contracts, made and 
grantéd, and ordered and done by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
he the ſaid Warren Haſtings has been guilty of direct diſobe- 
dience of orders; of enormous profufion; of prodigality and 
waſte of the public treaſure, in a time of war and difficulty, 
in theſe few inſtances alone, to the amount of five hundred 
thoufand pounds ſterling, or ſome other large ſum of money. 
And by all and every one of which acts and deeds, by him the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, done, perpetrated, and committed, he 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings was, and is, guilty of high crimes and 
miſdemeanors, 

That in further purſuance of the fame prodigal and corrupt 
ſyſtem of government, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time 
in or about the month of December, one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and eighty, nominate and appoint James Peter Auriol Eſquire, 
to be agent for the purchaſe of ſupplies for the relief of the 
Preſidency of Madras, at which ſettlement there was then a 
great ſcarcity of proviſions. | 

T hat the ſaid Warren Haſtings, then uniting in his own per- 
ſon all the powers of government, did give to the ſaid Auriol a 
commiſſion of fifteen pounds percent. upon all purchaſes to be made 
by him, and all expences of ſhipping and freightage, and all 
other expences whatſoever incurred in conſequence and by reaſon 
of the ſaid purchaſes, although the ſaid Auriol had required only 
the uſual commiſſion for his trouble, and notwithſtanding the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did know that the rate of five pounds 
per cent. only was the cuſtomary allowance made to merchants 
when employed in tranſactions of the like nature. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, at the ſame time, that 
is to ſay, in or about the month of December, one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and eighty, further nominate and appoint the ſaid 
James Peter Auriol to be agent of ſupplies to all the other Pre- 
ſidencies, and to the iJand of St. Helena; and did allow him 
the ſame commiſſion of fifteen pounds per cent. as aforeſaid, al- 
though the ſaid Auriol, in the propoſal by him delivered to the 
Board, did only make offers for the ſupply of the Preſidency of 
Madras, and notwithſtanding the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
neither know, or pretend to know, that any extraordinary ſup- 
plies were then wanted by the other Preſidencies, or by the 
iſland of St. Helena, or that a ſufficient complaint had been 
made by any of the Preſidencies, or ifland aforeſaid, of the 
mode by which, or the pertons by whom, they had been uſually 
ſupplied with proviſions, 
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That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, at the time of ſuch appoint- 
ment, did illegally and ſcandalouſly, and upon a principle at 
once ſubverſive of ſubordination and œconomy, declare, that 
the aforeſaid poſt of agent was intended as a reward for his, 
the ſaid Auriol's, long and laborious ſervices, the ſaid Auriol 
being then, and having been for ſome time before, one of the 
Secretaries of the Supreme Council, which office, at the time 
when the ſaid Auriol ſucceeded to the ſame, had, by the public 
authority of the Board, ſuffered a reduction in the regular ſalary 
annexed to it. = | 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, being himſelf ſenſible of the 
very exorbitant gain which accrued to the ſaid Auriol from the 
rate of commiſſion originally allowed to him, did, on the twenty- 
fifth day of March, propoſe in Council a reduction thereof to 
five pounds per cent. on the freight, charges of ſhipping, and all 
other charges, which ſum the {aid Warren Haſtings did then 
repreſent to be the amount drawn by merchants; but the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings was therein guilty of criminal miſrepreſenta- 
tion to his maſters, inaſmuch as it was not cuſtomary for mer- 
chants to draw any commiſſion for freight, charges, or ſhipping, 
or any other charges, and no more than a commiſſion of five 
pounds per cent. on the purchaſes alone, on which the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did ſuffer the ſaid agent Auriol ſtill to draw 
the original allowance of fifteen pounds per cent.; and the rice 
and other proviſions ſupplied by the ſaid Auriol having been 
found, in divers inſtances, of a bad and inſufficient quality, de- 
ficient in meaſure, and not correſponding with the muſters and 
invoices thereunto relating, and divers complaints thereof hav- 
ing been received by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, he the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings did not only continue the faid Auriol in the faid 
agency, but did diſcourage all juſt and neceſſary inquiry into 
the execution of ſo important a ſervice, and all complaints of 
the non- performance thereof. 

That in all the aforeſaid declarations, acts, and deeds, by 
him made and done, and committed, in violation of his duty, 
and in breach of the high truſt repoſed in him, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings was, and is, guilty of high crimes and miſdemeanors, 

That in further profecution of the ſame prodigal and corrupt 
ſyſtem of government, the ſaid Governor General, Warren 
Haſtings, did, ſome time in or about the month of November, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- ſix, propoſe in Council 
to create, and did induce the ſaid Council to concur in creating, 
a new office or appointment, that is to ſay, the appointment of 
an agent for the ſupply of ſtores and proviſions for the garriſon 
of Fort William in Bengal, for which appointment no adequate 


neceſſity did then exiſt. 
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That the faid Warren Haſtings did, in a ſpirit of criminal 
partiality to his own favourites, nominate and appoint to the 
ſaid agency John Belli Eſquize, who at that time was, and did 
continue to be, the confidential and private ſecretary of the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings. 

T hat, notwithſtanding the ſaid Warren Haſtings, at the time 
of creating the ſaid office or agency, had conſented to take the 
opinion of reſpectable merchants in Calcutta, in order to aſcer- 
tain the rate of commiſhon proper to be allowed to the ſaid 
agent; and notwithſtanding that the opinion of the ſaid mer- 
chants was formally reported to the Board, wherein they the 
ſaid merchants did declare that a commiffion of twenty pounds 
per cent. per annum, to be aliowed to the ſaid agent, upon all 
purchaſes by him to be made, would be a full and ſufficient 
compenſation for all the trouble and expences of the ſaid agent, 
in conſequence of executing the ſaid office, yet the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did propoſe in Council, and by his own caſting voice 
did grant, an allowance of commiſſion, of thirty pounds per cent. 
per annum, vpon all purchaſes to be made by him the faid 
agent as aforeſaid. | 

Thar the ſaid Warren Haſtings did at the ſame time engage 
and make himſelf anſwerable to the Council, that in caſe the 
Court of Directors ſhould diſapprove of and diſallo the ſaid 
allowance or commiſſion of thirty pounds per cent. he would 
himſelf become bound for the repayment of ſuch part thereof 
into the Company's treaſury, and for their uſe, as ſhould be fo 
diſallowed or ordered to be repaid by the Court of Directors, 
thereby manifeſting a degree of connection and concern in the 
intereſts of the ſaid Belli, of a moſt ſuſpicious appearance and 
dangerous example. But nevertheleſs the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
when thereunto required by the orders of the Company, did 
refuſe to comply with and fu!fil the ſaid engagement of repaying 
to the Company any part of the profits ſo granted to the faid 
John Belli, as aforeſaid, 

That the faid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time on or about 
the month of Avguſt, one thoufand ſeven hundred and ſeventy - 
nine, at a time when he knew the Government of which he 
was the head was about to expire, convert the ſaid agency into 
a contract, and upon the ſame advantageous terms, and at the 
ſame rates of allowance to the ſaid Belli, for the ſpace of five 
years, thereby engaying the Company in the ſupport of an un- 
neceſſary and expenſive eſtabliſhment, contrary to the orders of 
the Court of Directors, for the purpoſe of creating and ſecuring 
a fortune to one of his own dependants, in defiance of the law- 
ful authority of the Court of Directors, and in ſubverſion of 
the juſt rights and powers of any Governor who might be ap- 
pointed to ſucceed him, ' 
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In all which declarations, engagements,. acts, and proceed- 
ings, by him made, done, propoſed, and perpetrated, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings was, and is, guilty of high crimes and miſde- 
RAICanors, | 
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HAT Sujah ul Dowlah, Nabob of Oude, and Vizier of the 

empire, did, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy-four, engage in a war with the tribe or nation of the 
Rohillas. That Warren Haſtings, whilſt he was Preſident of 
the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal, did engage the 
United Company of Merchants trading to the Eaſt Indies, to 
aſſiſt the ſaid Sujah ul Dowlah in the proſecution of the ſaid 
War. | 

That the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, a chief of the Rohillas, a 
prince of a mild and pacific diſpoſition, and faithfully attached 
to the ſaid United Company and the Engliſh nation, did, in 
the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-four, at the 
time of the extirpation or expulſion of that tribe or nation, fave 
himſelf by retreat. | 

That, truſting to the good faith of the ſaid Company and the 
Engliſh nation, he did, ſoon after ſuch retreat, viz. in the 
month of May, in the year one thouſand ſeven bundred and 
ſeventy-four, make overtures of peace, by ſending a vakeel or 
ambaſſador to Alexander Champion, Commander in Chief of 
the forces of the Company in Bengal, and, at the time of ſuch 
overture for peace as aforeſaid, commanding the troops of the 
Company then ſerving againſt the ſaid Rohillas. 

That the faid Alexander Champion did, for divers weighty 
and ſufficient reaſons by him then ſet forth, warmly recommend 
to the Preſident and Council of the ſaid United Company, no- 
minated and appointed for the government of the affairs of the 
ſaid Company in Bengal, by and through the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, whilſt he was Preſident as aforeſaid, to agree to ſuch 
overtures of peace as aforeſaid: That the terms of peace fo 
offered by the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, were wile and advantageous, 
as well to the ſaid Vizier as to the ſaid United Company: That 
the faid Warren Haſtings, without any valid objection being 
{ct up or inforced by him, in anſwer to the reaſons of ſound po- 
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liey, moderation, and juſtice, recommended by the ſaid Alex- 
'ander Champion as aforeſaid, did, on or about the month of 
June, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- four, inſtruct 
and deſire the ſaid Alexander Champion not to ſolicit the ſaid 
Sujah ul Dowlah to relinquiſh his conqueſt of the ſaid Fyzoola 
Khan, but to encourage him therein; whereby the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did act in violation of the principles of juſtice and 
ſound policy, and contrary to the duties of his ſtation. 

That, as well at the time laſt aforeſaid, as at the time 
herein next ſet forth, the government of the ſaid United Com- 
pany in Bengal was carried on by a Preſident and Council: 
That, for the better government thereof, a Select Committee 
was appointed, conliſting of the Preſident and certain other 
members of the Council That the Preſident had no authority 
to act ſingly, nor any right to ſend orders without the con- 
currence of the ſaid Council or Select Committee. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, whilſt he was Preſident as 
aforeſaid, did, on divers days in the month of September, in 
the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-four, and on 
divers other days and times, in conjunction with the Select 
Committee aforeſaid, teſtify his ſatisfaction on the proſpect of 
an accommodation, and his hope that the ſaid Vizier Sujah ul 
Dowlah would accede to lenient terms reſpecting the ſaid Fyzoola 
Chan, and, together with the ſaid Committee, did communicate 
the ſame to the ſaid Alexander Champion. That, neverthtleſs, the 
faid Warren Haſtings, not regarding, but groſsly violating, his 
{ad public order or inſtruction, did on or about the fixteenth 
day of September, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- 
four, by himſelf, without the participation of the members of 
the ſaid Select Committee or Council for conducting the go- 
vernment of Bengal as aforeſaid, direct the ſaid Alexander 
Champion and Sujah ul Dowlah not to come to any terms of ac- 
commodation with the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, but to diQate the 
conditions of peace, and admit only of the acceptance of ſuch 
conditions without reſervation. By which laſt-mentioned con- 
duct, the faid Warren Haſtings did not only violate the duty of 
his ation, by, as far as in him lay, illegally and clandeſtinely 
counteracting the avowed object of the orders of the ſaid Select 
Committee, but by ſuch his faithleſs duplicity did riſque the 
putting an honourable period to the Rohilla war. 

That, previous to the receipt of theſe ſecret orders of the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, by the ſaid Alexander Champion, a treaty of 
peace and friendſhip between the Vizier Sujah ul Dowlah, and 
the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, was finally figned and ſealed on the 
.feventh day of October, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſe- 
venty-four, at a place called Llal Dang. That, in conſidera- 


tion of concluding the ſaid treaty, the Nabob Fyzoola Khan 
agreed 
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agreed to pay, and did in fact pay, the ſum of fifteen lacks of 
ru pees, or one, hundred and fifty thouſand pounds ſterling, and 
upwards, or ſome other large ſum of money, to the Vizier Sujah 
ul Dowlah. 

That by the ſaid treaty, the Nabob Fyzoola Khan, in conſi- 
deration of the above-mentioned ſum of money ſo paid by him 
to the Vizier, was eſtabliſhed in the quiet poſſeſſion of the terri- 
tories of Rumpore, Shawabad, and ſome other diſtricts of the 
country dependant thereon, in the nature of jaghires, or landed 
eſtates, 

That the ſaid Alexander ce was ebe with power 
to engage the guarantee of the Company to the treaty aforeſaid. 
That he did, on the day and year laſt aforeſaid, tign and ſeal 
the treaty of Ltal Dang, meaning to engage, and * did thereby 
engage, the ſaid United Company to guarantee the ſame, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings underſtood the guarantee of 
the ſaid Company to be fo engaged. 

That the ſaid Fyzoola Khan did conceive doubts reſpecting 
the ſecurity of the jaghire lands, and apprehenſions that the vali- 
dity of the guarantee of his jaghire would be diſputed ; and in 
conſequence thereof did, on divers days and times, in the year 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-ſeven, as weil as at 
divers days and times afterwards, through Nathaniel Middleton, 
at that time Reſident at the Court of Qude, by the appointment 
of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and by divers letters and otherwiſe, 
entreat the ſaid Warren Haſtings to confirm the ſaid guarantee of 
the United Company to him the ſaid Fyzoola Khan ſo granted 
as aforeſaid; but the ſaid Warren Haſtings, whilſt he was Go- 
vernor General, as aforeſaid, did not communicate to the Su— 
preme Council of Bengal, but did, for many months, conceal 
and keep ſecret the ſolicitations of him the ſaid Fyzoola Than 
reſpecting the ſaid guarantee; and did not, as was his duty, Jay 
the ſame before the ſaid Council until the ninth of March, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy eight. That the ſaid Ha- 
ſtings did then communicate to the ſaid Council a letter from the 
ſaid Middleton, notifying, that he the ſaid Middleton had ap- 
pointed Daniel Odtavus Barwell Eſquire, to go to Rumpore, the 
capital and reſidence of the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, to enquire into 
the truth of certain reports, circulated to the prejudice of the faid 
Fyzoola Khan reſpecting the ſaid treaty. That the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, whilſt he was Governor General, did propoſe, and the 
Council (the majority of which was compoſed of the ſaid Ha- 
ſtings, and Richard Barwell Eſquire, brother to Daniel Octavus 
Barwell aforeſaid) did approve of the appointment of the ſaid Da- 
niel Oddavus Barwell, made by the ſaid Middleton; and further 
reſolved, „ that the ſaid Reſident (Middleton) be authoriſed to 
offer the Company's guarantee for the obſeryance of the treaty 

ſubſiſting 
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te ſubſiſting between the Vizier and Fyzoola Khan, provided it 
« meets with the Vizier's concurrence,” That the ſaid Daniel 
Octavus Barwell did report from Rumpore, to the Council at 
Calcutta aforeſaid, the good faith of the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, and 
that he the ſaid Fyzoola Khan had preſerved inviolate every ar- 


ticle of the treaty of Llal Dang aforeſaid; and, in fact, the ſaid 


Fyzoola Khan had preſerved inviolate the treaty as aforeſaid. 
That the Vizier Aſoph ul Dowlah did conſent to the ſaid 
guarantee being renewed, on the condition that he ſhould receive 
the preſents utually offered on ſuch occaſions. That the renewed 
treaty and guarantee was preſented to the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, by 
the laid Daniel Octavus Barwell, with great and unuſual 
folemnity. That the ſaid Fyzoola Khan did deliver to the ſaid 
Daniel OQavus Barwell, the preſent for the Vizier as aforeſaid, 
and accompany the ſaid preſent with a lack of rupees, equal in 
value to ten thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other large ſum of 
money, as a further gift to the ſaid Vizier: That the ſaid Fy- 
zoola Khan did offer a like ſum of one lack of rupees, equal in 
value to ten thouſand pounds fterling, or ſome other large ſum of 
money, to the ſaid Daniel Octavus Barwell, as a gift or preſent 
to the Company, on renewing the ſaid treaty and guarantee: That 
the ſaid Daniel Octavus Barwell did not immediately accept the 


money, but took a bond for the ſame, and communicated the 


offer to the Board at Calcutta: That the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did propoſe, and the Board, conſtituted as Jaſt aforeſaid, not- 
withſtanding the objections thereto, inſiſted upon and ſet forth 
by Philip Francis Eſquire, at that time a member of the ſaid 
Board, did agree to accept the ſame, and it was in fact ac- 


cepted. 


That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, firſt, in admitting, by his 
conduct as aforeſaid, that it was matter of doubt whether the 
guarantee of the ſaid United Company, pledged to the ſaid Fy- 
zoola Khan by the ſignature of Alexander Champion, as _ 
faid, was binding on the ſaid United Company; ſecondly, i 
conſenting to the receipt of certain preſents on behalf of the Vi- 
zier, for the renewal of a treaty already binding and in force; 
and, laſtly, in agreeing to accept, and in fact accepting, on the 
part of the Company, a ſum of money for renewing the ſame, has 
violated the faith of the Company, and degraded the Engliſh in 
the eyes of India, by holding them forth as a nation which re- 
fuſes to acknowledge the undoubted rights of princes, or to main- 
tain their own undoubted guarantees, without being moved thereto 
by a valuable conſideration : That in fo doing the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings has in fact broken the treaty which he profeſſes to have 
maintained, and has thereby violated the duties of the truſt re- 


poſed in him. 
That 
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That by the treaty of Llal Dang aforeſaid the Nabob F yzoola 


Khan did agree to retain in his ſervice five thouſand troops, and 
not a ſingle man more; farther than with whomſoever the Vizier 
ſhould make war, Fyzoola Khan did agree to ſend two or three 
thouſand men, according to his ability, to join the forces of the 
Vizier; and that if the Vizier ſhould march in perſon, Fyzoola 
Khan ſhould himſelf accompany him with his troops. 

That it was not ſtipulated by the ſaid treaty what, and whe- 
ther any proportion of the ſaid troops ſhould conſiſt of ca- 
valry. | 
X 1.bat the Reſident Middleton was impowered to guarantee, 
and did in fact guarantee, the treaty of Llal Dang aforeſaid ; but 
certain doubts having occurred to Fyzoola Khan reſpecting the 
guarantee of Middleton, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in order to 
ſatisfy thoſe doubts, did, in or about the month of May, in the 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-eight, propoſe to 
confirm, and did in fact confirm the ſaid treaty and guarantee, as 
ſuch Governor General as aforeſaid. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, diſregarding the pledge of his 
own private honour, thus ſuperadded to the public guarantee, and 
in direct oppoſition as well to the obvious meaning and intent of 
the ſaid treaty as to his the ſaid Warren Haſtings's opinion there- 
of, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on or about the month of 
November, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty, 
without any reaſonable cauſe given for the ſame, the ſaid Vizier 
not being then at war, and a body of the cavalry of Fyzoola 
Khan having been voluntarily granted, and being then actually 
| ſerving under a Britiſh officer, recommend to the V izier to re- 

quire from Fyzoola Khan the quota of troops ſtipulated by treaty 
to be furniſhed by the ſaid Fyzoola Khan for his (the Vizier's) 
ſervice, and did falſely ſet forth the ſame, contrary to the letter 
and ſpirit of the ſaid treaty, to amount to five thouſand horſe, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did afterwards, viz, on or 
about the month of February, in the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and eighty- one, deſire the ſaid Vizier to demand three 
thouſand horſe from the ſaid Fyzoola Than; and the Vizier did, 
in obedience to the deſire of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, demand 
the ſame, | | 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew at the time, as 
well of directing the firſt as of enforcing the laſt mentioned de- 
mand, that he the faid Fyzooia Khan was not bound, by trea:y 
or otherwiſe, to furniſh the ſame, and that in fact the ſaid Fy- 
Zoola Khan had not more than two thouſand horſe in his ſervice; 
by which ſaid acts herein laſt ſet forth, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did again break the guarantee of the Company to the ſaid F yzoola 
Khan given as aforeſaid, and did excite the ſaid Vizier to acts of 


violence, and breach of treaty againſt the ſaid Fyzoola Khan. 
That 
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That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in or about the month of 
Tune, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, 
obtain for himſelf, from the Council at Calcutta, by his own caſt- 
ing voice, certain illegal powers, by which he the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings was, contrary to law, veſted with the whole and entire 
authority of the Supreme Council, and authoriſed to proceed to 
the country of Oude, under pretence of meeting the Vizier, in 
order to regulate the Government of Oude, and the dependen- 
cies thereof, | 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on the nineteenth of 
September, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, at the 
fort of Chunar in the ſaid province of Oude, make and execute 
a certain treaty, ſince known by the appellation of the treaty of 
Chunar, whereby, among other things, it was by the third article 
of the ſaid treaty agreed between the ſaid Warren Haſtings and 
the ſaid Vizier, that, as the ſaid Fyzoola Khan had, by his 
breach of treaty, forfeited the protection of the Engliſh Govern- 
ment, and cauſed, by his continuance in his preſent independent 
ſtate, great alarm and detriment to the ſaid Vizier, he, the ſaid 
Vizier, be permitted, when time ſhall ſuit, to reſume the lands 
of him the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, meaning the territories of Rum- 
pore and Shawabad, and the diſtricts and country depending 
thereon, and ſecured to the ſaid Fyzoola Khan by the treaty of 
Llal Dang as aforeſaid. 

That at or about the time of executing the ſaid laſt - mentioned 
treaty, the ſaid Vizier did give, and the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did receive, a large ſum of money, amounting to one hundred 
thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other large ſum of money, as 
a conſideration to him, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, for executing 
the treaty of Chunar aforeſaid. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by making and executing the 
article aforeſaid of the treaty laſt aforefaid, did corruptly and 
treacherouſly break the faith of the Company, by ſurrendering 
their guarantee, ſolemnly pledged to the ſaid Fyzoola Khan for 
the preſervation and ſecurity of the treaty of Llal Dang, as 
hereinbefore ſet forth to have been entered into. 

That at or about the time of executing the ſaid treaty of 
Chunar as aforeſaid, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, by a certain 
paper writing, communicated by him to the members of the Su- 
preme Council at Calcutta, expreſs his reaſons and motives for 
entering into the ſaid third article of the ſaid treaty. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did in the ſaid paper ſet forth 
and declare, that the conduct of Fyzoola Khan, in refuſing the 


aid demanded, though not an abſolute breach of treaty, was eva- 


five and uncandid ; that the demand was made for five thouſand 
cavalry; that the engagement in the treaty was literally five 
thouſand horſe and foot; that Fyzoola Khan could not be ig- 
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norant that they (meaning the Eaſt India Company, or the Su- 
preme Council aforeſaid) had no occaſion for any ſuccours of in- 
fantry from him, and that cavalry would be of the moſt eſſential 
ſervice; that ſo ſcrupulous an attention to literal expreſſion, 
when a more liberal interpretation would have been highly uſeful 
and acceptable to them (meaning the ſaid Cmopany, or Council), 
ſtrongly marked the unfriendly diſpoſition of the ſaid Fyzoola 
K han, and though it might not impeach his fidelity, it left him 
little claim to any exertions from them (meaning the ſaid Com- 
pany or Council), for the continuance of his jaghires; but 
that he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, was of opinion, that neither 
the Vizier's or the Company's intereſts would be promoted by 
depriving the ſaid Fyzoola Than of his independency, that he had 
therefore reſerved the execution of the ſaid agreement (meaning 
the third article of the ſaid treaty of Chunar) to an indefinite 
term ; that their government (that 1s, the government of the ſaid 
United Company) might always interpoſe to prevent any ill 
effects from it (that is, from the ſaid third article of the ſaid 
treaty of Chunar). | 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ſoon after the concluſion of 
the ſaid treaty of Chunar, and the declaration laſt aforeſaid, viz. 
on or about the month of March, in the year one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and eighty-two, did give inſtructions to the ſaid 
Nathaniel Middleton to act in conformity to the aforeſaid decla- 
Tation, and to prevent the Vizier from reſuming the jaghire of 
the ſaid Fyzoola Khan as aforeſaid, | 

T hat the ſaid Warren Haſtings was thus, on the one hand, 
by making and executing the treaty of Chunar, guilty of a breach 
of faith ſolemnly pledged to Fyzoola Khan by the guarantee of 
the treaty of Llal Dang, and, on the other hand, by his decla- 
ration and inſtructions reſpecting the ſame, was guilty of du- 
plicity, evaſion, and deceit to the Vizier; and thus, by diſre- 
garding all the principles upon which treaties between nations 
and powers ought to reſt, did place the Eaſt India Company 
in ſuch a ſituation, that it was impoſſible for the ſaid Company 
to keep faith with the one party, without breaking with the 
other, 

That afterwards, on or about the month of December, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did cauſe Sir Elijah Impey Knight, his Majeſty's Chief Juſtice at 
Fort William in Bengal, to ſignify to the Reſident, Middleton, 
that it was the defire of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that the 
ſaid Middleton ſhould demand a ſubſidy or ſum of money from 
the ſaid Fyzoola Khan—That the ſaid Fyzoola Khan was not 
bound, by treaty or otherwiſe, to pay any ſubſidy : That the 
ſaid Impey did ſignify the faid demand for a ſublidy to Middleton 
1 2 | as 
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as aforeſaid; and the ſaid Middleton did demand the ſame from 
the ſaid Fyzoola Khan. | 

That afterwards, viz. on divers days and times in the months 
of February, March, and April, one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and eighty-two, the faid Middleton did propoſe to exact and 
require from the ſaid Fyzoola Khan the ceſſion of his jaghire 
aforeſaid, purſuant to the treaty of Chunar, contrary as well to 
the treaty of Llal Dang, guaranteed by the Company as afore- 
ſaid, as to the declared ee and inſtructions of the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings as aforeſaid; and the ſaid jaghire was in fact 
demanded to be ceded by the ſaid Middleton. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, not only by entering into 
the third article of the treaty of Chunar aforeſaid, render the 
ſaid Fyzoola Khan liable to ſuch contradictory demands, to the 
great diſquietude and injury of the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, and. dif 
grace of the Britiſh name, but did not then, nor has he ſince, 
diſapproved of the ſaid Middleton for his conduct therein. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on the ſixth of May, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two, by a private com- 
miſſion and appointment, and of his private authority, nominate 
William Palmer Eſquire, a major in the ſervice of the United Com- 
Pany aforeſaid, a confidential friend of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
to repair to Rumpore aforeſaid, with powers to act with the ſaid 
Fyzoola Khan as private agent of the faid Haſtings. —T hat the 
ſaid Palmer was, by the taid Warren Haſtings, charged with 
ſecret inſtructions reſpecting the affairs of the ſaid Fyzoola 
Khan, verbally communicated by the ſaid Warren Haſtings to 
the ſaid Palmer: That by ſuch criminal concealment, and ſecret 
appointment, the ſaid Warren Haſtings acted contrary to the 
duties of his ſtation. 

That on or about the month of Auguſt, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and eighty-two, the ſaid Middleton did demand from the 
ſaid Fyzoola Khan a force to be made ſtationary at Lucknow, 
in the province of Oude, to the furniſhing of which, or any 
other ſtationary force, the ſaid Fyzoola Khan was not bound, 
by treaty or otherwiſe, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having removed the ſaid 
Middleton ſrom the reſidence of Lucknow, in the province of 
Oude, as aforeſaid, did, in the month of September, one thou» 
ſand {ſeven hundred and eighty-two, appoint John Briſtow 
Eſquire Reſident in his place, with full power and * to 
diſcharge the duties of the ſame. 

That the ſaid Briſtow did, ſoon after his appointment, en- 
deavour to procure, through a certain perſon called Aliff Khan, 
Vakeel or Ambaſlador of Fyzoola Khan to the Court of Luck- 
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ſaid Fyzoola Khan was not bound to ſupply, by treaty or other- 
wiſe. 

That the ſaid Briſtow did, ſoon after his appointment as 
aforeſaid, with the approbation of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
publicly depute the ſaid Palmer to go to Rumpore aforeſaid, tor 
the purpoſe of carrying into execution the unjuſt and arbitrary 
plans of the faid Warren Haſtings reſpecting the ſaid Fyzoola 
Khan. 

That the ſaid Palmer, being particularly directed by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings and Briſtow, did, ſoon after his appointment 
laſt aforeſaid, endeavour to obtain from the ſaid Fyzoola Khan 
a ſupply of money, which the ſaid Warren Haſtings acknow- 
ledged and declared, at the very time he required the demand to 
be made, that he the ſaid Fyzoola Khan was not bound, by 
treaty or otherwiſe, to ſupply. 

T hat the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in caſe of a refuſal of 
ſuch ſupply, command the ſaid Palmer to demand and fix the 
number of horſe which he the ſaid Fyzoola Khan ſhould furniſh, 
and did aſcertain the rate or number to be two thouſand five 
hundred; that the ſaid Fyzoola Khan was not bound, by treaty 
or otherwiſe, to furniſh fuch a number of horſe ; and he, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, weil knew, at the time he gave ſuch orders, 
that the ſaid Fyzoola Than had not ſuch a number of horſe in 
his ſervice, 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on or about the time laſt 
aforeſaid, inſtruct and command the ſaid Palmer to demand from 
the ſaid Fyzoola Khan an annual tribute, or a ſum of money 
from the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, in compenſation for the ſervice of 
certain ryots, or perſons employed in the cultivation of the 

round of the Vizier, to whom the faid Warren Haſtings aſ- 
ſerted, that the ſaid Fyzoola Khan had given protection and 
ſervice, and to we thy ſurrender of the ſaid ryots; that in 
fact the ſaid Fyzoola Khan had not at any time given protection 
or ſervice to ſuch ryots as aforeſaid, 

That the ſaid Palmer, under the authority aforeſaid, did, on 
or about the month of February, one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and-eighty-three, exact from the ſaid Fyzoola Khan a promiſe 
to pay a large ſum of money, amounting to fifteen lacks of 
rupees, equal in value to one hundred and fifty thouſand pounds 
ſterling, and upwards, or ſome other large ſum of money, al- 
though. the ſaid Fyzoola Khan was not bound, by treaty or 
otherwiſe, to the payment of that or any other ſum, 

That the ſaid exaction was made under the pretence of ſet- 
ting certain doubts between the ſaid Vizier and the ſaid Fyzoola 
Chan, reſpecting the troops with which he, the ſaid Fyzoola 
Khan, was bound to ſupply the ſaid Vizier—W hich doubts w_ 
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ereated and raiſed by the faithleſs conduct of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, herein before ſet forth. | 

That it was particularly ſtipulated between the ſaid Palmer 
and the ſaid Fyzoola Khan, that the ſaid ſum of money was ta 
be paid by certain fixed periodical payments. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, not regarding this laſt men- 
tioned ſtipulation, thus ſolemnly entered into by the ſaid Palmer, 
under the authority of him the ſaid Haſtings, did, in or about 
the month of April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- 
four, require the ſaid Fyzoola Khan to pay the whole amount 
that then remained due, and the ſaid Fyzoola Than did in fact 

By all which acts and deeds, herein- before ſet forth to have 
deen done and perpetrated by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, whilft 


Preſident and Governor General, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings 


did, by a violation of the moſt ſacred ties of honour and con- 
ſcience, ſcandalouſly betray his truſt; whereby a ſolemn treaty 
and guarantee was broken, the mind and government of the 


| Nabob Fyzoola Khan alarmed and diſtreſſed, and his treaſure 
unjuſtly extorted ; the honour of the Britiſh nation (renowned 


for a faithful adherence to engagements) baſely proſtituted and 
degraded ; and the Engliſh power in India fundamentally ſhaken : 


And therefore the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by all and every one 


of the ſaid acts, was, and is, guilty of high crimes and miſ- 
demeanors. | 


res irn 


i 8 HAT great extortion and corruption had been practiſed by 


the ſervants of the Eaſt India Company, under the pretence 
of receiving preſents from the Indian princes or powers, their 


miniſters and agents, or others, 
That the receiving ſuch preſents is illegal and criminal; in- 
Jurious to the intereſts of the natives of India; deſtructive of 


the welfare of the Company, and diſhonourable to the Engliſh 
nation. 


That the Eaſt India Company had endeavoured to reftrain ſuch 
practice, by obliging the ſervants (as well thoſe who were in- 


| veſted with the higher offices, as thoſe in a more ſubordinate ſitu- 


ation) to enter into coyenants, obliging themſelves not to receive 
preſents as aforeſaid, e | 
That 
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That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did in fact enter into ſuch 
covenants. | 

That the Britiſh Legiſlature did, by an act of the thirteenth 
year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, ſtrictly prohibit the 
receiving preſents by the ſervants of the Eaſt India Company, on 
any pretence or account whatſoever. 

That a great ſalary, amounting to twenty-five thouſand 
pounds a year, and other great and conſiderable emoluments, 
were provided for the office of Preſident and Governor General, 
as well by the Eaſt India Company, as by the Act of Parliament 
aforeſaid: And that the ſaid Warren Haſtings did in fa& receive 
the ſaid ſalary, and enjoy the ſaid emoluments. | 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did well underftand the receipt 
of ſuch preſents to be prohibited, illegal, and criminal : 

Yet the ſaid Warren Haſtings, not contented with the large 
profit and gain to him ariſing from the ſalary and emoluments 
annexed to the ſaid office of Preſident and Governor General, 
did on divers days and times, both before and ſince the paſſing of 
the Act of Parliament above mentioned, and whilſt he conti- 
nued ſuch Preſident and Governor General as aforeſaid, cor- 
ruptly, illegally, and criminally, take and accept of divers large 
ſums of money, as preſents, gifts, donations, gratuities, or re- 
wards, in violation of the duties of his office, in defiance of the 
Act of Parliament above mentioned, and in direct contradiction 
to his underſtanding reſpecting the ſame: | | 

Particularly, that ſome time in the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and eighty-three, at Calcutta, in Bengal, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did firſt fraudulently ſolicit as a loan, and after- 
wards corruptly and illegally take and retain as a preſent or 
gift, from a certain perſon called Raja Nobkiſſin, a ſum of 
money, amounting to thirty=four thouſand pounds ſterling, or 
ſome other large ſum of money. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, without any allowance 
or permiſſion then or ſince had or obtained from the Directors 
of the Eaſt India Company, or any perſon or perſons autho- 
rized or impowered to grant ſuch allowance or permiſſion, ap- 
ply the ſame to his own uſe, under pretence of diſcharging cer- 
tain expences ſaid to be incurred by him the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings, in his public capacity, without any authority from the 
ſaid Company to incur the ſame, and of which ſaid expences 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings has not produced any ſufficient voucher 
or account to the ſaid Company. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on divers days and 
times, in the years one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty, and 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, take and receive 
from divers perſons, known and unknown, ſeveral large ſums of 
money, amounting to two hundred thouſand pounds * 
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and upwards, or ſome other large ſum of money, as gifts or 
preſents to him the ſaid Warren Haſtings. | | 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on or before the twenty- 
fixth day of June, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
eighty, at Calcutta, in Bengal, corruptly and illegally receive 
and take from one Sadanund, the Buxey or Treaſurer of Cheit 
Sing, Rajah of Benares, the ſum of two lacks of rupees, equal 
in value to twenty thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other 
Jarge ſum of money, as a preſent and gift. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, on or about the month 
of October, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty, 
take and receive from a certain perſon called Kelleram (ſince ap- 
pointed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, renter of the province of 
Bahar), on behalf of himſelf the ſaid Kelleram, and a cer- 
tain perſon called Cullian Sing, a ſum of money amounting to 
four lacks of rupees, equal in value to forty thouſand pounds 


ſterling, or ſome other large ſum of money, or an obligation or 


ſecurity for the ſame. In conſideration of which, the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings did, contrary to his duty, and to the great injury of 
the intereſts of the ſaid Eaſt India Company, and the Britiſh na- 
tion, let certain Jands, in the province of Bahar, in perpetuity 
to Kelleram and Cullian Sing, or one of them. 

That Aſoph ul Dowlah, Nabob of Oude, or Vizier of the 
empire, was, in the month of February, in the year one thou» 
ſand ſeven hundred and eighty, and from that time until the 
period hereinafter next mentioned, in a ſtate of great pecuniary 
diſtreſs and embarraſſment; that the condition of the finances 
of the ſaid Vizier was well known to the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſings, as well at the time hereinbefore mentioned, as at the 


period hereinafter next ſet forth; and that the ſaid Vizier was, 


at theſe times, greatly indebted to the Eaſt India Company. 


That on or about the month of September, one thouſand ſeven 


hundred and eighty-one, at Chunar, in the province of Oude, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, contrary to his duty, and to the 
great diſtreſs and additional embarraſſment of the ſaid Vizier, 


take and receive, as a preſent or gift, from him the ſaid Vizier, 
the ſum of ten lacks of rupees, equal in value to one hundred 


thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other large ſum of money. 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time in the year 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, receive and take, 


as a preſent or gift, from a certain perſon called Nundoolol, 


the ſum of fifty-eight thouſand rupees, equal in value to five thou- 
ſand pounds ſterling and upwards, or ſome other large ſum of 
money. N 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, at different days and 
times between the firſt day of October, one thouſand ſeven 


hundred and ſeventy-two, and the firſt day of February, one 
thouſand 
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thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-four, corruptly, illegally, 


and arbitrarily extort and receive, by the means of Cantoo 
Baboo, his banyan or ſervant, and others, from a certain 
perſon called Maha Ranny Bowannee, Zemindar of Rad- 
ſhaby, divers ſums of money, amounting to four lacks forty 


thouſand and one rupees, equal in value to forty thouſand 


pounds ſterling and upwards, or ſome other large ſum of 
money, 8 | _ 

That the Supreme Council of Calcutta did, on divers days 
and times, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- 
five, legally and regularly meet. That the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings was, at the times aforeſaid, charged with the ſaid laſt 
mentioned receipt of money, and with various unjuſtihable 
tranſactions reſpecting the ſame. That the ſaid receipts and 
tranſactions were regularly proved upon oath before the ſaid 
Council. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did neither at that 
time attempt to diſcredit the teſtimony ſo given againſt him, or 
to oppoſe the ſame by evidence, nor has he ſince taken any mea- 
ſure to clear himſelf from the faid charge, or explain the nature 
of the ſaid tranſaction. | | 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, at different days and 
times between the firſt day of October, in the year one 


thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-two, and the thirtieth day 


of September, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy-three, corruptly and illegally take, accept, and receive, 
from one Rajah Nuncomar, a native Hindoo, high in office in 
the country government in India, or from ſome other perion 
or perſons, divers ſums of money, amounting together to three 
lacks fifty-four thouſand one hundred and hve rupees, being 
equal in value to forty thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other 


large ſum of money, as a conſideration or bribe for the diſpoſal 


of, and appointment to, certain offices in the gift of him the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, being ſuch Preſident as aforeſaid; parti- 
cularly, for procuring Rajzh Goordaſs, ſon of the ſaid Nun- 
comar, the appointment of Niabut or Head of the Finances of 
Bengal, and cauſing Munny Begum, widow of Meer ſaffier, 
heretofore Nabob of Bengal, to be Superior of the Family, 
meaning the family of Mobarick ul Dowlah, Nabob of Bengal, 
ſeventy-five thouſand and four rupees, being equal in value to 
eight thouſand pounds ſterling and upwards, or ſome other large 
ſum of money; and the further ſums of twenty-four thouſand 
nine hundred and ninety-eight rupees, three thouſand one hun- 
dred and two rupees, and one thouſand rupees, being together 
equal to three thouſand pounds ſterling and upwards, or ſome 
other large ſum of money, Further, for conſtituting and ap- 
pointing the ſaid Munny Begum Superior of the Family of the 
{aid Nabob Mobarick ul * and taking away the ſuperiorit 
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thereof from Baboo Begum, mother of the ſaid Nabob, one lack 
of rupees, being equal in value to ten thouſand pounds ſterling 
and upwards, or ſome other large ſum of money, Further, 
from the ſaid Munny Begum, by a payment to one Nurr Sing, 


brother of Cantoo Baboo, banyan or fervant of the faid Warren 


Haſtings, at the deſire of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, one 
lack and fifty thouſand rupees, equal in value to fifteen thou- 
ſand pounds ſterling and upwards, or ſome other large ſum of 
money. | 
That the Court of Directors aforeſaid did, by a letter bear- 
ing date the twenty- eighth day of Auguſt, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ſeventy- one, inform the ſaid Warren Haſtings that 
they were fully ſenſible of the expediency of ſupporting ſome 
oſtenſibſe Miniſter in the Company's intereſt at the Nabob's 
Court (meaning the Court of Mobarick ul Dowlah aforeſaid) 
to tranſact the political affairs of the Circar or Government, and 
they truſted to the local knowledge of him the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings the ſelection of ſome perſon well qualified for the af- 
fairs of government, to ſucceed Mahomed Reza Khan, as Mi- 
niſter of the Government, and Guardian of the Nabob's 


minority, | 


That the ſaid Munny Begum had been originally in a low and de- 
graded condition, without education, unacquainted with the affairs 
of Government, and then lived ſecluded in a Zenana, and retired 


from the world, whereby the ſaid Munny Begum was totally 


unqualified for diſcharging the duties of Guardian to the ſaid 
Nabob, and for governing his dominions; ſo that the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, by the appointment of the ſaid Munny Begum as afore- 
ſaid, not only acted corruptly and illegally in receiving the afore- 
ſaid ſums of money, but added to the criminality thereof, by vio- 
lating the expreſs orders of the ſaid Court of Directors, to the 
great and manifeſt prejudice of the rights and intereſt of the 
faid United Company and this nation. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, ſome time in the year 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-three, grant to one 
Khan Jehan Cawo, the office of Phouſdar, or Chief Criminal 
Magiſtrate of Hughly, in the province of Bahar, a place of 
great truſt and profit. ; | | | 

T bat a ſalary of feyenty-two thouſand ſicca rupees a year was 
annexed to the faid office. That it was corruptly and illegally 
agreed between the faid Khan Jehan Cawn, and the faid Warren 
Haſtings, that the ſaid Khan Jehan Cawn ſhould annually give 
the ſum of thirty-fix thouſand rupees for himſelf the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, and four thouſand rupees for one Cantoo Baboo, his 
banyan or ſervant, out of the ſaid ſum of ſeventy-two thouſand 
rupees ſettled on the office of Phouſdar of Hughly as aforeſaid; 
and that the ſaid Warren Haſtings did corruptly and illegally 

take, 
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take, receive, and accept as aforeſaid the ſaid ſum of thirty-ſix 


thouſand rupees for himſelf, and four thouſand rupees to Cantoo 


Baboo, his banyan or ſervant, out of the ſaid ſalary ſo annexed 


to the faid office as aforeſaid, 
That the Supreme Council of Calcutta did, on the thirtieth of 


March, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, legally 
and regularly meet; that the majority of the ſaid Council did 


charge the ſaid Warren Haſtings with the receipts aforeſaid ; 
that the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not reply to the charge ſo 


made againſt him, but did arbitrarily and illegally attempt to 


diſſolve the ſaid meeting of Council, regularly and legally met 
as aforeſaid, and did on that day, and divers other days and 
times, illegally and violently attempt to prevent, and did prevent, 
the ſaid Khan Jehan Cawn, and other perſons, from giving their 
teſtimony on oath before the ſaid Council reſpecting the tranſ- 
actions aforeſaid, whereby the ſaid Warren Haſtings violated 
his duty as Governor General, and acted in defiance of the Act 
of Parliament aforeſaid, —And further, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
whilſt he continued Preſident and Governor General as aforeſaid, 
did illegally and corruptly make, ordain, and appoint divers 
other perſons to divers other offices, for gift and brocage, 
and did corruptly, illegally, and extorſively, receive and ac- 
cept from the ſaid perſons divers great ſums of money, in 
conſideration of their appointment to ſuch offices, both before 
and after their admiſſion thereto ; and did at divers other days and 
times, without any ſuch conſideration, take and receive divers 
gifts, preſents, donations, gratuities, and rewards. 

By all, each, and every the receipt and receipts of money 
aforeſaid, as well thoſe for which he has accounted, or pretended 


to account, as thoſe which he has concealed and kept ſecret, and 


all and each his actions, declarations, and writings reſpecting 
the ſame, he the ſaid/ Warren Haſtings has groſsly violated the 
duties of his ſtation; ſubverted good government; ſhewn an evil 
example to the ſervants of the Eaſt India Company ; been guilty 
of corruption, peculation, and extortion ; and acted in direct 
defiance of an Act of Parliament; and thereby was, and is, 


guilty of high crimes and miſdemeanors, 


And the ſaid knights, citizens, and burgeſſes, by proteſta- 
tion, ſaving to themſelves the liberty of exhibiting, at any 
time hereafter, any further articles or other accuſation or im- 
peachment againſt the ſaid Warren Haſtings Eſquire ; and alſo 
of replying to his Anſwers, which he ſhall make unto the ſaid 
Articles or any of them, and of offering proof to all and every 
the aforeſaid Articles, and to all and every other Articles of 
impeachment or accuſation which ſhall be exhibited by them, 


as the caſe ſhall, according to the courſe of Parliament, re- 
EO quire, 
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quite, do pray, that the ſaid Warren Haſtings Eſquire may 
be put to anſwer the ſaid crimes and miſdemeanors ; and that 
ſuch proceedings, examinations, trials, and judgments, may be 
thereupon had and given as is agreeable to law and juſtice, 


ARTICLE SEVENTH. 


JA HEREA S the property of the lands in Bengal is, ac- 
cording to the Jaws and cuſtoms of that country, an inhe- 
ritable property, or as ſuch hath been generally held and re- 
puted, and accordingly hath been charged with debts, and fold, 
and otherwiſe conveyed; and the ſame is, with few exceptions, 
veſted in certain natives called Zemindars or Landholders, under 
whom other natives, called Talaakdars or Ryots, hold certain 
ſubordinate rights of property or occupancy in the ſaid lands: 
And whereas the ſaid natives are Hindoos, whoſe rights and 
privileges are grounded upon the poſſeſſion of regular grants, a 
long ſeries of family ſucceſſion, and fair purchaſe ; And whereas 
it appears that Bengal has been under the dominion of the Mo- 
gul, and ſubject to a Mahommedan Government for above two 
hundred years: | | | 
And whereas while the Mogul Government was in its vigour, 
the property of the Zemindars was held ſacred, and either by 
voluntary grant from the ſaid Mogul, or by compoſition with 
him, the native Hindoos were left in the free, quiet, and un- 
diſturbed poſſeſſion of their lands, on the ſingle condition of 
paying a moderate and certain revenue, or quit-rent, to the 
Mogul Government, called the auſſil jumma, or original ground- 
rent of the provinces, which had not been materially altered 
from the time when it was firſt ſettled, in the year one thouſand 
five hundred and ſeventy-three, to the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and forty, when the regular and effective Mogul Go— 
vernment ended: | | 
And whereas, from the laſt-mentioned period to the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty- five, invaſions, uſurpations, 


and various revolutions took place in the Government of Bengal, 


in conſequence of which the country was conſiderably reduced and 
impoveriſhed ; at which time, that is to ſay, in the ſaid year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty-five, the Eaſt India Company 
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received from the preſent Mogul Emperor, Sha Alum, a grant 
of the Dewanny, or collection of the revenues : 

And whereas, about the yezr one thouſand {even hundred 
and ſeventy, the provinces of Bengal and Bahar were viſited 
with a dreadful famine and mortality, by which at leaſt one third 
of the inhabitants generally, and in many places near one half of 
the whole inhabitants, periſhed, a loſs which could not, by any 
probable or almoſt poſſible means, be recruited in four or five 
years; yet nevertheleſs the revenue was violently kept up to its 
former ſtandard, that is, in the two years immediately pre- 
ceding the appointment of the ſaid Warren Haſtings to the 
Government of Fort William, in conſequence of which the 
remaining two-thirds, and in many places a {till ſazatler propor- 
tion of the inhabitants, were obliged to pay for the lands then 


left without cultivation; and the country did accordingly languiſh 


from the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy, to the 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy five, and the evil 
continued increaling every day : | 

And whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew that the 
lands had ſuffered unheard-of depopulation by the famine and 
mortality aforeſaid, and that collections violently kept up to their 
former ſtandard, in the two years immediately preceding the 
appointment of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings to the Govern- 
ment of Fort William, had added to the diſtieſs of the country, 


and threatened a general decay of the revenue, unleſs immediate 


remedies were applied to prevent it: And whereas it became the 
bounden duty of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, when appointed to the 
Government of Fort William, to apply ſuch immediate remedies 
as were within his judgment and his power: And whereas the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings well knew, and was fatished in his judgment, 
that by intruſting the collections to the hereditary Zemindars, 
the people would be treated with more tenderneſs, the rents 
more improved, and cultivation more likely to be encouraged, 
25 he the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew that the ſaid Zemin- 
dars have a perpetual intereſt in the country ; that their inhe- 
ritance could not be taken from them; that ey are the pro- 
prietors ; that the lands are their eſtates, and heir inheritance 
that from a long continuance of the lands in their families, it 
was to be concluded that they had rivetted an authority in the 
diſtricts, acquired an aſcendency over the minds of the Ryots, 
and conciliated their affections: And whereas it was reaſonable 
therefore to expect, and the ſaid Warren Haſtings was of opi- 
nion, that ſolid advantages might be expected from continuing 
the lands under the management of thoſe who have a natural 
and perpetual intereſt in their proſperity ; that the Zemindar 
would be leſs liable to failure or deficiencies than the Farmer, 
from the perpetual intereſt which the former (tne Zemindar) 
hath in the country, and becauſe his inheritance cannot be taken 
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from him, and it would be improbable that he ſhould riſk the 
loſs of it by eloping from his diſtrict, which the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings well knew to have been too frequently practiſed by a farmer, 
when hard preſſed for the payment of his balances, and as fre- 
quently pre-determined when he received his farm. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, well knowing the premiſes, 
eſpecially the calamitous and diftreſsful ſtate of the country, 
from the famine and mortality aforeſaid; and being well con- 


vinced in his own judgment that the calamities and diftreſſes were 


aggravated by the collections being violently kept up to the 
{ſtandard at which they were fixed b-fore the ſaid famine : Yet, 
being Preſident of the Preſidency of Fort William in Bengal in 


the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-two, in viola- 


tion of his duty to the Company, his maſters, and to the pre- 
vention of ſolid advantages to them, and with danger of great 
loſs foreſeen by himſelf, and in contempt and diſregard of pro- 
perty, title, and right, all acknowledged by himſelf to be in the 
Zemindars, and to the ſubverſion of true policy, according to 


his own ſenſe of that policy, and with a total neglect of tender- 


neſs and humanity to the diſtrefles and calamities "of the inhabit- 
ants, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, immediately after his ap- 
pointment to the Government of Fort William aforeſaid, did 
make an arbitrary ſettlement of the revenues for five years, at a 
higher rate than had ever been received before, and with a pro- 
greſſive and accumulating increaſe on each of the four laſt years 
of the ſaid ſettlement. 

That, to accompliſh this iniquitous purpoſe, he the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings did put the lands of Bengal up to a pretended public 
auction, and invited all perſons to make propoſals for farming the 
fame, thereby encouraging ſtrangers to bid againſt the proprietors ; 
in conſequence of which not only the ſaid proprietors were ouſted 
of the poſſeſſion of their eſtates, but a great part fell into the 
hands of the banyans, or principal black ſervants, of Britiſh ſub- 
jects, connected with, and protected by the Government; and 
this meaſure was thus executed, though the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
muſt have foreſeen it would happen, as he has ſince declared it 
did happen, that by this way the lands too generally fell into the 
hands of deſperate or knaviſh adventurers, 

That, inſtead of offering any abatement to the inhabitants who 
had ſurvived the famine, the policy of which ſeemed as ſtrongly 
implied as the humanity was undoubted, by the declaration of 


the ſaid Warren Haſtings, that the collections kept up to the 


former ſtandard had added to the diſtreſs of the country, the ſet- 
tlement made by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, if it had been, or 
could have been, rigorouſly exacted from a country already fo 
diſtreſſed, and from a population ſo impaired as that, in the opi- 


mon of the ſaid Warten Haſtings, it could not have been re- 
cruited 
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eruited in leſs than four or five years, would have been in fact 
what it appeared in form, moſt cruel and tyrannical oppreſſion, 
But this ſettlement, far from being realized, fell conſiderably 
ſhort, even in the firſt of the five years, in which the demand was 
lighteſt, and on the whole of the five years the real receipts fell 
ſhort of the ſettlement, by a ſum ſo enormous as to exceed two 
millions and an half ſterling; and therefore the only uſe for 
which a ſettlement, evidently impoſſible to be realized, could be 


intended, or to which it could be converted, was the means 


thereby afforded for obliging the native inhabitants to compound 
with thoſe who made the ſaid ſettlement, and were poſſeſſed of 
authority to enforce it. And the ſaid Eaft India Company were 
groſoly impoſed upon in the firſt inſtance, by a promiſed increaſe 
of revenue, and defrauded in the ſecond, not only by the failure 
of that increaſe, but by the revenues falling ſhort to a great 
amount of what they were in the two years preceding the ſaid 
ſcttlement. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, being then at the head of the 
Government of Bengal, was a party to all the ſaid impoſition and 


fraud, and to all the peculation and embezzlement which might 


or did ariſe therefrom, and is principally and ſpecially anſwerable 
for the ſame; and the more eſpecially fo, as though the Court of 
Directors of the Eaſt India Company, on ſundry proofs of pecu- 
lation and embezzlement being laid before them, to which the 
arbitrary and violent ſettlement aforeſaid had given occaſion, did 
poſitively direct a proſecution againſt the perſons who compoled 
the Committee of Circuit, and againſt all other proper parties; 
yet ſuch proſecution was never carried on to trial, but, on the 
contrary, was wholly fruſtrated and relinquiſhed by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, who propoſed and carried it in Council, that 
orders ſhould be given for withdrawing the ſaid proſecution ; he 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings declaring, that he was clearly of opi- 
nion that there was no ground to maintain them, and that they 


would only be productive of expence to the Company, and un- 
merited vexation to the parties. 


That previous to the meaſure before deſcribed being carried 
into execution, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did eſtabliſh certain 
fundamental regulations in Council, to be obſerved in executing 
the ſame; amongſt which regulations it was ſpecially and ſtrictly 
ordered, that no farm ſhould exceed the annual amount of one 
lack of rupees. And further, that no peſhcar, banyan, or other 
ſervant, of whatever denomination, of the collector, or relation, 
or dependant of any ſuch ſervant, ſhould be allowed to farm 
lands, nor directly nor indirectly to hold a concern in any farm, 
nor to be ſecurity for any farmer, 

That in direct violation of theſe his own regulations, and in 
breach of the public truſt repoſed in him, and ſufficiently — 
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by the manifeſt duty of his ſtation, if it had not been expreſſed 
and enforced by any politive inſtitution, he the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings did permit and ſuffer his own banyan, or principal black 
ſtewerd, named Canto Baboo, to hold farms in different pur- 
gannahs or diſtricts, or to be ſecurity for farms, to the amcunt 
of thirteen lacks of rupees, of the value of one hundred and 
thirty thouſand pounds, or upwards, per annum ; and after en- 
joying the whole of theſe farms for two years, he the ſaid Canto 
Baboo was permitted by the ſaid Warren Haſtings to relinquiſh 
two of them. 

That in the whole of the tranſaction aforeſaid the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings has been guilty of manifeſt breach of truſt to his em- 
ployers, and groſs colluſion with his ſervant, permitting him to 
hold or be ſecurity for farms, againſt the ſpirit of his own regu- 
lation, as the ſaid Canto Baboo was the banyan or fleward of 
him the ſaid Warren Haſtings; and has been alſo guilty of acting 
againſt the letter as well as ſpirit of that regulation, inaſmuch as 
the ſaid farms, or ſecurities for farms, amounted to a ſum 
enormouſly grcater than that limited by the regulation—the re- 
oulation confining each farm to one lack of rupees, And he was 

alſo guilty of a fraud againſt the Eaſt India Company, by permit- 
ting him, the ſaid Canto Baboo, to relinquiſh the ſecurity which 
he had given for the payment of the rent of certain of the ſaid 
farms at the expiration of two years, during which two years the 
rent was loweſt, without ſatistaction made to the Company; to 
the great loſs of the ſaid Company, the maſters and employers of 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 

And whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew, and was 
deliberately of opinion, that great expence and inconvenience do 
always attend upon innovations, and more eſpecially he the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings was well aware of the expences and many in- 
conveniencies attendant on innovations in the management and 
collection of the revenue of Bengal; that ſuch innovations cauſed 
a ſuſpenſion of the collections; and that continual variations in 
the mode of collecting the revenue, and the continual uſurpations 
on the rights of the people, bad fixed in the winds of the ryots a 
rooted diſtruſt of the ordinances of Government: And whereas 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings was well and fully apprized, that the 
Directors of the Eaſt India Company were of opinion, that a 
ſudden tranſition from one mode to another, in the inveſtigation 
and colleQion of their revenue, might have alarmed the inhabit- 
ants, leflened their confidence in the Company's procecdings, 
and been attended with other evils: And whereas it has been al- 
ways found by experience, that ſuch innovations in the ordering 
and management of the territorial revenues in Bengal have been 
the ſource of much fraud and peculation in the public revenue, 


and of vexation and oppreſſion to the people, yet the ſaid Warren 
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Haſtings, in contradiction to his own conviction and judgment; 
and againſt his own declared opinion, and in contempt and 
neglect of the opinion of the ſaid Directors, did wantonly and 


corruptly, from the commencement of his Government, in the 


year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fe-enty-two, to the year 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, as Preſident and 
Governor General as aforeſaid, introduce and carry into execu- 
tion, without reaſon or neceffity, many different meaſures or 
changes in the mode of ſettlement, collection, and management 
of the territorial revenues of Bengal. all arbitrary and igconſiſtent 
with each ther, and in moſt cales ſtanding in direct contradiction 
to, and ſubverſive of ſome other meaſure of the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings, as well as repugnant to his declared opinions and profeſſed 


principles. 


That, in particular, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, immediately 


after his appointment to the Government of Fort William, in 


April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy two, did aboliſh 
the office of Naib Duan, or native collector of the revenues then 


_ Exiſting ; that he did at the ſame time appoint a Committee of 


the Board to go on a circuit through the provinces, and to form 
a ſettlement of the revenues for five years; that he did next ap- 
point ſundry of the Company's ſervants to have the management 
of the collections, by fixing one of the ſaid ſervants in each 
diſtrict, under the title of Collector; that he the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did afterwards aboliſh the General Board of Revenue, 
or Council at Muxadavad, aſſigning as his reaſons for ſuch abo- 
Jition, „That while the controlling and executive part of the 
< revenue, and the correſpondence with the collectors, was car- 
ce ried on by a Council at Muxadavad, the Members of the Ad- 
% miniſtration at Calcutta had no opportunity of acquiring that 
« thorough and comprehenſive knowledge, which could only re- 
« ſult from practical experience; and becauſe “ the orders of 
« the Court of Directors, which eſtabliſhed a new ſyſtem, 


„% which enjoined many new regulations and inquiries, could not 


*« properly be delegated to a ſubordinate Council; and it became 
< abſolutely neceſſary that the buſineſs of the revenue thould be 
& conducted under the immediate obſervation and direction of 


«© the Board.” 


That in November, one thouſand feven hundred and ſeventy- 


three, the ſaid Warren Haſlings did abcliſh the office of collector, 
and transferred the collection and management of the revenues to 
ſeveral councils of revenue, commonly called Provincial Coun- 
cils; and did, on the twenty-fourth of October, one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and ſeventy-four, earneltly offer his advice (to the 
Governor General and Council, then newly appointed by Act of 
Parliament) for the continuation of the ſaid [yltem of Provincial 
Councils in all its parts, — That the ſaid Warten taſtings, in 


ti | turther' 
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further ſupport and recommendation of the ſaid ſyſtem, did, on 
the twenty-ſecond of April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy-five, tranſmit to the Court of Directors a formal plan for 


the future ſettlement of the revenues, and did therein declare that, 
with reſpect to the mode of managing the collection of the reve- 


nue, and the adminiſtration of juſtice, none occurred to him ſo 


good as the ſyſtem which was already eſtabliſhed, of Provincial 
Councils. — That, to give yet further credit and ſupport to the 
ſaid ſyſtem, he, the faid Warren Haſtings, on the eighteenth of 
January, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-fix, did tranſ- 
mit to the Court of Directors another plan for the better admi- 
niſtration of juſtice; in which plan alſo the eſtabliſhment of the 
ſaid Provincial Councils was again ſpecially provided for and 
confirmed; and the ſaid Warren Haſtings did recommend it to 
the Directors to obtain the ſanction of Parliament for a confirma- 
tion of the ſaid plan. That, even yet further to ſupport and 


give permanence to the ſaid ſyſtem, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 


on the thirtieth of April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy-ſix, did tranſmit to the ſaid Court of Directors the 
draught or ſcheme of an act of Parliament for the better admini- 
ſtration of juſtice in the provinces, in which the ſaid eſtabliſh- 
ment of Provincial Councils is again ſpecially included, and ſpe- 
cial juriſdiction aſſigned to the ſaid Councils. | 
That while the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſuffered this ſyſtem of 


Provincial Councils to ſubſiſt, and thus repeatedly and ur- 


gently recommended the continuation thereof in all its parts 


to the Court of Directors, and repeatedly adviſed the ſaid 


Directors to obtain the ſanction of Parliament for its continu- 
ance and confirmation, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did invade, 
alter, and violate the principles on which it was profeſſedly 
founded, by arbitrarily and corruptly detaching ſundry ſeparate 
collectorſhips from the general province of each Council, for 
the corrupt purpoſe of providing lucrative places for perſons fa- 
voured by him, to the great lois and detriment of the Eaſt India 
Company, who were thus loaded with the expence of the whole 
eſtabliſhment of the ſaid Councils, and with the further expence 


of new eſtabliſhments for the ſame duties and ſervices, under the 


name of ſeparate collectors. — That the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
well knew that none of theſe his acts were neceſſary or uſeful to 
the public ſervice, but were in every inſtance a corrupt abuſe of 
the power, and a breach of the truſt repoſed in him, for the 
ſervice and gratification of ſome individual, as well as a par- 
tial invaſion of that ſyſtem which he had ſo repeatedly recom- 
mended ; all which corruption, breach of truſt, and miſgovern- 
ment, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did ſubſtantially avow, 
by declaring in Council, on the nineteenth of January, one 


thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- nine, that the preſent —_ 
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of the Government was ſuch as required temporary expedients, 
and the union of private intereſts with the public. That the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did not produce any fact or argument 
whatſoever, to ſhew the ſtate of the Government to be ſuch as 
he had deſcribed it, in that ſcandalous and criminal juſtification 


of his criminal actions; but if the ſtate of the Government 


were really ſuch as to require temporary expedients, and 
a facrifice of the public to private intereſts, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings had criminally reduced it to that ſtate, he having, for 
the two preceding years, poſſeſſed the abſolute and uncontrolled 
power of Government, by virtue of his caſting voice in Council. 
That the Court of Directors did ſend orders to the Governor 
General and Council, dated the fifth of February, one thoutand 
ſeven hundred and ſeventy-ſeven, in the words or to the effect 
following: „If you are fully convinced that the eſtabliſhment 
6 of Provincial Councils has not anſwered, or is not capable of 
„ anſwering, the purpoſes intended by ſuch inſtitutions, we 


hereby direct you to form a new plan for the collection of the re- 


© venues, and to tranſmit the ſame to us for our conſideration.“ 
That, very early in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 

eighty-one, and within two months after the departure of Phi- 

lip Francis Efquire, by whoſe departure the Council General 


was reduced to two perfons, he the faid Warren Haſtings, in 


contradiction to his own ſentiments, repeatedly declare, and 
to his own advice repeatedly and deliberately given, and in 
wilful diſobedience to the orders of the Court of DiteQtors, to 
whom he did not tranſmit any plan for their conſideration, did, 
on ſundry falſe and contradictory pretences, and for his own 


corrupt purpoſes, again change the whole ſyſtem of the col- 


lections of the public revenue of Bengal, as alſo the adminiſtra- 


tion of civil and criminal juſtice throughout the provinces, by 


aboliſhing, and the ſaid Warren Haſtings did corruptly aboliſh, 
the ſaid Provincial Councils before the yearly collection was 
finiſhed ; and the ſaid Warren Haſtings did endeavour, con- 
trary to his duty, to deceive the Court of Directors, by aſſigning 
falſe reaſons for aboliſhing the ſaid Councils; and ſo to deceive 
the ſaid. Court, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in a letter to 


the ſaid Court, dated the fifth of May, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and eighty-one, afficm, that the plan of ſuperintending 


and collecting the public revenue of the provinces, through the 
agency of Provincial Councils, had been inſtituted for the tempo- 
rary and declared purpoſe of introducing another more perma- 


nent mode by an eaſy and gradual] change; ſuch affirmation 


being in direct contradiction to his repeatedly declared ſenſe, in 
the courſe of eight years, of the wiſdom of that inſtitution, of 


the neceflity of never departing from it, and of his repeated 
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advice that it might be made perpetual by Act of Pai liament.— 
Nor was the abolition of the ſaid Councils introduced by any 
ealy and graduai change, or by any gradations whatever, as the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings had falſcly affirmed, in his letter of the 
fifth of May, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, to 
have been always intended, but was ſudden end unprepared, 
and in{tantly accompliſhed by a ſingle act of power of him the 


ſaid Warren Haſtings, and before the yearly collection was 


finiſhed, 

That he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having arbitrarily and 
corruptly aboliſhed the ſaid Councils, did ſubſtitute in their place 
a Committee of Revenue, conſiſting of four perſons appointed 
by himſelf, on principles oppolite to thoje which he had himſelf 
proteſied, and wich excluſive powers, tending to deprive the 
members of the Supreme Council of a due knowledge of and in- 
ſpection into the management of the territorial revenues veſted 
by the Legiſlature in the Governor General and Council, and in 
effect to veſt the ſame ſolel) and entirely in the ſaid Warren 
Haltings ; though the faid Warren Haſtings had before aſſigned 
the neceſſity of uch knowled_e, and of the immediate obſervation 


and direction of the Genera Council at Calcutta, as a reaſon 


for aboliſhing the General Board of Revenue at Muxadgavad ; 
and he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did alſo appoint a native of an 
infamous Character, generally diſtruſted, hated, and feared in 
the province, and whom the ſaid Warren Baltings knew to be 
of ſuch ill character, called Gunga Govin Sing, to be Duan to 
the ſaid Committee, an office of great power and truſt, and cf 
ſuch a nature, that the Committee aforeſaid muſt chiefly rely 
upon the integrity and fidelity of the perſon who fills it, for the 
due execution of their functions in collecting the revenue, and 
preſerving the ſubjects from oppreſſion — That he the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did inveſt the ſaid Committee of four perſons, 
in the fulleſt manner, with all the powers and authority of the 
Governor General and Council, and thereby took the general 
management and cognizance of the revenue out of the Supreme 
Council, and deprived the members thereof of the means of 
acquiring ſuch knowledge of the ſtate of the revenue buſineſs, 


as might enable them to execute the proper duty of their office, 


ar any knowledge thereof whatſpever, without great difficulty 
and diſc urage ment. — That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by thus 
delegating the powers of the Supreme Council to a Board con- 
ſiſt ing of perſans appointed by himſelf, or any other Board, 
acted in direct diſobedience to the lawful orders of the Court of 
Directors, his maſters and employers, and in open contempt 
and defiance of an AQ of Parliament of the thirteenth year of 


his preſent Majeſty, 
| i= That 
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That immediately after the death of the late Colonel George 
Monſon, in September, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- 
ſix, by which the number of the Governor General and Council 
was reduced to four perſons, and continued ſo until April, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-nine, the ſaid Warren 
Hattings, for the pretended pu pole of obtaining accurate ſtates 
of the rial value of the lands, as the grounds on which a new 
ſettiement of the provinces was to be conſtructed, but in reality, 
and in breach of his truſt and duty, to draw into his own hands 
the ſole ordering, management, and government of the territo- 
rial acquiſitions and revenues, did depute into all parts of the 
provinces a great number of native officers, under the title of 
Aumeens, appointed by, and accountable to himlelt only, and 
armed with powers of a dangerous, arbitrary, and tyrannical 
nature, to enquire into the circumſtances, rents, and profits of 
every man's cftate, and to compel a diſcovery thereof, by arreſt- 
ing and puniſhing thoſe who ſhould dare to oppoſe or diſobey 
what was ſtyled by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, the orders of Go- 
vernment.— That the pretended purpoſe aforeſaid was the more 
manifeſtly falſe, becauſe the ſaid Warten Haſtings had, upwards of 
a year before this appointment of Aumeens, informed the Court 


of Directors, by a plan dated the twenty-ſecond of April, one 


thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, that the aſcertaining 
the value of the ſeveral diſtricts bad been ſufficiently accom- 
pliſned: And the falſehood of the ſaid pretended purpoſe is ſtill 
more evident, becauſe the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew, 
and was perfectly convinced in his own judgment and opinion, 
that there was not any truſt to be put in the accounts delivered 
in by the Aumeens; and that no dependance could be placed on 
that mode of enquiry, as he knew that Aumeens were not to be 
truſted, | 

That, ſuppoſing an actual valuation of all the landed property 
of Bengal to be at any time a juſt or neceſſary meaſure, and that 
it had not been, as the ſaid Warren Haſtings declared it had 
been, ſufficienily accompliſhed, yet, when he aſſumed the power 


of appointing, and did actually nominate and appoint, the per- 


ſons who were to execute ſuch a meaſure, and inveſted them 
with an arbittary and univerſal power of inveſtigation, coercion, 
and puniſhment, which gave them all means of fraud, vexation, 
and cruelty, it was more peculiarly and indiſpenſably neceſſary, 
and the bounden duty of the ſaid Warren Haſtings to appoint 


none but men of the beſt, or at leaſt of irreproachable and un- 


ſuſpected characters, to an office of ſuch exorbitant power and 
authority; notwithſtanding which, and in neglect of ſuch his 
bounden duty, and to tne ſcandal of Government, to the en- 
couragement of all miſbehaviour and miiconduct in office, he the 
ſaid Warren Haltings did nominate and actually appoint to the 
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principal ſuperintendance of this buſineſs, a perſon called Gunga 
Govin Sing, whom the ſaid Warren Haſtings knew to be a per- 
fon of infamous character, and to be loaded with general re- 
proaches as aforeſaid, and who had been before diſmiſſed, for 
miſconduct, from an office which he held in the revenue de- 
partment. 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew, and was ſatisfied 
in his judgment, that granting long leaſes of the lands was more 
for the intereſt of the Eaſt India Company, as well as more con- 
ducive to the eaſe of the inhabitants, than the mode of annual 
| ſettlements; and has declared, amongſt many other reaſons and 
arguments, that the farmer, who holds his farm for one year 
only, having no intereſt in the next, takes what he can with the 
hand of rigour; which, even in the execution of legal claims, 
is often equivalent to violence; that ſuch farmer is under the 


neceſſity of being rigid, and even crue]; that he will be tempted 


to exceed the bounds of right, and to augment his income by 
irregular exactions, and by racking the tenants; and that the 
diſcouragement, which tenants feel from being transferred every 
year to new landlords, contributes to injure the cultivation and 
diſpeople the lands: Notwithitanding which, and in neglect of 
his duty to, and in diſregard to the intereſt of the Eaſt India 
Company, and the eaſe and welfare of the inhabitants, as well 
as in manifeſt contradiction to all his own profeſſions and decla- 
rations on the ſubject, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did approve 
of the report of the Committee of Revenue, which he had ap- 

inted in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, 
and to whoſe diſcretion he had left it to fix the term for which 
the enſuing ſettlement ſhould be made; which Committee de- 
clared, that, with reſpect to the period of the leaſes in general, 
to limit them to one year would be the beſt period. 

That, in thus approving the ſaid recommended ſettlement, he 
the faid Warren Haſtings did not hold himſelf bound or re- 
trained by the orders of the Court of Directors, but ated upon 
his own diſcretion ; and did again exerciſe that diſcretion, in par- 
ticular inſtances, and for partial, intereſted, and corrupt pur- 
poſes, againſt his approved general ſettlement for one year, by 
granting perpetual leaſes: And he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, 


for ſuch partial, intereſted, and corrupt purpoſes, grant perpetual 


leaſes of farms and Zemindaries to perſons ſpecially favoured by 
him; and particularly he the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſo granted a 
perpetual leaſe of the Zemindary of Baharbund to Canto Baboo, 
on very low terms; which ſaid Canto Baboo was then banyan 
or ſteward to the ſaid Warren Haſtings. 

That in all theſe tranſactions the ſaid Warren Haſtings, firſt 
as Preſident of the Preſidency of Fort William, and afterwards 


as Governor General, has corruptly and wilfully proceeded, in 
| violation 
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violation of his duty to the Eaſt India Company, his maſters 
and employers; in diſobedience to their orders, to the great loſs 


and damage in their revenues; in defiance and contempt of an 
Act of Parliament; to the vexation, oppreſſion, and deſtruction 


of the inhabitants of Bengal; in contradiction and perverſion of 


his own declared ſenſe of duty and true policy; and to the great 
ſcandal and reproach of the Britiſh government in India: And 
that in all and each of the ſaid tranſactions, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings was, and is, guilty of high crimes and miſdemeanors. 


And the ſaid knights, citizens, and burgeſſes, by proteſta- 


tion, ſaving to themſelves the liberty of exhibiting, at any 


time hereafter, any further articles or other accuſation or im- 
peachment againſt the ſaid Warren Haſtings Eſquire ; and al'o 
of replying to his Anſwers, which he ſhall make unto the ſaid 
Articles, or any of them, and of offering proof to the aforeſaid 


Article, and to all and every other Articles of impeachment or 


accuſation which ſhall be exhibited by them, as the caſe ſhall, 
according to the courſe of Parliament, require, do pray, that 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings Eſquire may be put to anſwer the ſaid 
crimes and miſdemeanors ; and that ſuch proceedings, exami- 
nations, trials, and judgments may be thereupon had and given 
as is agreeable to law and juſtice, | 


ARTICLE EIGHTH. 


WJ HEREAS a certain territory in India, known by the name 
of the Subah of Oude, was, on or about the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and fixty-four, governed by a native 
Mahometan prince or viceroy, a great chief of the Mogul 
empire, and Vizier thereof, called the Nabob Vizier Sujah ul 
Dowlah, which Sujah ul Dowlah having been defeated in battle, 
and expelled from his dominions, by the arms of the Eaſt India 
Company; and being afterwards, by thoſe acting under that 
Company, reſtored to his government, did, on or about the year 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-three, enter into a 
treaty with the Faſt India Company, commonly called the treaty 
of Benares, by which the ſaid Company did, under certain con- 
ditions and ſtipulations, and for a certain annual ſubſidy in the 
ſaid treaty expreſſed, agree to maintain a body of Britiſh troops for 
the defence of his territories ; and the ſaid Vizier Sujah ul Dow- 
| | lab 
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lah did, by the aſſiſtance of the Eaſt India Company's forces, as 
alſo in conſideration of money to them paid, or to be paid, ob- 
tain ſeveral Jarge acceſſions to his dominions, namely, the 
territories of Rohilcund, the Duab Corah Khorrah, and Al- 
lahabad : | | | 

And whereas the ſaid Sujah ul Dowlah, in or about the 
month of February, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- 
five, died poſſeſſed of the territories aforeſaid; and his ſon, 
Aſoph ul Dowlah, did ſucceed to the ſame, and, by the influ- 
ence of the Eaſt India Company on the Mogul Emperor, ob- 
fained a grant of the dignity and authority of Vizier, which his 
father had poſſeſſed; and the ſaid Aſoph ul Dowlah having been 
_ chiefly ſupported in the ſucceſſion, and eſtabliſhed in the dignity 
aforeſaid, by the power and influence of the ſaid Eaſt India 
Company, and, from the internal and external circumſtances of 
his country, finding ſuch aſſiſtance as had formerly been given to 
his father by the ſaid Company become abſolutely neceſſary, did, 
on the twenty-firſt of May, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy-five, make a new treaty with the Eaſt India Company, 
for the ſupport, on certain conditions, and the payment of a cer- 
tain ſubſidy, of a brigade of their troops to be employed in his 
defence, and did afterwards conſent to take other large bodies of 
troops belonging to the ſaid Company into his pay : 

And whereas the ſaid Aſoph ul Dowlah did very ſoon become, 
in his own eſtimation, and in that of the neighbouring poten- 
tates, as well as in the opinion of the Britiſh Government of 
Bengal, a dependant on the Eaſt India Company, as in truth 
and in fact he ſubſtantially was; and the Engliſh name and cha- 
racter were reputed to be, and were concerned in every act of his 
government, and the influence and power of the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council of Fort William were immediately or me- 
diately ſufficient to all acts of authority within the ſaid province 


of Oude, and its dependencies, and were, in fact, both medi- 


ately and immediately employed for the ſame; and the Go- 
vernor General and Council were bound by their duty, and by 
the regard which they ought to have had to the honour of the 


Engliſh name, to provide for the good order and proſperity of 


the provinces, from whence this nation did derive eminent ad- 
vantages, and to take proper meaſures that the troops kept up as 
aforeſaid ſhould not, by their exceſſive number, their ill compo- 
ſition, their ill diſtribution, their ill diſcipline, or their ill ceco- 
nomy, become a grievance to the country they were intended to 
protect; and it was the bounden duty of the ſaid Governor Ge- 


neral and Council to take care that the eaſe, ſecurity, and ho- 


nour of the Prince and his family ſhould be conſulted and pro- 
vided for; and it was contrary to the clear duty of the ſaid Go- 


vernor General and Council, and of any or all of them, in any- 
wiſe 
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wiſe to countenance or ſuffer, much more to authorize? and 
direct, any acts of oppreſſion or peculation within the faid Pro- 
vinces: | 

And whereas the ſaid province of Oude was, at the beginning 
of the Britiſh interference therein, in a flouriſhing condition 
with regard to culture, commerce, and population, and the ter- 


ritories added to that province by the Britiſh power were parti- 


cularly and eminently diſtinguiſhed for their high cultivation, 
and their conſequent opulence; and the ſaid Company's Go- 
vernment was particularly bound to the protection and good 


government of countries which by them were taken from their 


original rulers, and given over to the charge of another authority 
dependant on the faid Company: But the ſaid countries did, 
from the time in which they ought to have profited by the ſaid 
protection, moſt rapidly decline, and did fall into a moſt mi- 
ſerable ſtate of decay, indigence, waſte, and depopulation : And 
this ill ſtate of things was, in a great meaſure, owing to the 
criminal acts and criminal neglects of Warren Haſtings Eſquire, 
late Governor General of Bengal, and his agents—for he the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, entertaining baſe and corrupt views of 
profit to himſelf, and to the evil inftruments of his power, from 
the wealth of thoſe provinces, from the good adminiſtration of 
which he ought to have looked for honour to himſelf and to his 
country, did, upon receiving a repreſentation in writing from 
the then Britiſh Reſident John Briſtow Eſquire, dated twenty- 


. ſecond January, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-ſeven, 


concerning the diſordered tate of the ſaid provinces, ariſing 
from the neglects of the Nabob Vizier, the ſaid Aſoph ul Dowlah, 
and the exceſſive power and miſmanagement of his favourites, 
perſons of no worth, and known to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 


and by him often declared to be of that deſcription; in which 


repreſentation the ſaid Briſtow declared that the only remedy for 


the ſaid diſorders was to be found in the aſſiſtance and protec- 
tion of the Engliſh; he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, inſtead of 


affording the ſaid aſſiſtance and protection, and ſupporting and 
encouraging the ſaid Briſtow in making ſuch true and judicious 
repreſentations as might lead to a uſeful and effectual reform of 
the ſaid abuſes, and inſtead of inſtructing and authorizing him 
the ſaid Briſtow to take fit meaſures for preventing the growth 
of the ſaid abuſes, and thereby preſerving the ſaid country from 
impending ruin, did, maliciouſly and againſt his duty, diſcoun- 
tenance the ſaid Briſtow, by removing him, ſoon after he had 


made the ſaid repreſentation, from his office of Reſident afore- 


ſaid, contrary to the ſtanding orders of the Court of Ditectors, 
and without any complaint; and he the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did wilfully neglect to take any effectual meaſures for the re- 


dreſs of the grievances of the ſaid provinces, or rectifying the 
4M abuſes 
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abuſes ſubſiſting therein; and the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in 
contempt of the ſaid lawful authority, did inſiſt that the Com- 
pany's Reſident at Oude was a repreſentative character, and 
ought to be of his own nomination and not of theirs, and that 
he ought to have, and would have, in that office a perſon of 


his own choice, and in whom he could; place confidence, or 


to that effect. And he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did accord- 
ingly appoint to the ſaid office a creature of his own, namely, 
Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire, being the more eſpecially a fit 
inſtrument for his evil purpoſes, as having on a former occa- 
ſion preferred the advantages which he might derive from the 
favour of the ſaid Warren Haſtings to his duty, and refuſed to 
deliver to the lawful authority of the Council General, from him 
requiring it, his correſpondence with the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
whilſt he the ſaid Middleton was Reſident in Oude, during 
the lifetime of the aforeſaid Nabob Vizier Sujah ul Dowlah, 
but delivered the ſame privately to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
to be by him deſtroyed or ſuppreſſed, and the ſame hath been 
ſince ſuppreſſed or deſtroyed ; and he the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did ſend the ſaid Middleton into Oude, in the character and ca- 
pacity of Reſident and Collector of the Company's aſſignments 
in that province; but no effectual proviſion was made in this 
new appointment, or in conſequence thereof, to relieve the 
diſtreſſes of the country, or to check the diſorders in its govern- 
ment, which diſtreſſes and diſorders were daily increaſing: 

And whereas the ſaid Nabob Vizier Aſoph ul Dowlah did, 
in or about the month of November, one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and ſeventy- nine, repreſent in writing to the ſaid Warren 
_ Haſtings the declining ſtate of his country, and the extreme 
diſtreſs of his Court, dependants, and family, in ſtrong and 
moving terms, and did therein detail ſeveral affecting particu— 


lars of the ſaid diſtreſs, as by reference to the ſaid repreſentation. 


will appear; and the faid repreſentation the Reſident at Oude 
did declare to be true; and the truth thereof the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did not at the time attempt to controvert, and he 
hath fince directly admitted that the ſaid repreſentation was 
founded in truth ; yet, notwithſtanding the repreſentation, at- 
teſtation, and admiſſion aforeſaid, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
maliciouſſy and corruptly intending and contriving to oppreſs 
the ſaid Nabob Vizier Aſoph ul Dowlah, his family and his 


country, for his own evil purpoſes, and that he might, by en- 


creafing diſorder in the Government of Oude, drive the ſaid 
Aſoph ul Dowlah to the neceſſity of purchaſing his mercy and 
foi bearance, did, poſitively, and in a moſt inſolent and offen- 
five manner, in his minutes of the thirteenth and fifteenth of 
December, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- nine, refuſe 
to afford to the ſaid Nabob Vizier the relief by him humbly and 
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earneſtly ſolicited, or any the ſmalleſt part or portion thereof ; and 
though he did attribute the diſtreſſes of the country, which diſabled 
the Vizier, the ſaid Sujah ul Nowlah, from maintaining the eſta- 
bliſhments by him complained of, to the vices of the ſaid Vizier's 
own character, which had influenced his Government, yet he the 
ſaid Warren Haſtinoss did neither purſue any effeQual meaſure 
whatever, for correcting the vices of the ſaid Nabob's Govern- 
ment, nor for enabling him, by a better ceconomy, to ſupport 
the burthen which he thus, againſt his will, continued upon 
this degraded Prince, and the undone inhabitants of his country; 
notwithſtanding that the authority and influence of the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings was full as competent in right, and as juſtifiable at 
the leaſt in practice, to protect the country of Oude from waſte and 
oppreſſion, as to load it with the burthen of military eſtabliſn- 
ments authorized by no treaty, ſtipulation, or agreement, and 
kept up againſt the ſtrongeſt remonſtrances of its Prince : And 
the faid Warren Haſtings, falſely pretending that the danger of 
the Company's affairs, and their inability to charge themſelves 
with forces, which he did aſſert to be neceſſary, did oblige and 
compel the ſaid Nabob Vizier to keep up the ſame; when he 
did at another time, and after he had received bribes from the 
ſaid Nabob Vizier and his Miniſters, (that is to ſay) in his letter 
to Edward Wheler Eſquire, dated the twenty-ninth of Novem- 
ber, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, and at ſundry 
other times ſince, declare, that the keeping up the eſtabliſh- 
ments aforeſaid was ruinous to the country of Oude; an in- 
Jury, not an advantage ; a burthen, and not a reſource, to the 
Company's revenues; and that the reduction and diſbanding of the 
ſame would be an inſtant relief to our pecuniary diſtreſſes, or to 
that effect. | 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in order to prevent any fur- 
ther remonſtrances concerning the grievances, which he was 
bound to hear, and which he was able, and ought to have been 
willing, to redreſs, did, for his ſaid corrupt, oppreſſive, and ty- 
rannical purpoſes, on the records of the ſaid Company, declare, 
that the ſaid remonſtrances, and the ſeaſon they were made in, 
did give cauſe for the moſt alarming ſuſpicions 3 and he the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did ſtigmatize as incendiaries, and did 
threaten that he would, as far as his influence could produce 
that effect, bring to puniſhment thoſe who adviſed ſuch re- 
monſtrances, or employed words or declarations to that purpoſe ; 
thereby not only refuſing to relieve the diſtreſſes of the country, 
but endeavouring even to prevent complaint from being brought 
to the ears of the Council at Bengal, or to rhe Court of Directors 
at home, | 

That, notwithſtanding the menaces aforeſaid, farther remon- 
ſtrances, on the part of the ſaid Nabob of Oude, were made - 
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the ſaid Warren Haſtings to the ſame purpoſe, and rejected as the 
former; namely, on the twenty-fourth of February, one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and eighty, as alſo on the filteenth of May in the 
ſame year, and no relief was given, orattempted to be given, by him 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on the iaid ſubject, in any meaſure, nor in 
any manner whatever, And the faid Warren Haſtings did continue 
the ſaid grievances until (according to his own opinion, given in 
writing, on the records of the Counci! books) he had little reaſon 
to be ſanguine in his expeCtation, that even his own endeavours 
would be attended with much ſucceſs, in reſtoring the ſaid 
country to its ancient condition, in any time he could ſpare 
for the purpoſe, or to that effect; confeſſing thereby the effects 
of his criminal refuſal to afford a timely relief to the diſtreſſes 
of Oude, which had been ſo frequently and ſo urgently re- 
preſcnted to him, | 


ARTICLE NINTH. 


HAT a year, or thereabouts, after the laſt public remon- 
ſtrance, and after the ſaid Warren Haſtings had attributed 

the ſufferings of Oude to the Nabob's own nature and character, 
and branded the repreſenters of the grievances of Oude as incen- 
diaries, and as perſons fit to be brought to puniſhment, and their 
requeſts at that ſeaſon as giving cauſe to the moſt alarming ſuſ- 
picions, as aforeſaid, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having driven 
the parties complaining to ſuch diſtreſs as he thought might oblige 
them to offer bribes to him for their ranſom, did ſuddenly and 
corruptly alter his language, although there was then no dif- 
ference in the ſituation of affairs, with regard to foreign wars 
or enemies, from that in which they ſtood when he had re- 
fuſed all relief to the Vizier in the peremptory and offenſive 
manner aforeſaid; and he did, in his minute of the twenty-firſt 
of May, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, himſelf 
repreſent the province of Oude as fallen into great diſorder and 
confuſion; and that its reſources were in an extraordinary de- 
eree diminiſhed ; and did thereon propoſe in Council, himſelf 
and Mr. Wheler being at that time the only members, a de- 
legation to himſelf, containing new, dangerous, and exorbitant 
powers, relative to the regulation of the affairs of the ſaid N *. 
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of Oude, with ſuch authority to enforce the ſame as the Governor 
General and Council might or could exerciſe on occaſions in 
which they would be warranted to exerciſe the ſame by the claims 
which the ſaid Company hold, or may have, on the dominions 
of the ſaid Nabob; and the ſaid commiſſion did alfo give to the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings exorbitant general powers with regard to 
the making of treaties, and war and peace, and did declare that 
all ſuch acts, and all ſuch engagements or treaties made as 
aforeſaid, ſhould be binding on the Governor General and 
Council, in the ſame manner, and as effectually, as if they had 
been paſled and done by the ſpecial and immediate concurrence 
and actual ſanction of the Governor General and Council in 
Council aſſembled. | 

That the ſaid commiſſion given as aforeſaid by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings to himſelf, was deſtructive to the conſtitution of the ſaid 
Council, contrary to the ſtanding orders of the ſaid Eaſt India 
Company, and to the act of the thirtzenth of his preſent Majeſty, 
intituled, An Act for eſtabliſhing certain regulations for the 
c better management of the affairs of the Eaſt India Company, 
ce as well in India as in Europe.” And the faid Warren 
Haſtings did himſelf conceive and underſtand, that the ſaid com- 
miſſion was illegal, he having in his minute of the third of July, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-three, declared his opinion 
that the whole power of the government, on his departure, 
would legally veſt in his ſole colleague, Edward Wheler 
Eſquire; and yet he did, in the ſame paper or minute, attempt 
to divide the powers which the ſaid Wheler poſſeſſed by the 
legal conſtitution of the Board, and to limit them to thoſe not 
given, by the aforeſaid illegal commiſhon, to him the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, and that to make an unwarrantable and un- 
lawful agreement for a partition of the power between him the- 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, and his ſaid colleague, which had been by 
Act of Parliament collectively and integrally given to the ſaid 
Governor General and Council in Council duly aſſembled; but 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, foreſeeing that one or the other of 
theſe divided authorities mult be illegal, and the ſaid Wheler, 
not knowing with certainty whether, in the iſſue, that dele- 
gated to him might not be found inſufficient, he, the faid 
Warren Haſtings, in order to ſatisfy the ſaid Wheler, did con- 
trive and deviſe an illegal remedy for any acts which the ſaid 
Wheler might illegally perform, on the ſuppoſition of the in- 
validity of his authority, the ſame having been before, in its 
moſt eſſential parts, wholly delegated, in effect, to the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, by engaging in a written inſtrument under 
his fignature, that, ſo far as his the ſaid Warren Haſtings's 
ſanction ſhould be, or ſhould be deemed neceſſary, he the ſaid 
Wheler ſhould receive that ſanction to all his meaſures, or to 
| that 
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that effect, though he the ſais Warren Haſtings neither did nor 
could know what thoſe meaſures might be. | 

And it does not appear that there was any juſtifiable or even 
colourable act done by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in his nego- 
ciations with the Vizier, in virtue of the aforeſaid illegal com- 
miſſion, which might not have been at leaſt equally well done, and 


with leſs queſtion as to its validity, by the Britiſh Reſident at the 


Court of Oude, or any other perſon deputed legally by him; 
by which unwarrantable aſſumption of unconſtitutional and irre- 
gular power, wholly foreign to his ordinary duty, and wholly 
unneceſſary for any good or legitimate purpoſe, and his attempt- 
ing to enforce and cover the ſame by ſo many intricate and 
ſubtle devices, he did diſcredit the office of C:overnor General, 
and the Britiſh Government, in the eyes of the natives of India, 
and in thoſe of the Company's ſervants, by furniſhing a ſtrong 


ground for ſuſpicion, that he did proceed in propoſing and ac- 


cepting this delegation upon motives as corrupt and criminal as 
his commiſſion was illegal. 

And the ſaid Warren Haſtings did proceed to meet the Vizier 
Aſoph ul Dowlah, in conlequence of the ſaid illegal con miſſion, 
at a great and unneceſſary charge to the Eaſt India Company, 
and did ſcandalouſly and corruptly take an unlawful gift or bribe 
from the ſaid Vizier Aſoph ul Dowlah and his Miniſters, to the 


amount of one hundred thouſand pounds, or ſome other great 


ſum of money; and did on the nineteenth of September, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, at a place called 
Chunar, enter into a treaty or agreement commonly called the 
Treaty of Chunar, in which he did conſent to certain propo- 
fitions, which, previous to the ſaid treaty, he had always re- 
fuſed, namely, either to the reduction of certain large bodies of 
troops in the pay of the Nabob Vizier, or to the charging the 
expences of them, or ſome of them, on the Eaſt India "og 
pany, and withdrawing them from the dominions of the Nabob 
of Oude; which ftipulation or treaty, if not agreeable to the 


true intereſt of the Eaſt India Company, he was and is culpable 


for having made; but if the ſame was a treaty fit to be made, 
the ſame ought to have been by him faithfully kept and obſerved, 


Notwithſtanding which his treaty and agreement he did, a very 


ſhort time after making the ſame, perfidiouſly, and to the diſho- 
nour of this nation, violate bis own and the public faith in 
putting the troops aforeſaid, or ſome of them, or other troops 
equally burthenſome, on the eſtabliſhment of Oude, at a great 
charge to the ſaid Vizier Aſoph ul Dowla, and contrary to the 


true intent and meaning of the ſaid treaty, and contrary to the 
will and inclination of the ſaid Vizier, who, being in entire ſub- 


jection to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, was obliged at length to 
conſent, or rather to ſubmit, to whatever he ſhould direct. 


And 
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And whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings did engage, by the 
firſt article of the ſaid treaty, wholly to exonerate the ſaid 
Vizier from the charge of all Engliſh gentlemen in a civil or 
military capacity (with certain exceptions in the article made}, 
who received penſions or allowances from the revenues of Oude, 
admitting the ſame to be an intolerable burthen on the Vizier 
yet he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having no regard to the faith 


of his engagements entered into by him on the part of the Eaſt 


India Company, but ſolely intent on the purſuit of his own cor- 
rupt purpoſes, did at ſeveral times impoſe a-new, or did ſuffer to 
continue ſundry penſions ard allowances, over and above thoſe 


| ſpecially provided in the (aid article, to the amount of one 


hundred and forty thouſand pounds ſterling by the year, or ſome 
other great ſum, the ſaid Warren Haſtings deceitfully pretending 
that he was unapprized of the exiſtence of the ſame, until by the 


recriminatory accuſations of Mr. Jobn Briſtow and Mr. William 


Cowper he did confeſs himſelf compelled to acknowledge his 
baving authorized certain penſions, which he had thus perfidiouſly 
and oppreflively impoſed, and which were an unſupportable charge 


on the revenue of Oude. 


NICOLE 


AND whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by the ſecond article 


of the aforeſaid treaty of Chunar, did agree to permit the 


Nabob of Oude to reſume ſuch landed eſtates, called jaghires, as 


to him the ſaid Nabob might appear to be neceſſary; yet he the 


ſaid Warren Haſtings did afterwards take away the uſe of the 
diſcretion reſerved to the Nabob in this important point, relating 
ſolely to his own internal authority and juriſdiction, and to the 
protection which he owed to his ſubjects, and did violently com- 
pel the ſaid Nabob to an univerſal confiſcation of the ſaid jaghires 
or Janded eſtates; and the Nabob did accordingly, by and under 
the compulſion of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, univerſally confiſ- 
cate all eſtates of that deſcription, in breach of his the Nabob's 
faith; who having been driven, by the demands of the Com- 
pany, during the reſidency of Mr. Purling, to make a temporary 
ſeizure of the profits of the lands aforeſaid, did then give his bonds 
and obligations for the repayment thereof, and did add his folemn 

4 aſſurance, 
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aſſurance, that he would never again reſort to the like oppreſſive 
meaſure. 

That in the number of perſons ſo diſpoſſeſſed of their eſtates by 
ſuch confiſcation, were comprehended the neareſt relations of the 
Nabob himſelf, and the ancient friends and dependants of his 
family; and the annual value of the ſaid eſtates amounted to four 
hundred and thirty-five thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other 
large ſum of money, according to an old valuation; but they 
were in reality found to yield conſiderably more: And the ſaid 
perſons thus violently ſtripped of their property (many of them, of 
high birth and quality, and the greateſt part having no other 
maintenance), were reduced to ſuch extreme diſtreſs, as to be 
obliged to ſubſiſt on the ſale of their moveables or on alms: And 
the confiſcated lands being put on rack rents, the people, inha- 
bitants thereof, were grievoully oppreſſed; and univerſal diſcon- 
tent, and the greateſt confuſion, did enſue throughout the whole 
. long agitated and waſted, and in which much blood 

as ſhed; and, in particular, the comtnuotions excited by the 
Rajah Bulbudder Sing did wholly ariſe from the aforeſaid arbi- 
trary, and unjuſt, and perfidious meaſure, | 

That the Nabob Vizier did frequently petition the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings to be permitted to reſtore the ſaid jaghires to their 
original proprietors, but for a long time without effect; and 
when he was at length permitted, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
to reſtore certain of them, it was but 1 in an imperfect and ſcanty 


meaſure, 


ARTICLE ELEVENTH. 


THAT by a certain article in the treaty of Chunar aforeſaid, 
1 it was in effect and ſubſtance provided, that the Nabob 
Vizier ſhould ſubmit to intruſt the management of his revenue 
and treaſury to a certain Miniſter of his, or one appearing as a 
Minifter of his the ſaid Nabob's, called Hyder Beg Khan, who 
was withdrawn from the controul of his maſter the ſaid Nabob, 
and placed under the controul of, and obliged to act with, the 
participation of the Britiſh Reſident ; and that, in ſundry other 
acts of his government, the ſaid Nabob was bound, by the ſaid 


article i in the ſaid treaty, to act with the concurrence of a Britiſh 
Reſident, 


1 
Reſident, without any expreſſed participation of the Miniſter; 
and the ſaid article of the treaty aforeſaid, worded in looſe and 
ambiguous terms, was ſo intended by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
and in that light, or to that effect, it was by him repreſented in 
a letter by him written to Edward Wheler Eſquire; in which 
letter he did alſo repreſent the Britiſh interference or participation 
as an arrangement of affairs which would prove of greater benefit 
to the Vizier than to the Britiſh Government: But the faid 
Vizier Aſoph ul Dowlah, conſidering the ſame as a virtual ſur- 
render of his whole authority either to the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, 
or to the Britiſh Reſident, or in ſome caſes to both, did for a. 
conſiderable time withhold his aſſent from the ſaid agreement, 
and declined to put his ſeal to the ſame, until the ſaid Nathaniel 
Middleton, the Company's Refident at his Court, being then, 
as well as the ſaid Nabob Vizier, in the ſame room with, and 
in the preſence of the faid Warren Haſtings, did afture the faid 
Nabob Vizier, in order to engage him ty affix his ſeal to the 
ſaid treaty, that the ſaid article thereof was never intended to be 
put into execution, but that the ſaid Warren Haitings was de- 
ſirous of having ſomething to ſhew to the Eaſt India Company, 
as a compenſation for the conceſſions in the ſaid treaty made to 
the ſaid Nabob Vizier, or words or expreſſions to that or an 
equivalent effect; and the ſaid Nabob, under the faith of ſuch 
the aſſurances given by the faid Middleton, in the preſence of 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did then execute the ſaid treaty, by 
affixing his ſeal thereto: And the ſaid Warren Haſtings having, 
in order to give colour to the perfidious acts which be then medi- 
tated, did, notwithſtanding tne ſaid aſſurance given by his own 
Reſident, in his own preſence, four days after the execution of 
the ſaid treaty, thar is, on the twenty-third of September, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, faithleſsly and fraudu- 
lently write a letter of inſtructions to that very Nathaniel Mid- 
dleton who had given the verb.l afturance aforeſaid, directing 
him ſubſtantially to carry into effect the ſaid article in its utmoſt 
rigour and the largeſt latitude of conſtruction, throughout every 
department of the Vizier's government, charging him with a 
dreadful reſponſibility, if he neglected to carry the ſame into 


execution according to the ſaid inſtructions, and the powers and 


authorities ordered to be exerciſed in the ſaid inſtructions, in and 
by virtue of the article of the treaty which the ſaid Middleton had 
alſured the Vizier was not to be carried into execution; and 
powers were in ſundry inſtances, in conſequence of, and in obe- 
dience to, ſuch order of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, effeQually 
exerciſed by the ſaid Nathaniel Middleton; and the ſaid mode 
of conducting a treaty, and the ſubſequent acting thereon, were 
full of fraud and duplicity, unworthy, baſe, and treacherous, 


and had a tendency to bring the Britiſh faith and name into dif- 
< | repute, 
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repute, and to fill the country powers, dependent and inde- 
pendent, with a fixed diſtruſt of all treaties and engagements 
entered into with the Britiſh nation: And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, with an intent to cover the true nature of the tranſac- 
tion aforeſaid at Chunar from the Court of Directors, did deftroy 
or wilfully conceal and withhold from the ſaid Court, and doth 
{till wilfully conceal and withhold, or cauſe to be withheld, 
from the ſaid Court, the original papers and documents by him 
referred to in his correſpondence, and on the matter of which 
the ſaid treaty was made, as alſo the original treaty itſelf, con- 
trary to law, and to his duty. | 


ARTICLE TWELFTH. 


AND whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings was of opinion, or 
did pretend to be of opinion, that the appointment of Bri- 

tiſh officers to command the ſaid Nabob of Oude's troops, was 
2 moſt pernicious meaſure to the ſervice in general; yet he, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, in contradiction to his own opinion 
and judgment, did not only take a principal part in the original 
eſtabliſhment of that arrangement, but did propoſe to place 
ſundry large eſtabliſhments of troops in the Nabob's ſervice and 
pay, under Britiſh officers, who were not to be ſubje& to the 
orders of the ſaid Eaſt India Company, or to the ſame military 
juriſdiction, or diſpoſition and diſcipline, to which the ſaid Com- 
pany's troops were ſubject. but were wholly ſeparated from the 
ſame; and he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, under colour of re- 
commendation, did appoint Major, afterwards Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Alexander Hannay, to the command of the ſaid corps, and 
did appoint Captain Balfour and Captain Lumſdaine to command 
in the ſaid battalions under the ſaid Major Hannay ; but did, 
contrary to his duty and his conſcience, and his own opinion of 
what was conducive to the good of the ſervice, on the ſuggeſtion 
of Major Oſborne, an officer in the ſervice of the Eaſt India 
Company, propoſe, through the Reſident Middleton, to the 
Nabob Vizier, to eſtabliſh in his pay and ſervice a body or bat- 
talion of troops, under the command of the officer aforeſaid ; but 
the ſaid Nabob, on the propofition being made to him, did for 
ſome time decline giving any anſwer, but did at Jength totally 
reject the ſaid plan or propoſal, and the ſaid Major Oſborne did 
| thereon 


= 

thereon repeat his requeſt to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, re- 
quiring in effect a new and more authoritative and peremptory 
requiſition on the ſubject ; and the faid Warren Haſtings, againſt 
the remonſtrances of two of his colleagues, ſtating the hardſhip 
to the Vizier in forcing the ſaid battalion on the ſaid Vizier, 
contrary to his declared pleaſure, did, by his caſting vote, carry 
the ſame; and accordingly a letter was written in the name of 
the Board to the Reſident, to renew the demand in ſu:h a man- 
ner as to render the ſame effectual; and one to the Vizier, to 
the ſame or a like effect; and the faid Vizier was reluctantly 
obliged to ſubmit to this iniquitous, and uncoloured, and oppreſ- 
{ive demand. | 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings was wel! informed, that when 
the expence of the Company's temporary brigade did, in the year 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and feventy nine, encreaſe in the 
ſum of eighty thouſand pounds ſterling, above the eſtabliſhed 
eſtimate, and that the charge of the aforeſaid corps of the 
Nabob's own troops under Britiſh officers, were in that year 
increaſed in the enormous ſum of forty thouſand pounds above 
the eſtimate, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did wilfully and crimi- 
nally neglect to make any enquiry how the increaſe did ariſe, or 
to purſue any meaſure for the prevention of the growth of the 
ſaid ſhameful expence in future. 

That though complaints were made to the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings concerning the conduct of the corps under the ſaid Major 
Oſborne, which had been raiſed by the influence and under the 
authority of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, accuſing them of com- 
mitting divers depredations on the country they were appointed 
to protect; but the ſaid Warren Haſtings did wilfully and cor- 
ruptly decline to make any enquiry into the grounds of the ſaid 
complaints, or to call the ſaid Major Oſborne to account for the 
ſame, but did endeavour, after the complaint made of the miſ- 
chief done by the former, to appoint another corps for the ſame, 
or a ſimilar ſervice, and on the ſame footing, in favour of Cap- 
tain Clarke. | | 

That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, after the ſeveral corps afore- 
ſaid had, according to agreement, been diſbanded, and after he 
had made an agreement to withdraw certain large bodies of the 
Company's regular troops from the pay and the dominions of 
the Vizier, he did, ſome time in the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and eighty-four, in order to elude the ſaid agreement, 
and to re-eſtabliſh troops of that deſcription, in breach of his 
duty, and in contradiction of his own repeated declarations of 


the miſchiefs incident to troops under European officers, in the 


ſervice of the Nabob of Oude, and notwithſtanding his expe- 
rience of the ill effects which had actually been produced by the 


original eſtabliſhment of ſuch troops, did cauſe a battalion of 


K 2 ſoldiers 


—— 8 3 — ee eee eres ati err — G 


76 7 


ſoldiers under Britiſh officers, commanded by Captain Polhill, 
to be put upon the eſtabliſhment of the Vizier, and great diſor- 
ders and mutinies in the ſaid corps did enſue; nor was a remedy 
found for the ſame, until the ſaid battalioa was broke, and en- 
tirely diſbanded, | 5 | 


Las 4 Oat 
* 1 p 5 . S , 


ARTICLE THIRTEENTH. 


AND whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings was well aware that 

the orders of the Court of Directors of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, which he was bound ſubſtantially, and with good faith, to 
obey, did ſtrictly forbid that any military officers in their ſervice 
ſhould hold any office or ſhare in the collection of revenue, within 
the provinces under their juriſdiction: And the ſaid order was 
wiſely and providently made, as well for the benefit of the reve- 
nue as for preſervation of diſcipline in the ſaid officers, and for 
ſecurity of the natives from oppreſſion : 

And whereas the dominions and territories of the ſaid Nabob cf 
Oude were under the protection of the Eaſt India Company, and 
in a ſtate of real dependence on the ſaid Company, or of thoſe 
who exerciſed their authority : 

And whereas the ſaid Company had a valuable intereſt in the 
proſperity of the aforeſaid territories, as well as in that of the 


provinces immediately under their juriſdiction, and which intereſt 


and property the ſaid Warren Haſtings was in duty bound to at- 
tend to, and was bound alſo religiouſly to abſtain from any act 
which had a tendency to the prejudice thereof; yet he the ſaid 
Warten Haſtings, intending to procure exceſſive and unlawful 
profits to Alexander Hannay aforeſaid, and for that purpoſe, by 
ſubtlety, artifice, and fraud, to defeat the true intent and mean- 
ing of the Company's ſalutary orders, and to corrupt the difci- 
pline of the army in the dominions of their allies in the firſt in- 
ſtance, and ultimately in their own, not content with having 
as aforeſaid, againſt his own conſcience, judgment, and opinion, 
by his influence and power eſtabliſhed the corps under the ſaid 
Hannay in the ſaid Nabob Vizier's ſervice, did alſo ſoon after or 
about the time of the ſaid appointment of the ſaid Hannay, or at 
ſome other time while the ſaid Hannay did hold and exerciſe the 


ſaid military command, by the ſame his overbearing power and 


influence, recommend him the ſaid Hannay to the general farms, 
or collection of revenue of two great provinces in the dominions 


of 
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of the ſaid Nabob of Oude, called Baraitch and Gorucpore, and 
did procure him to be appointed thereto; which laſt- mentioned 
appointment, according to the evil cuſtoms which prevailed for 
ſome time in that country, and did then prevail, did alſo com- 
prehend, or was complicated with, ſeveral arbitrary, unlawful, 
and miſchizvous powers and authorities, unfit to be held or exer- 
ciſed by any perſon, much leſs by a Britiſh ſubje& and ſervant of 


the ſaid Eaſt India Company, which did particularly expoſe 


military officers commanding therein to the temptation of lucre 
by peculation, and did expoſe the people who were thus put un- 
der a foreigner, a perſon evidently protected by a power ſtronger 
than the native Government of the country, to oppreſſion, with- 
out other controul than what might ariſe from the mere perſonal 
diſpoſition of the ſaid foreign farmer general and military com- 
mander, | 

And the ſaid Hannay having made an ill uſe of the united 


exorbitant powers aforeſaid, in the heavy oppreſſion of the in- 


habitants of the ſaid provinces of Baraitch and Gorucpore; and 
the ſaid Nabob Vizier, on complaint thereof, having removed 


the ſaid Hannay from his ſaid office of farmer and collector of 


revenue, was with much reluctance, and notwithſtanding many 
bitter complaints by him made, obliged, through the influence 
and power of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, again to reſtore him the 
ſaid Hannay to the occupation and authority from which, for his 
faid miſconduct, he had been removed: And the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, inſtead of taking any meaſures to check or control in 
future the exorbitant and abuſed power of the ſaid Hannay, whom 
he had thus forcibly obtruded a ſecond time into the manage- 
ment of the ſaid Nabob's revenues, did, on the twenty-fixth of 
April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty, write a letter to 
the ſaid Nabob, expreſſing his ſatisfaction at his reſtoration of 
the ſaid Hannay to the employment to which he the faid Warren 
Haſtings had originally recommended him, and that he confidered 
the ſame as an attention to that recommendation ; teiling the 
ſaid Nabob, in an inſolent and overbearing manner, that it was 
not his intention to force or even to influence his choice (after 
he had in fad not only influenced but forced his choice), but that 
if he did employ the ſaid Hannay, he the ſaid Nabob ſhould con- 
vince him the faid Hannay, as well as the immediate rulers of 
the country which he was to ſuperintend, and above all, the 
people about his the ſaid Nabob's perſon and court, that he 
placed an implicit confidence in his the ſaid Hannay's zeal for 


his ſervice; with ſeveral other expreſſions and ſuggeſtions in the 


ſaid letter contained (as by the ſaid letter, reference thereto being 
had, will more fully appear) ſtrongly diſcouraging the complaints 
of thoſe who alone could make any complaints with effect, he 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings not haying in avy known manner => 
quire 


11 


guirea into the truth and juſtice of former complaints, plainly by 


him implied in the ſaid letter to have been made; but, on the 


contrary, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in the faid letter, 
accuſe perſons in the ſaid Nabob's Court of intereſted views and 
incendiary deſigns, and did attempt, without any reaſon or 
ground, to take away all credit from their future repreſentations, 


inſtead of making the courſe of complaint eaſy to the unhappy | 


perions ſubjected to ſuch unlimited and arbitrary command, ex- 
erciſed by a perſon recommended thereto by himſelf, as his ge- 
neral duty, and his particular reſponſibility, in ſuch a caſe bound 
him to do. 

And whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on or about the time 
that the ſaid Honnay was removed as aforeſaid from his farm, or 
other collection of revenue in the provinces of Baraitch and (o- 
rucpore, that is, on or about the latter end of the year one thou- 
ſand {even hundred and feveity-nine, did find the burthen of 
maintaining the detached corps under European officers, of which 
the ſaid Hannay's battalions compoſed a principal, if not the 
larger part; and the ſaid Nabob did ſignify, or cauſe to be figni- 
Hed, ta the ſaid Warren Haſtinas, that the (aid detached bodies 
of troops, under their European officers, brought nothing but 
confuſion into the affairs of his government, and were entirely 
their own maſters; praying that he might be relieved from the 
burthen of thoſe, along with that of other troops in the memo» 
rial or repreſentation mentioned, which the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings did underſtand and declare to include ſpecially the corps 
under the ſaid Hannay, and thoſe under the ſaid Oſborne, and 
certain other corps; he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not only 
diſtegard the faid requeſt, to which he ought to have attended, 
but did declare the fame to be totally inadmiſſible, though no 
part of the reaſons or pretences aſſigned by the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings, either then or ſince, for retuſing to free the ſaid Nabob 
from the burthen of troops in general, namely the apprehenſion 


of foreign wars, and the inability of the Company to bear the 


expence of the corps to be reduced, did at all apply to the corps 
commanded by the ſais Hannay, the ſaid corps having no con- 
cern with foreign wars, but being ſolely employed in the col- 
Jeftions, and the faid corps, when it ſhould be diſcharged from 
the ſaid Nabob's pay, not being to return on the Company's eſta- 
bliſhment, with which it had no connection: And the {aid War- 
ren Haſtings, in order to terrify the ſaid Nabob and his Mini- 
ſters, as well as all other perſons, from all repreſentations on a 
ſubject ſo immediately affecting the ſaid Nabob's revenues, and 
the welfare of his ſubjects, did, in his minute of the thirteenth of 
December, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſcventy-nine, move, 
That the Reſident at Oude ſhould inform the ſaid Nabob, that 
the advice of his Miniſters, who had inſtigated him to make «x 
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ſaid repreſentation, appeared to him inſidious and dangerous, and 
that the Council hoped be would diſmiſs them from his ſervice 
and confidence, as unworthy of both; and in a minute of the 
fifteenth of the ſaid month, he did threaten to bring to puniſh- 
ment, as incendiaries, thoſe who adviſed the ſaid repreſentations 
and requeſts, and uſed therein other expreffions, in ſubſtance and 
terms correſponding with the matter and expreſſions which he 
uſed in his letter to the Nabob, of the twenty-eighth of April, 
one thoufand ſeven hundred and eighty z when, in conſequence 
of the menaces of the thirteenth of December, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ſeventy- nine, or ſome other ſuch menaces, the ſaid 
Nabob was compelled to reſtore the ſaid Hannay to the charge of 
certain provincial collections; and a letter to the Nabob, con- 
formably to the ſaid minutes, was ſoon after written and dif- 
patched by the ſaid Warren Haſtings ; and the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ftings, when he kept up the ſaid Hannay' s corps, in defiance of 
the Prince in whoſe immediate ſervice it was pretended to be, did 
not make, or cauſe to be made, any enquiry whatſoever, as it 
was his duty to do, into the contuſion alledged by the ſaid 
Nabob Vizier to be brought into his Government by thoſe or 
other corps of a fimilar deicription, or even into the fact by the 
faid Nabob charged, of their being, contrary to their occaſional 
ſubjection, and contrary to all the rules of military diſcipline, 
their own maſters, although Philip Francis Eſquire, one of the 
Council, did, in a recorded minute of the fifteenth of December, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- nine, declare it noto- 
rious that the troops aforeſaid had devoured the ſaid Nabob of 
Oude's revenues and his country, under colour of defending it, 
and that he was convinced the repreſentation of the Nabob, con- 
cerning the confuſion brought on his Government, and that the 
troops aforeſaid being their own maſters, was ſtrictly true, or to 
that effect; and he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did thereby, con- 
trary to his duty, his conſcience, and his truſt, wilfully connive 
at, countenance, and encourage the faid confuſions, and the 
faid deſtruction of military obedience, and thereby, and by other 
his acts before recited, did, with wicked and corrupt views, 
leave the ſaid countries of Baraitch and Gorucpore expoſed to all 
the united mifchiefs of a rapacious and oppreffive revenue exaction, 
and a violent, diſorderly, and licentious military tyranny, both 
being exerciſed by or under the authority of the faid Hannay ; 
and in conſequence thereof, the ſaid countiies of Baraitch and 
Gorucpore were, in a moſt cruel, outrageous, and ſavage man- 
ner, by the ſaid Hannay, ſupported and countenanced as afore- 
ſaid, and by thoſe acting under his the ſaid —_— s authority, 
deſpoiled, waited, and depopulated. | 

That whereas, by reaſon of the miſpovernment and oppreſſion 
exerciſed | in the collection of the land revenue ia the provinces of 
Oude, 
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Oude, the Zemindars have been obliged to defend themſelves 
againſt the collectors in fortified places; and the colleQors afore- 
ſaid, in order to enforce the collection of the revenue, together 
with their unjuſt exactions, do often violently ſeize upon the in- 
nocent brother, ſon, or ſome near relation or dependant of the 
different Zemindars or landholders, and impriſon them as hoſt— 
ages in places of ſecurity, in a large diſtrict, ſometimes to the 
number of ſeveral hundreds, whereby, and by other evil and 
oppreſſive practices, the inhabitants are often driven to rebel; 

and he the aforeſaid Hannay, carrying on the collection of the 
revenue in the aforeſaid oppreſſive manner, and taking the afore- 
ſaid cruel and unjuſt method of exacting the ſame, did retain in 
captivity, and impriſon, in one fort only, namely, that of 
Gorucpore, one hundred and fifteen of ſuch hoſtages as afore- 


ſaid, inhabitants of a diſtrict called Sarwar, or did retain in cap= 


tivity, or impriſon, upon ſome other pretence, or upon his mere 
arbitrary pleaſure, the number of one hundred and fifteen per- 
ſons inhabitants of the ſaid diftrict, and great diſcontents did 
therefrom ariſe; and on the fifteenth of the month of Rammazan 
(anſwering to the fifth of September, in the year one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and eighty-one), all the Zemindars, great and 
ſmall, and all the inhabitants of Gorucpore, to the number of 
many thouſands, and ſeveral others from the adjacent diſtricts, 
being provoked at the cruel and unjuſt captivity of the ſaid 
hoſtages, or other inhabitants, did raiſe a general inſurrection, 

and did attack the fort of Gorucpore, in which a native ſubaltern 
officer, under the faid Hannay, called Allahd Sing, did com- 
mand, in order to releaſe the inhabitants impriſoned therein ; 
and on pretence that during the ſaid attack a ſoldier had cried 
out that the hoſtages or inhabitants aforeſaid had began an attack 
upon him the ſaid officer, although the ſaid captives were un- 
armed, did give inſtant orders to put them all to the ſword, 
which violent and barbarous order the ſaid ſoldier did ſet bimſelf 
to obey, and did actually ſtrike off the heads of eighteen of the 
ſaid captive inhabitants, and threw them over the walls of the 
fort, having alſo wounded ſeveral others; and, a few days after 
a victory had been obtained over the people making the inſurrec- 
tion as aforeſaid, the ſaid Hannay, inſtead of any enquiry into 
the neceſſity of the barbarous act aforeſaid, committed by an 
officer under his command, or endeavouring by lenient meaſures 
to reconcile the perſons whoſe friends had been thus flaughtered, 
he did in cold blood fend a written order to Munnawar Khan, an- 
other officer, or other perſon under him, giving directions con- 
cerning a certain perſon of great rank, eminence, and conſider- 
ation in the country, called the Rajah Muſtapha Khan, pur- 
porting, that if the ſaid Rajah Multapha Khan had been put to 


death, it was well—if not, to ſtrike of his head, or words or 
. directions 
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directions to that effect. And the ſaid Munnawar Khan, ſhocked 
at the ſaid inbuman and wicked order, did decline obedience 
thereto, and did ſhew the ſame to the very officer who befere 
had committed the terrible ſlaughter aforeſaid ; yet the ſaid officer, 
who appears to have been of a ſavage and bloody diſpoſition, did 
however recoil from the execution of the ſaid order, and declared 
that he would write to the Colonel, meaning the ſaid Hannay, 
on the ſubject, as the order was not expreſsly directed to him, or 


uſed expreſſions to that effect. And the ſaid order did remain 


without execution till the arrival of Captain David Williams at 
Gorucpore, when the ſaid David Williams, or ſome other Engliſh 
officer, did, in execution of the ſaid bloody and arbitrary order, 
without any form of proceſs, and in cold blood, direct and cauſe 
to be put to death the faid Rajah Muſtapha Khan, and cauſed 
proclamation to be made through the town of Gorucpore, that 
thoſe who had been guilty of the ſame offences ſhould be liable 
to the ſame puniſhment, or to that effect. And the ſaid cruel 

and atrocious murder, perpetrated on a perſon of high rank, did 
exceedingly exaſperate all perſons of all ranks in the ſaid coun- 
try, and did tend to inflame the tumults and diſorders which then 
began to prevail in the ſaid province, and to extend the ſame to 
all parts thereof. And in conſequence of the ſaid tumults, and 
the diſcontents which ſpread alſo amongſt his own (the faid 
Hannay's) troops, three battalions, or a great part thereof, did 
mutiny and deſert, and he was in a ſhametul manner obliged to 
abandon the country; which was ſoon after recovered by Major 
Naylor with one battalion only. But the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
although accounts of the proceedings aforeſaid were brought to 


| his knowledge, did not cauſe any enquiry whatſoever to be made 
into the conduct of the ſaid Hannay, as it was his duty to do, 


relative to any one of the particulars above recited, or to the 
complaints which were made by the mother and zrandmother of 
the ſaid Nabob of Oude, concerning the miſbehaviour of the 
laid Hannay, and of Captain Gordon, an officer acting under 
him, in the diſtricts of Baraitch and Gorucpore, but did after- 
wards, and after all the calamities aforeſaid had befallen the 
country, and the battalions under the command of the faid 
Hannay ; and although by the ſaid treaty of Chunar the ſaid 
battalions under the ſaid Hannay had been agreed to be reformed. - 
and ſuppreſſed; and that although he the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
was in his own conſcience perſuaded, and did inform the Court 
of Directors, that in the removal of the Company's ſervants, 
civil and military, he was actuated by motives of juſtice to the 
ſaid Vizier, and a regard to the honour of the national charac- 
ter; and although he alſo knew and declared, that the remote 
ſtations of thoſe tr00ps, placing the commanding officers and the 


troops in Oude beyond the notice and control of the Board 
(meaning 


1 
(meaning the Council General), afforded too much opportunity 
and temptation for unwarrantable emolument, and had excited 
the contagion of peculation and rapacity throughout the whole 


army, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did fo far abet, countenance, 
and encourage the faid Hannay, that though he himfclf knew, 


and it was generally known, that the ſaid Hannay had again the. 


preſumption to apply to the ſaid Vizier for the farm of Baraitch 
and Gorucpore, he did not in any way diſcourage ſuch applica- 
tion; whereby, and from his general known ſupport and coun- 
tenance to the ſaid Hannay, a report did prevail, and did gain 
entire credit in the ſaid Vizier's Court (the ſaid Vizier having at 
that time a public miniſter at Calcutta, who had very conſtant 
Intercourſe with the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and was likely to 
obtain the beſt intelligence of his deſigns), that the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings was again preparing to ſend the ſaid Hannay into Oude, 
in order to obtain again either the farm aforeſaid, or the farm of 
the diſtricts then rented by Almas Ali Khan, and Khojah Arin 
ul Dien Khan, or of ſome other great diſtricts in the ſaid Vizier's 


dominions. The ſaid Vizier was fo alarmed by the ſaid prevail- 
ing report and opinion, or by intelligence received by him from 


his miniſter at Calcutta to that effect, that he wrote a letter to 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, acquainting him of the information 


he had received, namely, that the ſaid Hannay would deſire his 


the ſaid Warren Haſtings's permiſſion to be employed in that 
quarter, meaning his the ſaid Vizier's dominions ; and he the 
faid Vizier was ſo violently agitated, and ſtruck with ſuch ex- 
treme horror, with the apprehenſion of the return of the ſaid 
Hannay into his dominions, that in his ſaid letter he ſwore, 
according to his religion, by the Holy Prophet, if by any means 
any matter dependant on him ſhould be entruſted to the Colonel 


(meaning the ſaid Hannay), he would not remain in his domi- 


nions, but would go to him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, or to 
that effect; and the ſaid letter was duly received by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings; and though the ſaid Vizier did in the ſaid 
letter, under the alarm aforeſaid, earneſtly entreat the ſaid War- 
ren Haitings, that no matter dependant on him ſhould be en- 
truſted to the Colonel (meaning the ſaid Lieutenant Colonel 
Hannay); and though he did likewiſe requeſt, that the ſaid 


"Warren Haſtings would oblige him with a ſpeedy anſwer, which 


might ſet his mind at eaſe; and although the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtin zs was bound, by common decency and common humanity, 
immediately to give ſatisfaction to the ſaid Vizier (the firſt ally 
in rank and importance of the Eaſt India Company, and one 
entitled to every mark of reſpect and protection), and was alſo 
bound to quiet the mind of the ſaid Vizier, ſo agitated, as he 
ſaw by the ſaid letter it was, through the dread of ſo great a ca- 
lamity, as well as to clear his own character from the imputation 
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of having formed againſt the ſaid Vizier fo hoſtile and alarming 
a deſign as had been attributed to him; and though the letter 
aforciacd was by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings received on the 


. fifteenth of September, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- 


two, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did not return any anſwer 
whatever thereto until the thirtieth of December foilowing, 
which was after the ſaid Hannay had died; at which time, and 
not before, he wrote a letter to the fald Vizier, of which an 
abſtract only is on the Company's records, declaring therein, 
that no intention was ever formed of employing Colonel Hannay 
at Lucknow; thereby leaving juſt ground to the ſaid Vizier, 
and to all other perſons, to be affured that the death of the faid 
Hannay alone prevented his being employed in the manner which 
the ſaid Vizier ſo jultly dreaded: In all which acts done by the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, contrary to his duty, and in all the 
aforeſaid neglects of duty, the ſaid Warren Haſtings was and 
has been the cauſe of great damage to the country of Oude, of a 
high breach of his truſt, and did diſhonour, and hath diſhonouted, 
the name and character of this nation. 


ARTICLE FOUNTEEN a5 


T HAT the Nabob Vizier having reaſon to entertain appte— 
henſions relative to the ſecurity of his own perſon, and tne 
ſtability of his own ſituation, from the malice and corruption of 
the ſaid Warten Haſtings, notwithſtanding the large bribe by 
him given as aforeſaid to the ſaid Warren Haſtings at Chunar, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings having in fundry inſtances treated him 
ſince that time with great inhumanity, perhdy, and rigour; and 
the ſaid Nabob Vizier having further cauſe of apprehenſion, 
becauſe Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, a perſon protected by the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, though in the fervice of the faid Nabob 
Vizier, and receiving his pav, and loaded with his benefits, did 


write a letter to excite. danger: us ſuſpicions of him the ſaid 


Nabob Vizier; which proceeding was not diſcountenanced by 
the ſaid Feſident Middleton, who tranſmitted the ſame to the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, and which he the faid Warren Haſtings 
did receive without manifeſting any diſpleaſure towards the 
writer thereof; and the ſaid Navob Vizier having further reaſon 


for alarm, becauſe Sir Elijah Impey, his Majeſty's Chief Juſtice, 
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and acting as Amanuenſis and Private Secretary to the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, had been, by the direction of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
employed ſince the treaty aforeſaid in taking affidavits tending to 
criminate the mother of the ſaid Nabob Vizicr, and his neareſt 
kindred ; and he the ſaid Chief Juſtice did exerciſe that odious 

and treacherous office, in violation of the laws of hoſpitality, 

whilſt he was the gueſt of the ſaid Nabob Vizier at his Court, 

and receiving at leaft honorary preſents, and pledges of amity 

from him; the ſaid Nabob Vizier, from all the aforeſaid circum- 

ſtances, and others, became affected with great terror, and did 
fall into a profound melancholy, and in that ſtate of mind, in 
order to avert the evil deſigns of the ſaid Warien Haſtings, did 

offer him, through the ſaid Reſident, Nathaniel Middleton, a 
further and ſecond bribe of one hundred thouſand pounds, or 

ſome other great ſum of money, and did give affignments on 
the landed revenue, or ſome other ſecurity, for the payment of 

the ſame, which aſſignments, or ſome other ſecurity, was accepted 
by the ſaid Nathaniel Middleton; but a letter which was written by 

the ſaid Middleton to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, relative to the 
ſaid bribe, or unlawful preſent, offered in or about the months of 
January or February, one thouſand ſeven hundred and cighty- 

two, requeſting his acceptance of the ſaid unlawful gift or 

preſent, has been, againſt law and his duty, and for baſe, clan- 

deſtine, and corrupt purpoſes, by the faid Warren Haſtings 

wholly ſuppreſſed, as well as his anſwer to the ſame, if any 
aniwer was by him given thereto, although it was the duty of 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings to produce to the Council General at 
Fort William the letter aforeſaid; and he was bound to give a 
ſpeedy anſwer, containing a direct refuſal to the ſame, and to 
reprimand and bring to condign puniſhment the ſaid Middleton, 

for accepting the diſcreditable and infamous office of agent in the 
offer of a bribe to his principal, the Governor Genera), by 
which negle& of cenſure and diſcountenavce, the ſaid Middlc- 
ton, and others in ſubordinate fituations, might be taught to 
conſider the receipt of bribes to themſelves as a matter which 
might bring no danger or diſcredit to them.—And it does not 
appear, that any the leaſt notice was taken of the faid corrupt 
tranſaction, neither was any document whatever concerning the 
ſaid offer through the ſaid Middleton, nor concerning any other 
unlawful gift or preſent offered or taken from Oude, directly 
produced to the Council General, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
until the month of June, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
eighty-three, one year and four months after the offer of the ſaid 
preſent, and the taking aſſignments on the revenues or other ef- 
fects for the ſame; at which time, on certain articles of accu- 
ſation made by the order of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, againit 
Richard Johnſon Eſquire, it did appear, that on the I | 
| third. 


E 
third of May one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two, he 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings had given ſecret inſtructions to his 
agents, Palmer and Davy, to perſuade the ſaid Nabob Vizier to 
apply the ſaid preſent to the uſe of the Company (which inſtruc- 
tions he did not produce till the twentieth day of October, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-thiee), and he did accule the 


ſaid Johnſon of being a cauſe of preventing the ſaid preſent from 


being applied to the uſe of the ſaid Ealt India Company, to 
whole ſervice the ſaid Warren Haſtings did aſſert he had given 
private inſtructions to his ſecret agents, Palmer and Davy, that 
the Nabob Vizier ſhould be requeſted to permit the ſame to be 
applied; and the faid Johnſon did admit the fact, and did aſſert, 
in juſtifica:ion of his act, that he had obſtructed (meaning that 
he had for the time defeated) the whole and every part of the 
ſaid deſign, and that no aſſignments or other valuable effects had 
been made over to the Company for the ſaid preſent, or uſed ex- 
preſſions or declarations in that ſenſe, or to that purpoſe; no- 
withſtanding which plea and admiſſion of the ſaid Johnſon, that 
the whole deſign, and every part thereof, was by him defeated, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in a written minute of conſult- 
ation (dated twenty-firſt of October, one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and eighty-three), directly aſſert, that he was morally cer- 
tain, that either aſſignments on the revenue of the Nabob of Oude, 
or bills, had been given for the ſaid preſent; and his colleague 
in office, a member of the Supreme Council, Mr, Joha Mac- 
pherſon, did poſitively affert alſo on record, that he always un- 
derſtood, that bills had been given to the amount of the in- 
tended preſent, and that the faid Hyder Beg Khan and the ſaid 
Johnſon ought to account for and explain the ſame : Yet the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings having obtained the fole object he had in view 
in his ſaid accuſation, which was to draw from the ſaid Johnſon 
an acknowledgment that no charge had been brought on the 
ſaid Nabob Vizier by this preſent, and intending fraudulently to 
ſuppreſs every thing which might throw light on that baſe and 
criminal tranſaction, never did call on the ſaid Johnſon to ac- 
count for the ſaid bills, aſſignments, or other effects, which he 
did ſo as before declare himſelf morally certain to have been 
given and appropriated, and which his colleague, the ſaid Mac- 
pherſon, by his minute recorded in the books of the Council, 
did aſſert as aforeſaid the ſaid Johnſon ought to account for z 
nor did he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, produce the letter, whe- 
ther from his ſecret agent Palmer, or from his inſtrument Hyder 
Beg Khan, to his other ſecret agent Major Davy, on which he 
grounded his accuſation againſt the ſaid Richard Johnſon relative 
to the ſaid preſent ; nor did he write to the ſaid Palmer for any 
explanation of the ſubject, nor to the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, nor to 
the ſaid Reſident Briſtow, then in a nor to any other perſon 
who 
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who might have given.or procured due and proper information 
relative thereto; but he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did ſuddenly 
put an end to the enquiry, by declaring that he was glad that 
the intended preſent never had been applied to the Company's 
uſe, and that it would be cf no ſervice to the Company, but 
would add greatly to the diftreſſes of the ſaid Nabob Vizier, 
though the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf had ſo recently, in a 
regular and formal charge, accuſed the ſaid Johnſon of prevent- 
ing it from being applied in that manner and for that purpoſe ; 
and he did not only thus put a ſtop to the enquiry inſtituted by 
himſelf, but, almoſt immediately after his accuſation of the ſaid 
Johnſon on that and ſundry other heads of charge, and of cer- 
tain of which he did declare him, in his opinion, guilty, be did 
promote the ſaid Johnſon to an employment of great honour, 
emolument, and truſt, namely, that of an important embaſly to 
a foreign Court; and the ſaid Warren Haſtings did carefully 
avoid examining at Calcutta the ſaid Nathaniel Middleton 
(through whom, and not through the ſaid Johnſon, the offer 
of the ſaid preſent was made) for any account or explanation 
of the fame, though at the time of the enquiry concerning the 
ſaid preſent he the ſaid Middleton was actually in Calcutta, and 
his own conduct was at that very time a ſubjed of enquiry, 
upon accuſations preferred againſt him by the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings himſelf, on ſundry miſdemeanors charged by him to be com- 
mitted by the {aid Middleton, in the capacity in which he was 
when the preſent or bribe aforeſaid was offered through him ; 
and though the ſaid Middleton could have wholly contradicted 
the ſaid Johnſon's plea and aſſertion at Calcutta, and have proved 
that aſſignments had actually been given for the grefent through 
him offered, and that cojleQivns were made by him thereon, 
but the ſaid aſſignments do not appear on any record, corre- 
ſpondence, minute, or other evidence, or written document, nor 
doth it appear that any money received thereon hath been brought 
to the Company's account, or to that of the Nabob Vizier ; fo 
that the ſaid aſſignments made muſt have been made for ſome 
| ſecret criminal purpoſe, and what money was received thereon 
muſt have been fo applied. And whereas a letter from the ſaid 
Nabob Vizier was received by the ſaid Warren Haſtings (dated 
in the month of Shabaun anſwering to the month of July or 

Auguſt, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two), ac< 
quainting the ſaid Warren Haſtings that though he the ſaid 
Nabob had poſitively refuſed to comply with a large loan 
demanded of him by the Majors Palmer and Davy, the pri- 
vate agents of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, he had actually 
agreed to the payment of a preſent of ten Jacks of rupees, being 
upwards of one hundred thouſand pounds, for the uſes by them 
demanded; and it doth not appear in the correſpondence be- 


tween the ſaid Vizier and the ſaid Warren Haſtings that the de- 
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fie ign was defeated, as the ſaid Warren Haſtings hath aſſerted and 
charged, and as the ſaid Johnſon hath admitted that it was in the 
whole, and conſequently in all the parts, by him the ſaid John- 
ſon defeated ; nor doth it appear that the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did write any anſwer to the ſaid letter, in which the Nabob Vi- 
zier did inform him of his having conſented to the payment 
aforeſaid, on conditions therein referred to; nor did he produce 
the ſaid letter, in oppoſition to the declarations of the faid 
Johnſon ; nor did he enter on record the paper of conditions 
referred to in the ſaid letter, as by Act of Parliament and by his 
duty he was bound todo; and from the evidence, which he hath 
purpoſely leit in a ſtate of contradiction and obſcurity, when he 
hd it in his power to eſtabliſh the truth or falſehood of the ſaid 
evidence, and to clear up the whole tranſaction, it doth no way 
appear whether the ſaid ten lacks of rupees, mentioned by the 
ſaid Nabob Vizier, was the ſame identical ſum with that of- 
fered to Middleton, or was not rather ſome other preſent to the 
ſame amount; nor whether any payment was or was not made 
thereon, the whole being purpoſely involved by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings in myttery and obſcurity as aforeſaid ; and it doth not 
appear "that the parties concerned in theſe tranſactions were ac- 
quainted with or conſulted on the proceedings of others acting 
in the ſame; but it doth appear, and it is hereby charged, that 
the full correſpondence of any of the ſaid agents with him the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings hath not been produced; but that the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did, and doth, wilfully and criminally with= 
hold the ſame. And whereas a Governor General, entruſted with 
the care of the Company's revenues, is bound in duty to take 
care that all things relating thereto, or whatever may affect the 
ſame, mediately or immediately, ſhould be clear, open, and 
diſtinct: And whereas it is alſo the duty of the Governor General, 
that in a ſervice like that of the Company's ſervice in Indie; 
more liable than any other to the ſuſpicion of bribery and ex- 
tortion, all parts of the Government ſhould be preſerved, as 
much as in ſuch Governor General lies, altogether clear from 
thoſe foul imputations, eſpecially in him, the head and chief 
of the ſaid ſervice, and who is in a particular manner the guar- 
dian of the honour thereof, and of this kingdom in India, and 
is bound to candid, fair, and ingenuous proceedings in all things, 
but more eſpecially in tranſactions tending to corruption, he the 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in contradiction to his duty, in the 
tranſactions aforeſaid, concerning a bribe or bribes oftered to him 
by the ſaid Nabob of Ode, by his prevarication, fraud, and de- 
ceit, and by ſuppreſſion of evidence, and by purpoſely avoiding 
the natural and orderly courſe of enquiry, dictated by the cir- 
cumſtances of the buſineſs before him, and by other dark, in- 
tricate, and colluſive practices, was and is guilty of an high 


6 offence 
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offence in the ſaid acts, and in the ſaid neglects of duty, tend- 
ing in their inevitable conſequences to perplex and miſlead the 
Court of Directors, and to leave in the minds of men a ſtrong per- 
ſuaſion of unfair and corrupt practice relative to the object of 
the ſaid frauds and devices, to the diſhonour of the high truſt and 
office held by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and to the evil example 
of the whole of the Company's ſervants, by teaching them to 
veil their acts in all ſort of diſguiſe, myſtery, and fraud. 


ARTICLE FIFTEENT H. 


THAT notwithſtanding the means pretended to be taken at 

the treaty of Chunar for the relief of the Vizier Nabob of 
Oude, the ſaid Warren Haſtings well knew that the diſtreſſes of 
the ſaid Vizier did continue, and that in order to ſatisfy the 
enormous and rapacious demands made by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings upon him, he had been compelled to lend his name, 
and the appearance of his authority, to rob his mother and his 
grandmother of their treaſures, and to confiſcate, under the 
ſame compulſion, the eſtates of his relations and friends, and de- 
pendants of his family; and the ſaid Warren Haſtings alſo well 
knew that the ſaid Nabob, in his court, in his houſehold, in his 
troops, and in the whole ſtate of his country, did feel great and 
grievous diſtreſs; yet he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, conceiving a 
falſe and injurious opinion of the character of the Eaſt India 
Company, and of the honour, juſtice, and policy of this king- 
dom, and deluſively imagining that it would be received as a 
cover for all his acts of diſobedience to the laws of his country, 
and of all his peculation, rapacity, cruelty, and oppreſſion, 
for which he did then apprehend he ſhould be called to an 
account, and that it would be taken as a meritorious atone- 
ment for the ſame, if he could make it appear that he had 
exacted greater ſums from the ruined and undone country 
of Oude, than others, more juſt, moderate, and provident, 
could have exacted from the ſame; and at the ſame time with 
a view to leave the ſaid country in a ſtate of the utmoſt con- 
fuſion and diſtreſs, from whence he hoped to anſwer ſome of 
his evil purpoſes, he did, without any communication with his 
Council, or entering any minute on the books thereof, cauſe the 


accountant, or deputy accountant at Calcutta, to rake into all the 
accounts 


89 J 
accounts for ſeveral years backwards, and from thence, and on 
pretence of forgotten articles, to produce two demands, amount- 
ing to four hundred thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other 
great ſum of money, and he did urgently demand payment of 
the ſame from the ſaid Nabob, and though he well knew that 
the ſaid Nabob's current reſources could not produce ſuch a 
ſum, or any ſum above the current demand, and that it could 
only be borrowed at an enormous uſury, and by anticipation of 
his revenues, and that this muſt produce for the preſent an in- 
creaſe of his debt, and at ſome future time a failure or defici- 
ency even in a reduced current demand ; yet for the fraudulent 
purpoſes aforeſaid he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did perſevere in 
demanding the payment of the ſame; and the ſame, or a great part 
thereof, was borrowed by the ſaid Nabob at an intereſt of twenty 
pounds per centum per annum, or ſome other high and deſtructive 
intereſt, and the ſaid confiſcated eſtates were mortgaged for the 
ſame, by which it was put out of the power of the ſaid Vizier 
to reſtore the ſaid confiſcated eſtates, until the money borrowed 
on them was paid, if he had been permitted ſo to do by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings; and the deficiency to be apprehended by the 
ſaid violent and oppreſſive demand was actually produced, and 
the ſaid Vizier's debt, which had been kept in a growing ſtate by 
enforcing unjuſt demands upon him, and which ought to have 
been. diſcharged with a conſiderable remainder, by the violent 
meaſures employed. for that purpoſe, did in the enſuing year, 
namely, in the Fuſulli year one thouſand one hundred and 
eighty-nine, correſponding to part of the years of our Lord one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, and one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and eighty-two, amount to a very great ſum of money, 
in conſequence of the ſaid unexpected demand, which, if juſt 
and founded, ought to have been produced at its due and proper 
ſeaſon, and not brought forward (as it was) to add to the con- 
fuſion, perplexity, and diſtreſs of the country and government 
of Oude, when the ſaid country was leaſt able to bear it, and 
for which it was obliged to provide by an anticipation to the 
amount of five hundred thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome other 
great ſum of money; and the anticipation aforeſaid preſſing 
hard on the revenue, and producing other anticipations, freſh 
neceſſities of borrowing at an enormous intereſt were induced, 
till at length, that is, in the years one thouſand ſeven. hundred 
and eighty- five, and one thouſand ſeven hundered and eighty-lix, 
a deficiency and debt did happen, even after the current de- 
mand was reduced nearly to one half of its uſual amount; and 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, not content with the great and ſuſ- 
picious demands aforeſaid, further to increaſe the diſorder and 
diſtreſs of the ſaid Nabob's affairs, did, as before, without 
any conſultation with his Council, in the months of May or 


June 
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June in the ſaid year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- 
two, illegally ſend or depute to Lucknow, to the court of the 
ſaid Vizier, his two ſecret inſtruments, Major Palmer and Major 
Davy, to demand that the ſaid Vizier ſhould lend to the Eaſt 
India Company a ſum of fix hundred thouſand pounds ſterling, 
or ſome other great ſum of money, and alſo that the ſaid Vizier 
ſhou!d take four battalions of the Company's troops into his 
pay for the collection of his revenue, notwithſtanding all the 
miſchiefs which had been experienced from that ſpecies of eſta- 
bliſhment ; all which extraordinary claims, together with the 
admitted claims of the Company for that year, would have 
amounted nearly to double the then clear annual revenue of all 
the documents of the ſaid Nabob ; but the ſaid Nabob did po— 
ſitively deny his conſent to either of the ſaid demands, notwith- 
ſtanding the violent menaces employed by the ſaid clandeſtine 
agents, or one of them, to induce him the ſaid Nabob to a com- 
pliance therewith, he the ſaid Nabob pleading, with great ap- 
pearance of truth, the utter impoſſibility of advancing the ſaid 
ſum. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, failing in this attempt, 
did afterwards, falſely and evaſively, deny, or endeavour to 
explain away, bis ſhare in the ſaid proceedings; declaring, that 
it was from the Miniſters Hyder Beg Khan and Almas Ali Khan, 
and not the ſaid Nabob, that he propoſed to borrow the ſum 
atorelaid; and did diſclaim, in a prevaricating manner, his 
having demanded that the ſaid four new battalions ſhould be ſo 
taken as aforeſaid into the pay of the ſaid Nabob, though he 
never called his faid ſecret agents to account for what they had fo 
done, nor ſhewed them any diſcountenance whatſoever, at the 
ſame time that he did, in an ambiguous manner, ſeem to throw 
on them the whole blame of this moſt ' ſcandalous and per- 


fidious attempt. 


ARTICLE SIXTEENTH. 


HAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings, contriving by means of 
violence and corruption to bring the natives of India fubject 
to the power and influence of the Eaſt India Company into an 
entire dependence upon him for their lives and fortunes, in 
order to draw to himſelf unlawful and exorbitant advantages 


from that dependence, did put perſons reputed opulent firſt into 
| terror 
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terror as criminals, without due proof of their offences, and 
afterwards did receive them into favour and truſt, without 
due proof of their innocence, as the one or the other did beſt ſuit 
his evil purpoſes ; and in particular, the faid Warren Haſtings, 
at ſome time in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and eighty-two, did receive, or pretend to receive, ſome 
information concerning miſdemeanors imputed to a certain 


wealthy and powerful native of India, called Almas Ali Khan, 


farmer of a conſiderable part of the revenues of the ſaid Vizier 
the Nabob of Oude, and alſo concerning a deſign wich the 
| ſaid Almas had entertained of withdrawing himſelf with his trea- 
ſures, repreſented by the ſaid Warren Haftings as the fruits of 
embezzlement and oppreflion, out of the domintons of his Sove- 
reign; and in fact the aforeſaid Almas Ali, being under appre- 
henſions of a deſign againſt his life, had taken ſteps which indi- 
. cated an intention ſo to withdraw himſelf, but was induced to 
return to the capital and court of the ſaid Nabob Vizier, under 
a direct, clear, and poſitive written engagement for the ſecurity 
of his life. And on a repreſentation cauſed by the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings to be made to the ſaid Nabob, upon the ſuppoſed de- 
fection, treachery, and other miſdemeanors, of the ſaid Almas 
Ali Khan, the ſaid Nabob Vizier did write to his Vakeel, or 
Miniſter at Calcutta, for the information of the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, repreſenting that the charges made on the ſaid Almas, 
as aforeſaid, were by him the ſaid Vizier underſtood to be the 
effect of malice, and the acts of ill-deſigning perſons, and that 
he the ſaid Vizier did conceive him to be perfectly innocent of 
the ſame, or to that effect. And this declaration of the ſaid 
Nabob, the maſter and ſovereign of the ſaid Almas, was dul 
communicated to the ſaid Warren Haſtings ; nevertheleſs, a 
very few days after the account aforeſaid was received by him 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, of the ſaid Vizier's opinion of the in- 
nocence of the ſaid Almas, his ſubject and ſervant, he the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did in a ſpecial inſtruction to the aforeſaid 
John Briſtow, dated October the twenty-third, one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and eighty-two, give orders concerning his the 
ſaid Briſtow's conduct to the ſaid Almas Ali Khan, full of dupli- 
City, fraud, and treachery, both to the perſon who received the 
ſaid inſtruction, and alſo to the perſon whom the ſaid inſtruction 
did regard, And he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did firſt, under 
a falſe colour of good faith, obſerve, that if any engagement did 
ſubſiſt (he the ſaid Warren Haſtings at the ſame time well 
knowing that ſuch engagement did actually ſubſiſt) between the 
ſaid Almas and the ſaid Nabob Vizier, it ſhould be faithfully 
obſerved; but at the ſame time directing the ſaid Briſtow in a 
- moſt unwarrantable manner, as follows, to wit: ++ But if he 
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(meaning the aforefaid Almas) has been guilty of any criminal 
offence to the Nabob (meaning the ſaid Nabob Vizier) his. 
maſter, for which no immunity is provided in the engagement. 
or he ſhall break any one of the conditions of it, I do moſt 
ſtrictly enjoin you, and it muſt be your ſpecial care to endeavour, 
either by force or ſurprize, to ſecure his perſon, and bring him 
to juſtice ; by bringing him to juſtice, I mean that you brge 
the Nabob, on due conviction, to puniſh him with death, as 
a neceſſary example to deter others from the commiſſion of 
the like crimes; nor muſt you deſiſt till this is effected. I 
cannot preſcribe the means; but to guard myſelf againſt the oblo- 
quy to which I may be expoſed, by a forced miiconliruction of 
this order, by thoſe who may hereafter be employed in ſearching 
our records for cavils and informations againſt me, I think it 
proper to forbid and proteſt againſt the uſe of any frau- 
dulent artifice of treachery to accompliſh the end which [I 
have preſcribed ; and as you alone are privy to the order, you 
will of courſe obſerve the greateſt ſecreſy that it may not tranſpire; 
but I repeat my recommendation of it as one of the firſt and moſt 
eſſential duties of your office.” That the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
has highly diſhonoured the Britiſh integrity, ſimplicity, and juſ- 
tice, by the wicked, ſcandalous, and perfidious evaſions and diſ- 
tinctions in the aforeſaid inſtruction contained; for he well knew 
that the aforeſaid prince, the Nabob Vizier, who was by the ſaid 
inſtruction to be urged to put the ſaid Almas to death, had but a 
few days before declared him innocent, and had, by a ſolemn en- 
gagement, not only given him an indemnity for ſpecial offences 
particulariſed in his pardon, as the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, 
without any grounds, ſuggeſt and ſuppoſe, but had pledged the 
public faith for the abſoJute ſecurity of his life: And even on a 
ſuppoſition that the ſaid act of indemnity had only ſpecified parti- 
cular offences, it was an inhuman and moſt treacherous mode of 
proceeding, and moſt contrary to all the principles of generolity, 
humanity, and plain dealing, to make inquiſition for ſuch parti- 
culars as might have eſcaped the care of the perſon obtaining the, 
pardon, in order to defeat the purpoſe thereof, and to take away 
his life. And he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, was equally guilty 
in requiring the ſaid Briſtow to proceed in a captious and inſidious. 
Inquiſition into any the moſt minute breach of conditions, in or- 
der to entrap the life of the aforeſaid Almas Ali Khan; and he 
was alſo highly criminal in directing him to be put to death for 
undefined miſdemeanors, without ſtating whether thoſe miſde- 
meanors were of a Capital nature or not; and did thereby give 
leſſons to a prince of the Eaſt of the moſt dangerous nature to 
the lives and fortunes of all perſons ſubject to his authority; and 
the caution with which he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did conclude 
his dangerous and flippery order aforeſaid doth highly aggravate 
| | Eis 
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his offence, as it ſhows that he was perfectly aware of the con- 
ſtruction to which ſuch an act was liable; and he did alſo high- 
ly aggravate the ſaid offence by the caution with regard to hig 
own perſonal ſafety with which he gave a mandate of a nature 
the moſt likely to involve the perſon who was to obey it in the 


greateſt embatrraſſment and danger. That the ſaid Briſtow, from 


a ſenſe of the perfidy and peril of the proceeding ordered by the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, and the ſhock which thereby would be 
given to public credit (the ſaid Almas, on the faith of the Re- 
tidency, being ſecurity for large ſums advanced by Bankers to the 
Britiſh Government), did not attempt to ſeize upon the ſaid Al- 
mas Ali Khan, but was content with taking meaſures tending to 
leflen the enormous power of the ſaid Almas, of which the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings had complained, to watch his motions, and to 
give the ſaid Warren Haſtings intelligence of any deſign which he 
might entertain of leaving the ſaid Nabob Vizier's dominions; 
and the ſaid Briſtow did furniſh to the ſaid Warren Haſtings much 
more full, diſtin, and apparently authentic intelligence of the 
intentions of the ſaid Almas to retire from the Vizier's dominions, 
and of his correſponding with the neighbouring powers for ſecur- 
ing ſuch retreat, as allo of his oppreſſive adminiſtration, than he 


the ſaid Warren Haſtings had ever before received, notwithſtand- 


ing which, without any previous enquiry into the conduct of the 
ſaid Almas, or taking the ſmalleſt notice of the frequent intelli- 
gence given by the ſaid Briſtow of the conduct of the faid Almas, 
or of the proceedings of the ſaid Briſtow with regard to him, and 
without apprizing the ſaid Briſtow of any change in his ſenti- 
ments with regard to the perſon whom he had ordered him in the 
manner aforeſaid to ſeize, and to cauſe to be put to death, and 


without giving any fort of anſwer to the {aid Briſtow's repeated 


letters on the ſubject of the arduous and critical commiſſion fo 
given by him, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did write to this 
very Almas Ali Khan, on the firſt of January, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and eighty-four, a letter full of expreſſions of favour and 
protection, in which letter he ſolemnly aſſured him that he had 
never given credit to the accuſations againſt him. And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, ſoon after going to Lucknow to exerciſe the 
functions of the office of Reſident in his own perſon, did inveſt 
the ſaid Almas Ali Than with the ſame or greater authority than 
he had before poſſeſſed, notwithſtanding nothing appeared to ac- 
quit the ſaid Almas of the embezzlements or oppreſſions with 
which he himſelf had before charged him, or of correſpondence 
carried on by him with Cheyt Sing, the depoſed Rajah of Benares, 
and the Mahrattas, for the purpole of retiring from the Viziet's 
dominions, the authentic documents concerning which the Reſi- 
dent Briſtow had recently tranſmitted to him the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings 3 but the ſaid Warren Haſtings, having then private 
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reaſons for altering his opinion, did complain of the charges which 


had been made 2gainſt the ſaid Almas, as having been, according 


to his expreſſion, too laboriouſly urged againſt him, and which had 


nearly driven bim to abandon his country for the preſervation of 
y y P 


his life and honour, and thus to give a colour to the charges them- 
ſelves, when in fact he the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf had been 
the molt earneſt and laborious proſecutor of the ſaid Almas, and no 
other perſon appears, with any certainty, to have made attempts on 
the life and honour of the ſaid Almas: And whereas the ſaid Al- 
mas had theretofore held his farms of revenue only from year to 
year, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, being at Lucknow ſome time in 
the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-four, did give to 
the ſaid Almas a term of fix years in his farms of revenue, there- 
by giving, out of the reach of correction or reſumption, a leaſe of 
boundleſs power and enormous profit to a perſon by himſelf repre- 
fented as a known oppreſſor of the people; that the ſaid Warren 


. Haſtings, in order to give colour to the ſaid proceeding, did, in his 


leiter to the Court of Directors of the thirtieth of April, one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and eighty-four, reprefent the faid Almas as 
having purged himſelf of the accuſations againſt him, by a ſeaſon— 
able advance of money, which had been applied to the uſe of the 
Eaſt India Company : That the faid courſe of charging wealthy 
men with crimes, and a-quitting them on the advance of money, 
is highly unwarrantable and ſcandalous, and would be fo, even if 
the money had been really and truly advanced ; whereas the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did falſely repreſent the ſaid tranſaction, for the 
faid Almas was fo far from advancing any money at the time of 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings's ſaid letter to the Court of Directors, 
that he had not paid up the regular inſtalments which by the terms 
of his farm, he had been obliged to make; the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings wilfully intending in his ſaid ſtatement to deceive the 
Court of Directors, in order to make ſome ſort of excuſe for a 
proceeding fo contrary to all his former proceedings and profeſ- 
fions relative to the ſaid Almas, and fo diſhonourable to the juſtice, 
policy, and humanity of this nation. | | 


ARTICLE SEVENTEENTH. 


Wirres. from the laws and cuſtoms of the Eaſt, which 
| allow, and in ſome meaſure require of great men, a large 


train of wives and concubines, the families of the princes of 
on gy Indoſtan 
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Indoſtan are generally numerous, and the ſons of the ſaid Princes 
are all equal in dignity, of whatever mothers they may have 
been born; and they all accordingly are, or ought to be, main- 


tained in an honourable manner, ſuited to their high rank; and 


the ſaid Warren Haſtings actually poſſeſſing the whole power 
and dominion of the government of Oude, he was in juſtice 


and in duty bound to take care that due proviſion ſhould have 
been made for the brothers and fiſters of the ſaid Nabob, the 
reigning Sovereign of Oude; but the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
wilfully, and to the great ſcandal of the Engliſh name, did neg- 


lect his ſaid duty, and did not interpoſe through the public Rett- 


dent, through his own creature, the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, 
nor any of his own fecret agents aforeſaid, for the juſt and 
laudable purpoſe of obtaining any ſuitable arovifion for the bro- 
thers and other relations of the faid Nabob, although the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did write to the ſaid Princes in ſpecious, 
plauſible, and inſinuating language, calling them his (the ſaid 
Warten Haltings's) brothers, with other ſoothing and af- 
fectionate expreſſions to the like effect. 

That the allowances made by Hyder Beg Than, the de- 
pendent Agent of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and by him kept in 
power in defiance of his maſter, for the ſupport of twenty-one 
Princes, brothers of the ſaid Nabob, all of whom were arrived at 
years of maturity, ſo as to have been diſmiſſed from the Zenana, 
or women's apartment, did not exceed twenty thouſand pounds 
ſterling, or thereabouts; ſome of the ſaid Princes did not re- 
ceive their reſpective aliowanccs for nearly two yeats, and were 
abſolutely compelled to ſubſiſt on the charity of their brother's 
ſubjeAs; which defalcation of their ſcanty maintenance was in 
conſequence of the great penſions and ſalaries paid to the fa- 
vourites and creatures of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and of his 
inſtrument the ſaid Minifter Hyder Beg Khan; and in particular 
that, during, or ſoon after the time when the afore ſaid twenty-one 
brothers of the ſaid Nabob were reſtricted to the ſaid very in- 
ſufficient and unbecoming income of twenty thouſand pounds 
a year, or thereabouts, which was alſo never regularly paid, a ſingle 
Engliſh Surgeon, Surgeon Thomas, patronized by the ſaid 
Warten Haſtings, did actually receive from the Vizier nearly as 
much as the nominal allowance of ten of the brothers of the 
aforeſaid Sovereign the Nabob Vizier, the ſaid Surgeon's allow- 
ance being nine thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty- three pounds 
ſterling a year, or thereabouts; and the ſecret Agent of the 
| ſaid Warren Haſtings did receive more than the whole annual 

allowance of all the twenty one brothers of the ſaid Nabob 
Vizier, who were out of the care of the women, and ſeveral of 
whom were marricd, and had families to maintain; and the 
ſecret Agent of the faid Warren Haſtings, the ſaid Major Wil- 

liam 
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liam Palmer, enjoying an avowed annual falary in monthly 
payments of twenty-two thouſand pounds ſterling, or ſome 
other large ſum, which was generally reputed to be no more 
than a part of the emoluments annexed to the ſituation of the 
faid William Palmer. 5 

That in or about the month of March, one thouſand ſeven 
bundred and eighty-three, three of the {aid brothers of the Nabob, 
namely, Myrza Hyder Ally, Myrza Imayut Ally, and Myrza Syef 
Ally, did repreſent to the ſaid Briſtow, that they were in diſtreſs 
for dry bread and clothes, and in conſequence of ſuch repre- 
ſentation were relieved by the intervention of the ſaid Briſtow ; 
but ſoon after the deputition of the ſaid Warren Haſtings to 
Oude, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-four, 
that is to ſay, ſome time in or about the month of September, 
in the ſaid year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-four, 
the ſaid Myrza Hyder Ally, one of the three Princes aforeſaid, 
did fly to the province of Benares, and did remain there in great 
diftreſs; and that although the ſaid Warren Haſtings did write 
to the {aid Nabob an account of the aforeſaid circumſtance, in 
certain looſe, light, and diſreſpectful expreſſions, concerning 
the faid Myrza Hyder Ally, he did not, as he was in duty 
bound to do, in any wiſe exert that influence which he actually 
and notoriouſly poſſeſſed over the mind of the ſaid Nabob, for 
the relief of the {aid Prince, the brother of the ſaid Nabob; 
but without obtaining any ſatisfactory and ſpecific aſſurances, 
either from the ſaid Nabob, or the ſaid Miniſter, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did content himſelf with adviſing the ſaid 
Prince to return to his brother the faid Nabob, 

That in order to avoid famine at home, another of the ſaid 
Nabob's brothers, by name Myrza Jungli, was under the neceſ- 
fity of flying from bis native country, and did ſeek proteQion 
from a certain Mahometan Lord, called Mirza Shuffu Khan, 
then Prime Miniſter of the Mogul, from whom he did go to 
the camp of the Mahratta Chief Madajee Scindia, where he did 
ſolicit and obtain a military command, together with a grant of 
lands, or jaghire, for the ſubſiſtence of himfelf, his family, and 
followers: But wiſhing again to be received under the pro- 
tection of the Britiſh Government, the ſaid Myrza Jungli, in 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and eigbty-three, did apply to the 
faid Reſident Briſtow, through David Anderſon Eſquire, then 
on an embaſly in the camp of the ſaid Scindia; and, in con- 
ſequence of ſuch application, the ſaid Briſtow, ſenſible of the 
diſgrace which the exile of the ſaid Myrza Jungli reflected, 
both on the ſaid Nabob of Oude and the Britiſh nation, did ne- 
gotiate with the ſaid Nabob and his Miniſters for the return of 
the ſaid Myrza Jungli, and for the ſettlement and regular pay- 
ment of ſome proper allowance for the maintenance of the ſaid 

| | Myrza 
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Myrza Jungli, but the allowance required was ultimately re- 
fuſed; and although the whole of the tranſactions aforeſaid 
were duly repreſented to the ſaid Warren Haſtings by the ſaid 


Anderſon, and by the ſaid Briſtow, and although he had himſelf 


received, ſo early as the twenty-third of Auguſt, one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and eighty-two, a letter from the Vizier, griev- 
ouſly complaining of the cruel and extortious demands made 
upon him by the faid Warren Haſtings, in-which letter he did 
expreſsly mention the flight of his brothers, and the diſtreſſes of 
the women of his late father, who he ſaid were all as his mothers, 
and that his ſaid brothers, from the reſumption of their jaghires, 
were reduced to great affliction and diſtreſs, and he did attribute 
the ſaid flight of ſome of his brethren, and the diſtreſſes of the 
reſt, and of the women who ſtood in a ſpecies of maternal re- 
lation to him, as owing to the aforeſaid oppreſſive demands; 
yet he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did cruelly, inhumanly, and 
corruptly, decline to make any order for the better proviſion of 
any of the ſaid eminent family, or for the return of the ſaid 
Prince, who had fled from his brother's Court to avoid the 
danger of periſhing by famine. 

That ſame time afterwards, that is to ſay, about the begin- 
ning of the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-four, 
the ſaid Myrza Jungli did entreat the patronage and interference 
of the ſaid Warren Haſtings to procure for him (the ſaid Myrza 
| Jungli) ſome adequate proviſion from the faid Nabob, his bro- 
ther : But the ſaid requeſt was, on two different applications of 
the ſaid Myrza Jungli, in an hard and unfeeling manner re- 
fuſed by the ſaid Warren Haſtings; and the faid Warren 
Haſtings did affign, as the reaſons of ſuch refuſal, the diſtreſſes 
and embarraſſments of the ſaid Nabob's government, which the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, by his corrupt intrigues and criminal 
miſmanagement before mentioned, had himſelf occaſioned, 

' That ſome time in or about the month of December, one thou- 

ſand ſeven hundred and eighty- three, the Nabob Behadre, another 
of the brothers of the ſaid Nabob of Oude, did repreſent to the 
ſaid Briſtow, that he the ſaid Nabob Behadre had not received a 
farthing of his allowance for the current year, and was without 
food; and being wounded by an aſſaſſin, who had alſo mur- 
dered his aunt in the very capital of Oude, the ſaid Nabob 
Behadre had not a daum to pay the ſurgeon, who attended 
him for the love of God alone. That at or about the pe- 
riod of this ſaid repreſentation, the ſaid Briſtow was recalled, 
and the faid Warren Haſtings proceeded up to Lucknow, but 
did not enquire into the ſaid repreſentations tranſmitted by the 
ſaid Briſtow to Calcutta, nor did order any relief. 

That by the criminal neglect of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in 
not originally appointing, or procuring to be appointed, ſome 

| N adequate 


2 Fg 
m—_— 7, oo — Rn * 


— _ 


Fe 


adequate and becoming proviſion for the ſaid Princes, the bro- 
thers of the ſaid Nabob, and in not enforcing the due and regular 
payment of ſuch ſtipends or allowances as were appointed, as 
well as in not giving ſome mark of his approbation to the ſaid 
Reſident Briſtow, for his commendable interpoſition in behalf of 
the ſaid Princes, nor of his diſpleaſure to the ſaid Miniſter Hyder 
Beg Khan, for his culpable conduct towards the faid Princes, as 
alſo in not making any enquiry into the ſaid repreſentations of the 
ſaid Nabob Behadre, tranſmitted to Calcutta by the ſaid Briſtow 
at the concluſion of his Reſidency, and in declining to pay any 
regard to the aforeſaid applications made directly to him, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings, by ſome or one of the ſaid Princes, the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings did become, and is fully reſponſible for 
the aforeſaid diſtreſſes of the reigning family of Oude, and did 
thereby bring diſgrace on the ſaid Nabob Vizier, the firſt Prince 
of the Mahometan Empire in Indoſtan, and did diſcredit and 
diſhonour the juſtice and humanity of the Britiſh name through- 
out all the Eaſt. | 
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ARTICLE EIGHTEENTH. 


AND whereas the ſaid Warren Haſtings bath frequently de- 

clared, that the ſyſtem of interference in Oude, by means 
of an Engliſh Reſident, was an uſurpation, and was, in his opi- 
nion, productive of many evils and diſorders in the government 
of the ſaid province, and did pretend that he had oppoſed the in- 
troduction of the ſame: That the ſaid interference, however 
proper, being in direct contradiction to his avowed principles, 
ought by him to have been wholly declined, or exerciſed in di- 
rect obedience to orders, and his part therein taken with the 
greateſt caution and moderation ; yet, having in view his own 
corrupt advantage, and that of his agents, he did himſelf conti- 
nue that interference to which he had fo objected, and from 
time to time did encreaſe the powers of the Engliſh agents by 
him appointed, and did make various diviſions and diſtributions 
of the ſaid powers, and did frequently, and without any reaſons 
aſſigned, remove the perſons entruſted with ſuch agency : That, 
after the diſmiſſion of the ſaid Briſtow, and the re- appointment of 
the ſaid Middleton, herein before alledged, when the ſaid Mid- 
dleton had continued in office for two years longer, he was re- 
called by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, without any cauſe 1 
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and Mr. Hoſea, ſince deceaſed, went up to Oude, under 
ſome actual appointment, or agreement for an appointment, 
and was for a while there received, and was conſidered 
as Reſident, but was ſuddenly recalled: That the ſaid Mid- 
dleton did then reſume his office, but was the ſame year ſu- 
perſeded by the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who appointed Mr, 
Purling to the ſaid Reſidency : That, in a few months after- 
wards, the ſaid Warren Haſtings removed the Reſident Pur- 
ling (as in former inſtances, without cauſe aſſigned) and reſtored 
the ſaid Middleton, who continued, upon ſuch reſtoration, about 
a year in office {ingly : That, during theſe tranſactions, the ſaid 
Briſtow having come to England, and obtained two poſitive 
orders from the Court of Directors for his reinſtatement, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did wilfully diſobey the ſaid orders, and, on 
record, did revile and inſult the ſaid Briſtow, throwing out many 
inſinuations againſt his (the ſaid Briſtow's) integrity, for pre- 
ſuming to claim, under the authority of the Directors, who 


were the legal maſters both of the ſaid Warren Haſtings and of 


the ſaid Briſtow ; and, the day after he the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
had recorded a minute to this effect, he did propoſe a new com- 
miſſion for Oude, dividing the office of Reſident, and appointing 
the ſaid Briſtow to the political, and the ſaid Middleton to the 
pecuniary department, and did thus make two Reſidents, which 
had no other tendency than to confound the ſaid Eaſt India 
Company's affairs, and to increaſe its expences, or that of their 
allies, and the ſaid expences were thereby unneceſſarily increaſed. 
That during the ſaid Briſtow's reſidence, which continued 
ſome months under the ſaid laſt appointment, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings never anſwered one of his letters, nor gave him any in- 
ſtructions, nor ſuffered the ſaid Nabob to confer with him on 
any affairs whatever; and did remove him on pretence that he 
was perſonally diſagreeable to the ſaid Nabob. That the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, afterwards, did appoint the ſaid Middleton to 
the office of Reſident, together with Mr. Johnſon as his aſſiſtant 
therein, and did, ſome ſhort time after, again appoint the ſaid 
Briſtow to be Reſident, pretending, in a letter on that ſubject to 
the Court of Directors, that ſuch appointment was made in obe- 
dience to their orders; but in a letter which he cauſed to be 
written to the ſaid Vizier, he ftudiouſly diſclaimed that motive, 
and declared therein, that though it had been his, the faid War- 
ren Haſtings's, intention to have ſo appointed the ſaid Briſtow, 
yet he had poſtponed ſuch appointment, left it ſhould be under- 
ſtood at Lucknow, that it was made in conſequence of orders 
from Europe (meaning orders from the ſaid Court of Di- 
rectors); and further declared, that the contrary was the caſe, 
and that the ſaid Briſtow was the object of his own particular pa- 
tronage: And in about a = afterwards he did again _— 
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the ſaid Briſtow, in order to obtain in effect the ſaid office of 
Reſident for himſelf; and he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
accordingly perform the function of the ſaid office himſelf, ſome 
time in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- four, and 


then left it in the poſſeſſion of a private Agent of his own, 


namely, Major Palmer; and thus, in the ſhort ſpace of ſeven 
years, or thereabouts, from the death of Colonel Monſon, in the 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-fix, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did at leaſt make eight different changes in cho ſaid office 
of Reſident, : 
And, during the ſaid betenden of Agents, the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, having it for his object to obtain and to ſecure to him- 
ſelf, for his ſiniſter and co:rupt purpoſes, the full and complete 
control and dominion of Oude, as far as might be, without the 


| Interpoſition or even privity of his lawful maſters-the Court of 


Directors, he (the ſaid Warren Haſtings), beſides uſurping the 
ſole, immediate, and perſonal nomination of the Public Reſidents, 
and changing them at his arbitrary pleaſure, did himſelf, on va- 
rious occaſions, carry on with certain of the ſaid Reſidents a 
private and ſecret correſpondence, of which he did never make 


any regular entry on the records of the Company, as by law he 


was bound to do; but did only produce, at particular junctures, 
ſuch parts and fragments of the ſaid correſpondence as might fuit 
his deſigns of the moment; and he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
did further 'correſpond with the ſaid Reſidents through ſecret, 
confidential, and unofficial channels, among which were Major 
Palmer and Major Davy, Mr. Charles Crofts, the Sub- treaſur- 
er, and Sir Elijah Impey, Knight; his Majelty's ſaid Chief Juſtice 
at Fort William in Bengal: IJhat, to the criminal ends afore- 
ſaid, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, by his influence, prevail with 
the ſaid Nabob to appoint as his Miniſter, or to continue againſt 
his will, a certain Mahometan native, called Hyder Beg Khan, 
who did profeſs himſelf to be, as in truth he was, the immediate 
dependant of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and to have been by him, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, raiſed from the duſt; with many other 
like expreſſions of the moſt implicit obedience and ſubmiſſion to 
the will of the ſaid Warren Haſtings; and did declare himſelf 
ready to enforce certain meaſures, even againſt the inclination of 
his maſter the ſaid Nabob, if he were authorized ſo to do by an 
order or letter from the ſaid Warren Haſtings: And the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did record his belief and knowledge, that 
Hyder Beg Khan afiixed the name and ſeal of the ſaid Nabob to 
letters written without his conſent; and that the ſaid Nabob was 
a Cypher in the hands of the ſaid Miniſter Hyder Beg; and the 


ſaid Hyder Beg poſſeſſing thus the entire adminiſtration of Oude, 


the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, from time to time, exern e a 


power of direct cenſure and control over the conduct of the ſaid 
Hy der 
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Hyder Beg; and did hold out menaces to him, and did threaten 
him that he would influence the ſaid Nabob to inſtitute a ſtrict 
ſcrutiny into the adminiſtration of him the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, 


and to puniſh him thereupon; While, on the other hand, the 


ſaid Warren Haſtings did pronounce the perſons of the 'Minitters 
(whereof Hyder Beg Khan was the principal) to be ſacred, while 
they ſhould act with the participation of our (meaning, in truth, 


the ſaid Warren Haſtings's own) influence. 


And the ſaid Warren Hattines did hold ſecret communication, 
both with the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan and the ſaid Nabob himſelf, 
through ſome of the confidential channels before mentioned; 
and through a certain Mabometan native of high rank at Benares, 
called Ally Ibrahim Khan; and through a certæin native Rajah 
at Calcutta, named Rajah Govind Ram,” Vackeel or Miniſter 
to the ſaid Nabob of Oude: And the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
never produce, or Cauſe to be produced (as he was by law bound 
to do), any regular copy of ſuch communications, either to or 


from him the taid' Warren Haſtings, but did only record ſuch 
parts thereof as he occaſionally thought proper: And he did fur- 


ther privately receive from the ſaid Hyder Beg, divers applica- 
tions, remonftrances, and complaints, at different times, againſt 
ſundry of the Britiſh Refidenis in Oude, and did proceed 
thereon; and in conſequence thereof did exhibit formal charges 
againſt the ſaid Reſidents, and did remove them, in ſome caſes, 
before any ſolemn enquiry had, or any defence, of any kind, in 
any manner required. | | 
And, in order more effectually to manage, for his own evil 


' purpoſes, the confuſed and intricate ſyſtem of government, both 


through the Native Miniſter and the Eritiſh Reſident by him 
eſtabliſhed and ſupported, and to govern and direct, according 
to his own corrupt and criminal views, the cabals ard intrigues to 
which ſuch a government muſt neceſſarily give riſe, the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings unlawfully, and contrary to his duty, did ſend up 
to Lucknow, to be preſent on the ſpot, a third and ſecret ſet of 
agents, namely, the ſaid Major Palmer, his military ſecretary 
and confidential agent, and Major Davy, his private Perſian 
interpreter and private ſecretary: And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
in certain letters to the ſaid Nabob, has declared the ſaid Palmer 
to be as himſelf (Warren Haſtings), to have the ſame thoughts, 
and to be, as it were, his (the ſaid Warren Haſtings's) own 
tongue: And the ſaid Warren Haltings did tranſmit, through 
the ſaid agents, divers letters to the Miniſter or the Nabob, of 
which letters the public Reſidents did not receive any copy or 
tranſlation, nor were in any authentic mode informed as to the 
contents thereof; and in divers letters to the ſaid Nabob, and to 
the ſaid Ryder Beg Khan, which letters were recorded by the 
ſaid Warren Hattings, there do appear frequent and repeated 

references 
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references to the ſaid Major Palmer, or Major Davy, for furthet 
information ; but all or moſt of the letters which conveyed ſuch 
information he the ſaid Warren Haſtings hath wilfully and ille- 
gally ſupprefied: And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by the ſame 
means of clandeſtine communication, did receive the aforeſaid 
repreſentations and accuſations againſt the Reſidents from the 
ſaid Mhniſter Hyder Beg Khan, both in his own name, and in 
that of the ſaid Nabob: And that the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by 
taking part, through the ſaid confidential agents, ſometimes 
with the Reſident, and ſometimes with the Miniſter, at the in- 
ſtigations of ſome perſons unknown, and without any due exa- 
mination into the merits or demerits, either of the Reſident or 

the Miniſter, did wilfully, and for ſome evil purpoſe, abet and 
ferment the. diſturbances and diſtractions neceſſarily incident to 
the perplexed ſyſtem of government before ſtated; and in parti- 
cular, that ſome time in or about the month of Auguſt, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two, the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings, on the repreſentations of the ſaid ſecret agents, or ſome. 
other perſons unknown, did write one of the threatening letters 
aforeſaid to the ſaid Hyder Beg; but in return having received 
from the ſaid Major Palmer, one of the ſaid ſecret agents, a 
letter mentioning, in general terms, the uſurpations of Mr, 
Johnſon, the then acting Reſident, and the inſults of the ſaid 
Johnſon to the ſaid Hyder Beg; and having alſo produced a let- 
ter privately ſent from the ſaid Hyder Beg to the ſaid Major 
Davy, another of the ſaid ſecret agents, containing the like general 


charges againſt the ſaid Johnſon ; the ſaid Warren Haſtings, on 


the ſeventh of September, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
eighty-two, did recommend to the Board at Calcutta, to order 
the ſaid Johnſon immediately down to Calcutta, with peculiar 
marks of diſpleaſure and diſgrace; the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
pretending exceeding great alarm at the information contained 
in the aforeſaid letters, although the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, in 
his letter to the ſaid Major Davy, did repreſent himſelf as having 
before made the ſame or ſimilar charges againſt the ſaid Johnſon, 
which charges did not then create ſuch alaim in the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, inaſmuch as the ſaid Warren Haſtings did ſubſequently 
write to the ſaid Hyder Beg the letter of reprimand aforeſaid ; 
and afterwards, on the twentieth of October following, he did 
again write to the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, menacing him as 
aforeſaid, notwithſtanding the ſanction which the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings had fo recently given to the recriminatory defence of 
the ſaid Hyder Beg, by the immediate removal of the ſaid John+ 
ſon without enquiry. 

That, on the twenty-ſecond day of the aforeſaid month of 
September, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two, only 


fifteen days after the removal of the ſaid Johnſon for the alledged 
| | crime 
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| crime of oppoſition to the ſaid Miniſter Hyder Beg, the ſaid 
1 Warren Haſtings, in conſequence of intelligence from the ſaid 
ſecret agents or other perſons unknown, did further recommend 
to the Board the diſmiſſion of the ſaid Reſident Middleton, for 
not having carried into effect the conditions and ſpirit of the 
treaty of Chunar, in which the ſaid Reſident Middleton had 
been oppoſed by the ſaid Miniſter and the ſaid Nabob; and the 
ſaid diſmiſſion of the ſaid Reſident Middleton was contrary to 
the good faith of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, who, in reply to a 
private requeſt of the ſaid Nabob, did promiſe to the ſaid Nabob 
the Reſident Middleton ſhould not be removed but at the deſire 
of the ſaid Nabob, or of himſelf the ſaid Middleton, or to that 
effect; and this promiſe, bearing date the twenty-third of May, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two, was recorded by the | | 
ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf on the Bengal Perſian Correſponde 
ence; and ſoon after the ſaid promiſe, the Reſident Middleton 
did quit his ſtation with leave of abſence, and did not return till 
the laſt day of Auguſt or thereabouts, that is to ſay, about three 
weeks before his recall. | 
That, by having thus, on the unexamined evidence of his N 
private inſtruments, removed the Reſident Middleton and the | 
Aſſiſtant Reſident Johnſon, within the ſpace of one month, on 
| grounds ſo contradictory and inconſiſtent in themſelves, the 
| Aſſiſtant Reſident Johnſon for oppoſing, and the Reſident Mid- 
| dleton for not oppoſing, the ſame individual Miniſter Hyder Beg 
Khan; the former of the two profeſſedly in order to quiet the 
Nabob's apprehenſions, and the other in contradiction to the 
direct requeſt of the Nabob himſelf; the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did throw new difficulties and diſcouragements in the way of any 
Reſident who might ſucceed, as there was no line of conduct 
whatever left to him, for which one of his immediate prede- 
ceſſors had not been puniſhed with diſmiſſion, and for which he 
might not apprehend ſimilar diſgrace, through the dark machi- 
nations of the ſaid Warren Haſtings and his private inſtruments 
aforeſaid ; and by the ſaid examples, together with the continued 
operation of the ſecret ſyſtem of cabal and intrigue aforeſaid, 
and the rapid change and ſucceſſion of agents within the ſpace 
of about ſeven years, many of them in defiance of orders, and 
all upon motives of cabal and intrigue, he did accordingly 
weaken and render odious the Britiſh Government, diſturb and 
diſtract the Government of Oude, diforder the Company's affairs, 
protract the payment of the debt due to the ſaid Company from 
the ſaid Nabob, and give ſtrong incitement to rapacity and pecu- 
lation, in a place expoſed to the greateſt temptation, and furniſh- 
ing the moſt abundant means of unlawful acquiſition, 
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ARTICLE NINETEENTH. 


HAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings having declared himſelf 
ſenſible that the affairs of Oude had been long in an ill con- 

d: tion, and were daily growing worſe, owing to the miſgovern- 
ment which prevailed therein, and which had not been reform- 
ed in conſequence of the regulations directed, and the powers by 
him given to the Reſident Middleton, in the year one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and eighty-one, in virtue of the treaty of Chunar, | 
he did therefore, under the pretenee of the better regulation of 
the faid provinces, in the month of September, one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and eighty-two, appoint John Briſtow Eſquire, 
to the office of Reſident in Oude, and did, on the twenty-third 
of October, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two, 
give to the ſaid Briſtow ſundry minute and particular, as well 
as large and general, inſtructions, by which, for the purpoſe of 
reforming the abuſes which prevailed in the faid Nabob's domi- 
nions, be did in effect and ſubſtance authorize and require the 
ſaid Briſtow to exerciſe all the functions of Government, in an 
eminent and controlling manner, repreſenting the neceſſity thereof 
from the (aid Vizier's difinclination and inaptitude to buſineſs, 
which rendered him a cypher in ſome hands or other; and from 
the little reliance which could be placed on his Miniſter Hyder 
Beg Khan, of whole character and morals he did, in the ſaid 
inſtructions, give a moſt unfavourable repreſentation, and he 
did declare the ſaid Briſtow reſponſible for the due obſervance 

of the ſaid inſtructions, and the exercife of the power therein 

iven; declaring; in the following words, or words to that 
effect, that from the nature of our (meaning the Britiſh) con- 
nection with the Government of Oude, and from the ſaid Na- 
bob's incapacity, a neceffity would for ever exiſt, whilſt we had 
a claim of ſubſidy upon the reſources of his country, of exer- 
— an influence, and frequently ſubſtituting it entirely in the 
lace of an avowed and conſtitutional authority in the admini- 
ſtration of his (the ſaid Nabob Vizier's) Government; and in 
the ſaid inftructions he did declare thet he had recourſe to him the 
ſaid Briſtow for the introduction of a new ſyſtem in that Govern- 
ment, and that he could not omit, whilſt he expreſſed his reliance 
on him the faid Briſtow for that purpoſe, to repeat the ſentiments 
which he the ſaid Warren Haſtings had expreſled in the verbal 
inſtructions which he gave the ſaid Briſtow at his departure, that 
there could be no medium in the relation between the Reſident 
and the Miniſter, but either the Reſident muſt be the ſlave and 
vaſſal of the Minifter, or the Miniſter at the abſolute diſpoſal of 
the Reſident; and he ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in various 
other parts of the ſaid inſtructions, veſt large powers in the ſaid 
| Briſtow, 
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| Briſtow, wholly ſuperſeding and controlling thoſe of the ſaid 
Nabob's acting Miniſter, the ſaid Hyder Beg, and did threaten 
the diſmiſſion of the ſaid Miniſter, in caſe of the oppoſition to 
be expected to aſſiſt him, which was in effect to over-rule the 
ſaid Miniſter's own power; and he the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did particularly direct the ſaid Briſtow to appoint regular offices 
in the ſaid Government, not one office being therein exiſting, 
| the whole being engroſſed by the ſaid Miniſter, the ſaid Hyder 
| Beg Khan alone; — to regulate the troops, which had been ill 
| regulated and ill paid—to eſtabliſh Courts of Juſtice, there being 
none exiſting in Oude, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings having 
aſſerted with truth, that the want of ſuch Courts was the molt 
| diſcreditable defect in the ſaid Nabob Vizier's Government; and 
7 he did alſo give directions concerning the revenues and other mat- = 
ters, and the reformations and regulations by him directed were 
proper, and in the then ſtate of Oude neceſſary, and he was 
bound to give all due ſupport to the ſaid Briſtow, in carrying the 
ſame into execution, in oppolition to the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan 
and others, whoſe intereſts in the continuance of abuſe muſt 
have been deeply affected by the reformations by him in the ſaid 
inſtructions preſcribed; but the ſaid Warren Haſtings having 
conceived a ſtrong animoſity againſt the ſaid Briſtow, on account 
of his original appointment to office under perſons in Council, 
whom the ſaid Warren Haſtings oppoſed, and on account of his 
the ſaid Briſtow's ſubſequent legal claim to office, under the 
; authority of the Court of Directors, which he the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did ſeem particularly to reſent, did contrive, under the 
maſk of friendſhip, and an extraordinary degree of truſt and con- 
fidence, moſt perfidiouſly to betray and groſsly to injure him 
the ſaid Briſtow; and the ſaid Warren Haſtings, contriving 
alſo for his own corrupt and ſelf intereſted purpoſes to increaſe 
thoſe diſorders in Oude, which he pretended he had appointed 
the ſaid Briſtow to reform, he did very early after his appoint- 
ment of the ſaid Briſtow endeavour to counteract the faid Briſtow 
in all his endeavours for that purpoſe, and did uphold and main- 
tain the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan in an oppoſition to all the neceſ- 
ſary plans of reform by himſcif, the faid Warren Haſtings, 
ordered and directed; and though he had ordered the ſaid 
Briſtow to inform him, from time to time, of his the ſaid Briſ- 
tow's progreſs in the execution of his the faid Warren Haſtings's 
orders concerning the ſeveral reforms therein directed and ſpeci- 
fied, and the obſtructions he might meet with therein; and though 
the ſaid Briſtow did diligently purſue the objects entruſted to his 
care, and did regularly write to the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and 
did faithfully repreſent to him the ſtate of the country, the ſeve- 
ral matters. which he propoſed for the regulation thereof, and the 
difficulties which he had to encounter; yet the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings, although he had made it an article of accuſation againſt 
the former Reſident Middleton, that he had not regularly cor- 
511 | O reſponded 
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reſponded with him the ſaid Haſtings, excepting the ſhare of 
one letter from the Council, approving of his the ſaid Briſtow's 
meaſures (to which meaſures he ſecretly gave, or countenanced 
others to give, an oppoſition), did for the greater part of the 
time the ſaid Briſtow remained in office, never, or very rarely, 
write to him; nor did he the ſaid Haſtings give to the ſaid 
Briſtow any inſtructions whatever upon any one of the delicate 
and difficult objects ſo largely inſiſted upon in his commiſſion : 
And for the purpoſe of preventing the Council from giving a 
ſupport to the neceſſary reforms which were in dire& obedience 
to his the ſaid Warren Haſtings's orders attempted in Oude, he 
did maliciouſly, wilfully, perfidiouſly, and fraudulently, againſt 
law and his duty, hold back for three months an important 
letter from the ſaid Briſtow, to him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
and to the Council General, dated the twelftn of December, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two. And when he, the 
ſaid Briſtow, did inform him, in the fulleſt manner, of the op- 
poſition given by the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan to all the acts in the 
ſaid original inſtructions preſcribed, and did complain thereof to 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in his ſeveral letters of the twelfth of 
December, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two, the 
thirtieth of the ſame December, the twenty-firſt of January, 
fourth and thirty-firſt of March, and the eighth of April, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-three, none of which letters 
were recorded by the ſaid Warren Haſtings till on or after the 
twenty-firſt day of April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- 
three, with the incloſures therein contained, he the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings did not pay any ſort of regard whatever to the repre- 
ſentations of the ſaid Briſtow, but did produce to the Council, 
at various times, letters or pretended letters from the ſaid Nabob, 
in oppoſition to the meaſures purſued by the ſaid Briſtow, under 
his the faid Warren Haſtings's authority, as an ulurpation on the 
ſaid Nabob's authority. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in 
direct contradiction to his own written declarations, to the ſolemn 
written aſſurances which he had given to the ſaid Briſtow, and 
to the denunciations which in writing he had authorized the 
ſaid Briſtow to make to the ſaid Miniſter Hyder Beg Khan, im- 
plying that his obedience to the ſaid Reiident did form the terms 
upon which he would be permitted to hold his office; and that he 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings would not receive, as the Nabob's, 
letters dictated by the ſpirit of oppoſition, but ſhould confider 
every ſuch attempt as an inſult on our Government ; and did 
declare, or ordered it to be declared, to the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, 
that he did expect that nothing ſhould be done in his the ſaid 
Hyder Beg Khan's official character without the knowledge and 
participation of the ſaid Reſident; yet he the ſaid Warren Ha- 
ſtings did, without heſitation, or even the pretence of an in- 
quiry, receive as the Nabob's own letters, and as written from: 
impreſſions on his the ſaid Nabob's own mind, and as the ſu g- 
geſtions of his own judgment, letters written in the ſpirit above 
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mentioned, and ſuch as were evidently written to promote the 
views of the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, in which light he the faid 
Warren Haſtings had ſolemnly declared that he would conſider 
ſuch letters, and did ſtate them as a poor deception, and a thin 
veil, to cover the deſigns of the ſaid Hyder, and that he would 
look on the guilt of writing ſuch letters as aggravated by the 
falſehood and duplicity with which they were accompanied; and 
he the ſaid Haſtings had in this caſe more particular reaſon than 
ever to conſider the ſaid letters as being written to promote the 
intereſts of the ſaid Hyder, and not the independency of the ſaid 
Vizier, becauſe his the ſaid Warren Haſtings's ſecret agent, Pal- 
mer, accuſing the ſaid Briſtow, and being a witneſs againſt him, did 
repreſent the ſaid Vizier as having informed him the ſaid Palmer 
that the ſaid Briſtow had gone the length of letting the ſaid Vizier 
know, that if he pleaſed he was the maſter in his own Government, 
and was free to diſmiſs his Miniſter at his pleaſure, or to that 
effect. And further, the ſaid Warren Haſtings did accept and 
take ſeveral letters of the ſaid Hyder Beg, accuſing the ſaid Briſ- 
tow, as proofs, although the ſaid Hyder Beg was a party, and in- 
tereſted, as well as the ſaid Palmer; the ſaid Hyder having, in 
the courſe of that diſpute, applied to the ſaid Warten Haſtings to 
be ſolely employed, both for the Company's concerns and the 
ſaid Vizier's; and the ſaid Palmer confeſſing, that he had a pro- 
ſpe of the Reſidency, and the ſaid Hyder having made a direct 
propoſal, the ſaid Hyder, to be by his the ſaid Warren Haſtings's 
power placed in the management of the Nabob's affairs, and alſo 
employed to tranſact, on their part, thoſe of the Company, and 
having engaged, if ſo employed, that he would obey the ſaid 
"Warren Haſtings's orders, though ſecretly operating; yet the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, notwithſtanding his perfect knowledge of the 
intereſted motives of the ſaid Hyder and Palmer, and the notoriety 
that both were his dependanis, and notwithſtanding the inſinua- 
tion of the ſaid Hyder Beg, tempting the faid Warren Haſtings, 
by offering to obey his orders ſecretly operating, he the (aid War- 
ren Haſtings, having thrown off all regard to decency, as well as 
to juſtice, did attempt, on the mere charges of theſe perſons, one 
of them, namely, Hyder Beg, a perſon ſtigmatiſed by him in his 
inſtructions to this very Briſtow, as a molt abandoned character, 
to deprive the ſaid Reſident of his office, without hearing his de- 
fence ; and when the ſaid Warren Haſtings failed to perſuade the 
Council to concur with him in this unwarrantable act, and that 
they remonſtrated to him, that the only offence with which the 
ſaid Reſident was charged conſiſted in ſome totally ineffectual at- 
tempts to execute the ſaid inſtructions, he the faid Warren Ha- 
ftings, in a letter to the ſaid Briſtow, did revoke the ſaid infiruc- 
tions, and did, in inſulting terms, write to the ſaid Briſtow, that 
he ſhould not dare to act upon them, or to ule them, as his in- 


Rructions, and yet did not propoſe any other in their ſtead, leav- 
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ing, as far as in him lay, the ſaid Reſident entangled in the plots 
and conſpiracies of his the ſaid Warren Haſtings's ſaid agents and 
inſtruments, to act in a moſt delicate and difficult ſituation, with- 
out any rule or direction whatever: And the faid Warren Ha- 
ſtings, in duetime, no longer concealing his being himſelf a candi- 
date for the office of Repreſentative of the Company in Oude, and 
diſcovering more and more his real view, which was to fill, before 
his departure for Europe or his reca] thither, that ſubordinate but 
moſt lucrative office, cauſed the accufations to be renewed againſt 
the ſaid Briſtow, on the part of the ſaid Nabob Vizier, and the 
ſaid Hyder Beg and others, againſt the faid Briſtow, in which he 
conducted himſelf in an unjuſt, violent, and intemperate manner, 
uſing a ſhameful partiality with regard to the ſaid accuſers, and a 
ſcandalous prejudice againſt the accuſed, in violation of all duty, 
in all the capacities in which he did or might ſtand in the ſaid 
proceedings, whether he be conſidered as an accuſer, a judge, or 
a counſellor of ſtate, at the head of an Adminiſtration. That 
further, in purſuance of his unjuſtifiable views of perſonal and lo- 
cal power in Oude, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did cauſe and in- 
ſtigate the ſaid Vizier to make pathetic lamentations of his ſitu- 
ation, and to call for his the ſaid Warren Flaſtings's preſence in 
Oude, as the only means of quieting his mind, and re-eſtabliſh- 
ing bis affairs: And the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, by throwing 
out inſinuations againſt the other Members of the Council, and 
threatening them with the conſequences of what might reſult 
from the exaſperated ſtate of mind which he repreſented the iaid 
Nabob and all the principal perſons of the country to be in, and 
which diſcontents, and the diſorders conſequent thereto, the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings did foment, if not cauſe, he by thoſe and the like 
evil acts and violences, and by the aforeſaid and by other unwar- 
rantable acts by him deviſed and practiſed, did obtain the removal 
of the ſaid Briſtow from his office, and his own appointment 
thereto, or to an office in that country, of the ſame or greater 
power and authority. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in all the 
acts and neglects of duty aforeſaid, by wilfully declining to ſup- 
port the execution of his own orders, as well as by traverſing, or 
cauſing to be traverſed, the ſaid Britiſh Refident Briſtow in effec- 
tuating the reformations by himſelf known to be neceſſary, and 
recommended as ſuch in his ſaid inſtructions, not only betrayed 2 
fervant of the Company, whom it was his duty, ſo far as in juſtice 
he could, to protect, but by the plots and many devices of him 
and his inſtruments, weakened and diſhonoured the Britiſh Go- 
vernment and authority in the ſaid province, and thereby prevent- 
ed the recovery of the Company's aſſignments, and by countenan- 
cing the prevention of proper offices, he did encourage peculation 
and confuſion in accounts, and mutiny in the army, and the ſame 
did happen in conſequence thereof, and in particular by his the 
laid Warren Haſtings's heinous offence in countenancing an op- 
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poſition to the eſtabliſhment of Courts of Juſtice in Oude, he the 
ſaid Warren Haſtings is the cauſe of all the want of ſecurity to the 
property and lives of the inhabitants, and of the many miichiefs, 
diſorders, tumults, robberies, and murders, which, from want 
thereof, did thereafter happen in the ſaid country of Oude, and 
even in the capital city of Lucknow. 
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ARTICLE TWENTIETH. 


T HAT the ſaid Warren Haſtings did take a commiſſion or 

delegation to act for the Governor General and Council at 
Lucknow, or ſome ſuch delegation or commiſſion, on condition 
of finding the ſecurity of reſponſible bankers for the payment of 
the Vizier's debt on or before the month of January, one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and eighty- five; and he did proceed for 
Lucknow on the fourteenth of February, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and eighty-four, and returned to the city of Calcutta 
on the third of November, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
eighty-four : That the ſaid commiſſion or delegation to be exe- 
cuted by him, the Governor General, was totally unneceſlary 
for any one of the objects by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
done, or propoſed by him to be done, in the ſaid delegation ; 
and he did bring upon the Eaſt India Company, by the ſaid un- 
_ neceſſary delegation, a charge of fifty thouſand pounds ſterling, 
or ſome other great ſum, for the expences attending the ſame, 
at the time when the ſaid Company laboured under very great dif- 
ficulties, and when the ſtricteſt xconomy was called for; and 
he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did take with him a great train 
of Engliſh gentlemen, to the number of thirty, or ſome other 
large and unneceſſary number, beſides his guard, although he 
was well aware that the Vizier Nabob of Oude did always con- 
ſider the preſence of Engliſh gentlemen as bringing upon him a 
heavy burthen; and though the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in his 
Juſtification of the treaty of Chunar, did, through his colleague 
Wheler, inform the Court of Directors that the removal of the 
Engliſh gentlemen and officers from the Vizier's Court, as well 
as ſervice, was a point in which the national honour and re- 
putation was well conſulted, or to that effect. That the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, being at Lucknow as aforeſaid, did come to 
ſome agreement or ſtipulation, purporting that no Britiſh Re- 
ſident ſhould ever be ſent into Oude, and that no Britiſh influ- 
ence, ſecret or avowed, ſhould be exerciſed within the ſame, 
whilſt the Vizier continued to fulfil his engagements to the Com- 
pany, which voluntary act of abdication of the power and influ- 
ence of this kingdom in the province of Oude, he, the ſaid 


Warren Haſtings, was not legally authorized to make, without 
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expreſs orders for that purpoſe from the ſupreme authority; and 
he did preſume to bind the Eaſt India Company to the obſerv= 
ance of the ſaid unwarrantable agreement, by cauſing to be in- 
ſerted in the leaſes of the ſeveral farms let by the ſaid Vizier, a 
clauſe, whereby the faid leaſes, and all the conditions and en- 
gagements therein flipulated, were to be annulled and made 
void, wherever the ſaid farmers ſhould be interrupted in their 
functions by the interference of a Britiſh agent, thereby un- 
lawfully precluding, as far as in him lay, on the one hand, the 
operation of the diſcretion of his maſters in the conduct of their 
affairs, or on the other, ſubjecting his ſaid maſters to an imputa- 
tion on their faith, by breaking an engagement confidently made 
in their name, though without their conſent, by him the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, who was the firſt officer of their Government, 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings, in thus ſurrendering all the in- 
fluence and authority of the ſaid Eaſt India Company as an ar- 
rangement beneficial to the country ſo by him abandoned, and 
as ſerviceable to the ſaid Company, did act in direct contradic- 
tion to ſundry declarations by him recorded, and tranſmitted of- 
ficially for the information of the Court of Directors, and of 
his Majeſty's Miniſters, wherein he did repreſent the exerciſe of 
the ſaid influence as abſolutely neceſfary to the ſaid Company's 
affairs, as highly beneficial to the country in which it was to be 
employed, as well as to the prince; and that the Government 
of Calcutta would always retain the ſame, or to that effect; as 
alſo, that he had provided for the lawfulneſs of the ſame, under 
the powers given by a treaty, namely, the treaty of Chunar, 
That the ſaid Warren Haſtings did, in his ſeveral letters of the 
thirtieth of April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-four, 
to the Court of Directors, and of the firſt of October, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-four, to the Council Ge- 
neral, aſſign reaſons for the ſaid voluntary abdication of autho- 
rity, highly diſhonourable to the Britiſh name and character; as 
by the ſaid letters, reference being thereunto had, will appear. 
And bis offence herein is highly aggravated, becauſe the imputa- 
tions thrown by him on the Britiſh nation and Britiſh govern- 
ment, and their influence, in large and general terms, ſo far as 
the ſame are juſt, are entirely owing and imputable to the miſ- 
conduct of the ſaid Warren Haſtings himſelf, and his agents, or 
of the perſons employed, ſupported, and protected by him. 

That while the ſaid Warren Haſtings did thus endeavour to 
deftroy the dependence on Britiſh faith, and wholly to take away 
and deſtroy the Britiſh authority in the province of Oude, he, 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, did nevertheleſs attempt, contrary to 
his duty, to create an excluſive reliance and dependence on his 
own perſonal faith, and to eſtabliſh and confirm his own govern- 
ment by means of his own perſonal influence, and through his 


own immediate agents in the ſaid Province of Oude. That 
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after the ſaid Warren Haſtings had ſigned the aforeſaid agree- 
ment, renouncing all influence in the ſaid country, and had ſti- 
pulated that there ſhould be no Reſident. of the ſaid Eaſt India 
Company, in the faid province, he, the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
did nevertheleſs, on his retura to Calcutta, aſter he quitted the 
ſaid province, ſtay ſome time in the city of Benares, for the 
purpoſe of exerciſing, contrary to his duty and faith, his own 
influence and authority in and over the ſaid government of Oude, 
and did leave behind him a Reſident of his own, at a known 
yearly expence to the ſaid Nabob of twenty-two thouſand pounds 
ſterling, or ſome other large ſum of money. That after his re- 
turn to Calcutta, he the ſaid Warren Haftings did, contrary to 
juſtice, bring forward new charges againſt the late Reſident, 
John Briſtow, purporting that he the ſaid Briftow, during his 
Reſidency, had paid a large eſtabliſhment of Engliſh penſioners 
from the revenues of the ſaid Nabob, when at the fame time he 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings did well know that many of the ſaid 
penſioners had been ſettled thereon by himſelf, and none by the 
authority of the ſaid Briſtow. That the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
did alſo corruptly leave under the aforeſaid Major Palmer a large 
eſtabliſhment of Engliſh penſioners, authorized by him the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings to be paid out of the revenues of the ſaid Nabob; 
and the ſaid Warren Haſtings did thereby, in contradiction to 
his faith and duty, maintain and preſerve in the faid province of 
Oude a great intereſt, and an extenſive connection of dependants 
to himſelf, at an heavy expence to the revenues of the country, 
after he had altogether relinquiſhed all authority and influence 
therein on behalf of his lawful maſters, the Eaſt India Company. 
That when tie ſaid Warren Haſtings withdrew all public in- 
fluence of the Eaſt India Company from the faid province of 
Oude, he did (except inaſmuch as he may himſelf ſtill have re- 
tained a perſonal, fecret, and unwarrantable influence therein) 
wholly give up and abandon the ſaid Nabob and his territories, 
and the Eaſt India Company's intereſts therein, to the entire do- 
minion of the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, without any control or 
inſpection on the part of the ſaid Company, though he the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings was well apprized of the unfitneſs of the ſaid 
Hyder Beg for the ſaid truſt, or for any truſt, and had expreſſed 
the ſtrongeſt diſapprobation of the ſaid Hyder Beg's miſconduct 
in many particular inſtances, beſides the univerſal diſorder of the 
country; and had even intimated an opinion, that the faid 
Hyder Beg might involve our Government in a new ſcene of 
hoſtilities by thoſe which his mal-adminiſtration might produce. 
And the ſaid Warren Haſtings, by his agreement aforeſaid, did fur- 
ther leave ſundry of the great farms of revenue in the province of 
Oude under Almas Ali Than, whom he had repreſented as a diſaffect- 
ed perſon, and whom he had ordered to be puniſhed with death. 
That by the agreement aforeſaid the ſaid Warren Haſtings, 
contrary to juſtice and to honour, did abandon all the perions 
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who had acted in the reforms propoſcd by himſelf, ſuch as 
Mowlavy, Mowbain, Mahomet Cauzim, and others, expoſed 
without any ſtipulation (weak as that ſecurity would have been) 
to the reſentment of ſo implacable a tyrant as the ſaid Hyder 
Beg Khan, who was publicly known, and whom the ſaid War- 
ren Haſtings himſelf knew to be exaſperated againſt the ſaid per- 
ſons, for the part which they had taken under the ſaid Warren 


Haſtings's own authority. 


That the Bankers, whoſe ſecurity the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
took for the payment of the ſaid Nabob Vizier's debt to the ſaid 
Company, were irreſponitble perſons, who ſoon after failed. 
That the pretended payment of the Nabub's debt was deluſive, 
and was not accomplithed by the time at which the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings undertook it ſhould be diſcharged; and that the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, contrary to the Britith faith, did violently 
take away a ſecurity given by John Briſtow Eſquire, late Reſi- 
dent, to a certain native Banker, called Gopal Doſs, who, in 
conſequence thereof, did make a demand for payment of the ſame 
on the Eaſt India Company, and did thereby much affect the 
ſaid Company's credit. 

That by violently reſtraining and anticipating the ſaid Nabob 
Vizier's reſources, for which kind of proceeding the ſaid War— 
ren Haſtings had before actually accuſed and impeached the 
aforeſaid Reſident, Middleton, and by leaving the whole admi- 
niſtration of the finances of Oude to the ſaid Hyder Beg Khan, 
and the ſaid Almas Ali Khan, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings did 
much and dangerouſly affect the payments of ſucceeding years, 
notwithſtanding the annual charge on the ſaid Nabob was ex- 
ceedingly diminiſhed, yet the debt of the ſaid Nabob to the ſaid | 
Company did ſtand as high as four hundred thouſand pounds ſter- 
ling, or ſome other great ſum of money, in the month of July, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-1ix : In all which actings 
and doings, and in all the ſaid wilful and corrupt neglects of duty, 
he the faid Warren Haſtings' hath been and 1s guilty of high 
crimes and miſdemeanors. 

And the ſaid Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes, by proteſta- 
tion, ſaving to themſelves the liberty of exhibiting, at any time 
hereafter, any further articles, or other accuſation or impeach- 
ment againſt the ſaid Warren Haſtings Eſquire; and alſo of 
replying to his anſwers which he ſhall make unto the ſaid 
articles, or any of them, and of offering proof to the aforeſaid 
articles, and to all and every other articles, impeachment, or 
accuſation which ſhall be exhibited by them, as the caſe ſhall, 
according to the courſe of Parliament, require, do pray that the 
faid Warren Haſtings Eſquire, may be put to anſwer the ſaid 
crimes and miſdemeanors; and that ſuch proceedings, examina» 
tions, trials, and judgments, may be thereupon hac and given, 
as is agreeable to law and juſtice, 7 
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